
1 
 

Would you please join with me in prayer? 

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the scriptures are read and your Word 

is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen. 

 

Our first reading is from1 Timothy 6:6-19. Listen for God’s word. 

6Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; 7for we brought nothing into the world, 

so that we can take nothing out of it; 8but if we have food and clothing, we will be content with these. 9But 

those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that 

plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.  

11But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, gentleness. 

12Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you 

made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13In the presence of God, who gives life to all 

things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 

14to keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15which he 

will bring about at the right time-he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

16It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; 

to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.  

17As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to set their hopes on the 

uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18They are 

to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, 19thus storing up for themselves the treasure 

of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

The Word of God for the people of God. 

 

Our second reading is from Luke 16:19-31. Listen for God’s word. 

19"There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every 

day. 20And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21who longed to satisfy his 

hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 22The poor 

man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was 

buried. 23In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 

Lazarus by his side. 24He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the 

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.' 25But Abraham said, 

'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner 

evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in agony. 26Besides all this, between you and us a 

great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no 

one can cross from there to us.' 27He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's house-28for 

I have five brothers-that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.' 

29Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.' 30He said, 'No, 

father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31He said to him, 'If they 

do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the 

dead.'" 

The Word of God for the people of God. 
 

 

Jesus has words for us today. 

Jesus has strong words for us today. 

A parable. A puzzle. 

A story. A warning. 

What do You see? Jesus asks us. 

Who do You see? 
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In this story, I see a Rich man. This rich man has no name. That’s unusual because rich people have well-known 

names. Everyone knows who rich people are. We know Donald Trump, Bill Gates, Oprah Winfrey, P Diddy. 

We know the names of people with multinational corporations and music empires and enough money to have 

buildings named after them. Everyone knows the names of the rich.  

 

We don’t usually know the names of the poor. Often the poor are just statistics. Often they are just 

numbers on a government spreadsheet. They are faceless and nameless and they suffer and die without 

anyone knowing or caring. But that’s not so today. In this story, we don’t know the rich man’s name, but 

we know the poor man’s name. The poor man’s name is Lazarus.  

 

The rich man and Lazarus could not have been more different. 

The Rich man covered himself in purple and fine linen. 

Lazarus was covered in sores. 

The Rich man feasted sumptuously every day. 

Lazarus wished he could have had the crumbs that fell from the rich man’s table. 

The Rich man lived inside a gated community. Protected from the distasteful things of the world.  

Lazarus lived outside the gates. Shut out and kept away. Please, don’t bother the master with your unsightly 

suffering. 

The Rich Man never saw Lazarus. He never paid attention to him his entire life. 

Lazarus saw the rich man every day. And he saw that the rich man did not see him. 

 

Lazarus dies. And the rich man dies. 

Of course, they die. Everyone dies. 

All of us will die. 

All of us. We will die no matter if we are rich or poor. 

We brought nothing into this world and we will take nothing out of it. 

We will all die, and all of us, rich and poor, will be judged by how we lived. 

Jesus is being very blunt with us today. 

This is how it will be, at the end of life. 

There will be judgment. 

Lazarus is carried away by the angels to heaven. 

The rich man goes to Hades. 

There will be judgment. 

And consequences. 

The rich man goes to suffer in Hades. 

And Lazarus goes to heaven. 

And the rich man suffering in Hades notices Lazarus up in heaven. 

He never noticed Lazarus when he lay suffering at his gate. 

But now that the rich man is suffering, he sees Lazarus. 

And he asks for mercy. He asks for Lazarus to come dip his finger in water and cool his tongue. 

He asks for Lazarus’ help.  

Though he never helped Lazarus. 

He asks for Lazarus to serve him. The old habits of the rich die hard, I guess.  

But there is no mercy for the rich man. 
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“Remember that during your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus, in like manner, evil things. 

Now he is comforted and you are in agony. 

Besides there is a great chasm. 

No one can cross from here to there. 

There is a great chasm. 

It is fixed between heaven and hell.  

There is a great chasm. 

You had your chance. You could have chosen to help. The judgment is final. 

There is a great chasm. 

Between heaven and hell. Rich and poor. Suffering and contentment.  

There is a great chasm. 

 

This story Jesus tells makes me uncomfortable.  

The gospel of Luke makes me uncomfortable. 

Over and over in Luke, Jesus brings the poor to our attention. 

Jesus says: I have come to bring good news to the poor.  

Jesus says: Invite the poor to your parties. Invite the blind and the lame to your weddings.   

Jesus tells the rich, Go and sell all you have and give the money to the poor. Do not store up treasure on earth.  

Jesus sounds like a socialist. A communist radical. 

This story makes me uncomfortable because I’m not sure I like what he says. 

This story makes me uncomfortable because honestly, I am more like the rich man than Lazarus.  

I am rich. We all are rich. Wealthy, well-off, affluent, prosperous, loaded, rolling in it. 

I am rich. 85% of the world lives on less than $11,000/year. I am rich. 

 

I am rich. I eat sumptuously every day. I am so rich I throw food away.  

I am so rich, I am so rich I have disposable cups and plates. 

I am so rich, I have disposable cell phones. 

I am so rich, I have disposable income. 

I am rich, but my lifestyle is expensive. 

From the clothes I wear made cheaply in other countries.  

To the pollutants I welcome for cheap energy. 

To the metals in my electronics that are pillaged from other lands. 

To the water I use and overuse.  

I heard it recently on a sitcom. Half the world doesn’t have clean water to drink and the other half has so 

much they poop in it.  
It’s funny, but not really so funny. 

 

I am uncomfortable because I am rich and it’s not my fault I am rich.  

It’s not the rich man’s fault that he is rich.  

The rich man was rich because he had worked hard. He had earned what he had. 

He was probably responsible and industrious.  

The rich man was blessed. 

Lazarus was not blessed. 

Lazarus had nothing. 

He was probably just a little lazy. 

He was probably a drunk. 

Probably covered with sores caused by AIDS and Hepatitis C. 

Lazarus probably brought this suffering on himself. 

Maybe he didn’t deserve any help.  

 



4 
 

I am uncomfortable because Jesus implies that what Lazarus deserves doesn’t matter. 

I am uncomfortable because Jesus doesn’t let me off the hook. 

I am uncomfortable because I am like the rich man. 

And Jesus doesn’t say to the rich man on his judgment day, Well done, rich man. 

You were industrious and successful and rich. Enter into the joy of your master. 

No, Jesus says to the rich man: You already received your good things. Now it’s someone else’s turn. 

What matters to Jesus in the end is how merciful we are. 

What matters is grace. 

What matters is that we don’t ignore that nasty old drunk at our door. 

What doesn’t matter is WHY someone needs help. 

What doesn’t matter is what got the poor person there in the first place.  

Lazarus died on the rich man’s doorstep and the Rich Man never saw him. And that’s what matters to Jesus. 

 

The rich man never saw Lazarus. It’s amazing how easy it is for the rich not to see the poor. 

Who is it that we don't see? WHAT don’t we see? WHY don’t we see? 

 

The Rich Man did not see the need around him.  

But the Poor are always there.  

The poor we will always have with us. 

1 in 6 Americans faces hunger. 

In our country, nearly 16 million children are chronically without food. 

According to UNICEF, worldwide 22,000 children die every day due to poverty. 1 child dies every 20 seconds 

from measles, polio, pneumonia, and diarrhea—things we can prevent. 

My parents used to say that I should eat my supper because there were starving children in China. I used 

to think my parents were annoying. Now I know what they said is true and heartbreaking. And I 

shouldn’t just eat my supper, and be glad I have something to eat. I should make sure others have supper 

too. 

Someone in our church heard that some of the kids in our elementary school weren’t getting enough to eat. 

What they got at school was all they had to rely on. So we organized the Backpack Ministry to send food home 

with them in backpacks every weekend. Someone saw the need and did something. 

 

Jesus always challenges us to see the need and to see how we are blessed in order to bless others. 

The rich man did not see the need. And he did not see that his life was unusually blessed. 

It was not unusual to him that he was rich. 

It was not unusual to him that he dressed in purple and fine linen. 

 It was not unusual to him that every day he feasted sumptuously. 

Steak and lobster.  

Champagne and caviar. 

Oysters and scallops and Alaskan king crab 

Black truffles and foie gras  

French wine and French bread. 

Greek olives and Italian sausage and Swiss chocolate. 

The rich man had it every day. 

Every day. That was his life. 

It wasn’t unusual. It was normal.  

He had no cause to think he was fortunate. 

He had no cause to pause and give thanks for how much he had.  

This was his life and it was just how things were.  

This was his life. It was normal. 
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But in 1 Timothy, the Apostle Paul reminds us that being rich is not the norm for everyone. And being 

rich means that we have special responsibilities. 

To whom much is given, much is required. 

 Being rich is not wrong.  But we should take heed. 

Those who want to be rich fall into temptation. 

 Being rich is not wrong. But we should take heed. 

Those who want to be rich are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction. 

Being rich is not wrong. But we should take heed. 

The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. 

It can lead us away from faith. 

It can pierce us with many pains. 

Being rich is not wrong. But we should take heed. Being rich brings great responsibility. 

Paul says to the rich: Do not be haughty. 

Do not set your hope on the uncertainty of money. 

Set your hope on God. 

Who richly provides us with everything.  

Do good. 

Be rich in good works. 

Be generous and ready to share 

Take hold of the life that really is life. 

To whom much is given, much is required. 

We have received so many good things in this life.  

We must see those in need around us. And that we are blessed in order to be a blessing. 

          

The Rich Man tormented in Hades wishes he could warn his brothers.  

He wishes he could warn those who are still living. 

But Abraham says no. 

Abraham says that the living should know. They have Moses and the prophets. 

They should know to live with mercy and generosity. 

They should know. We should know. 

Abraham says that we have Moses and the Prophets. We should listen to them. 

If we do not listen to the Bible, neither will we be convinced even if someone rises from the dead. 

Even if someone rises from the dead. 

Even if someone dies and is raised from the dead.  

As in resurrected. On the third day. Like Jesus. 

As in resurrected. From the grave. Like Jesus. 

Even if someone rises from the dead. 

Will we be convinced then? 

Will we be convinced that there is more to life than what we possess? 

Will we be convinced that the poor will always be among us and we must not ignore them? 

Will we be convinced that to whom much is given, much is required? 

Will we be convinced if Jesus himself, the Son of God, gives up the riches of heaven for us? 

All the riches of heaven. 

For us. 

For us. The beggars at the gate. 

For us. The beggars at the gate of heaven. 

Will we be convinced that we should go and do likewise? 

Will we see? 

Will we See? 


