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September 25, 2016 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15  The Prophetic Buy-in 

 

For the past few weeks, we have been talking about the prophet 

Jeremiah, and we have learned that it is not easy to be a prophet. 

Because a prophet has to tell the truth and tell it often. A prophet has to 

tell the truth even when people won’t listen. A prophet has to tell of the 

coming grief and loss and then he must stick around and experience it. 

None of these prophetic jobs are easy. They are tough. But the job 

Jeremiah does today, is one of the toughest of all. In the midst of defeat 

and chaos, Jeremiah must have hope. Even though the Babylonian 

armies are surrounding his city and the outlook is very grim, Jeremiah 

invests in the future. He buys-in to God’s promises that his people will 

come back home. 

Today, Jeremiah makes a statement that the people of God should have 

hope.  Jeremiah likes to make statements. That’s kind of what he does. 

He is the original performance artist. He makes statements using all 

kinds of objects to get his point across, like a very strange children’s 

message. In the scriptures, we find him using a ruined loincloth to make 
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a statement about how the people of Israel were ruined. Then there was 

the broken jug, that made a statement about how the people of Israel 

were broken. Then there was the oxen yoke that he wore everywhere, 

making a statement about how the Babylonians would come to conquer 

and subdue Israel. In today’s reading, Jeremiah makes a statement by 

buying his cousin’s property. He tells the people, he tells us, in the midst 

of chaos and destruction, there is hope. There is a place for God’s 

people. Don’t be afraid. God has bought in to a future with you. 

It’s a powerful statement. Especially because of the situation Jeremiah is 

in. Things are bad. I mean, really bad. The Babylonian army has 

invaded. People have fled. The capital, Jerusalem, is under siege. And 

the king and all of his officials are holed up in the palace. Jeremiah is 

there as well, in the court of the guards. And that’s because, well, 

Jeremiah had been locked up. He had been telling people what was 

wrong and how this would happen and who was to blame for it. As a 

prophet, he had been causing trouble. And the king didn’t need any more 

trouble with all the trouble already going on. The Babylonians on their 

doorstep, the nation about to collapse; the king, Zedekiah, didn’t need 
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Jeremiah saying, I told you so; that this was bound to happen because of 

his sin. Saying, hey, people of God, look, over there, that’s the king who 

got you into this mess. So Zedekiah shut Jeremiah up in the palace and 

kept him under lock and key.  

Imagine what it was like in that palace. Imagine the atmosphere, the 

sweaty fear, the angry despair, the feeling of impending doom as 

everyone waited for the inevitable. Because it was inevitable. They were 

going to be captured by the Babylonians and taken away and possibly 

enslaved and probably killed. But never, never again would they be free. 

This land would never be theirs again. They would never have that 

feeling of being safe at home again. There they are in the palace, waiting 

for the inevitable, and here comes Jeremiah’s cousin to ask Jeremiah if 

he wants to buy some land. 

It would be funny if it weren’t so ridiculous. The Babylonian armies are 

outside the door. The country is about to be overrun. They are about to 

lose everything. And here comes Jeremiah’s cousin Hanamel asking 

Jeremiah to purchase a bit of family property because now seems like a 

good time to sell. In the middle of a war. Hey, wanna buy some land? 
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It’s ridiculous. All I can think is that Hanamel must have been joking. 

That he risked his life to come the palace, to visit his cousin, just to be 

kind, and as they sat there in the gloom, maybe Hanamel asked with all 

the irony he could muster, ‘hey wanna buy your uncle’s farm?’ Maybe it 

was an attempt at dark humor, a joke about selling someone your land in 

North Korea or Afghanistan. It’s a joke, right? Because the deed to that 

land would be joke. Very shortly, it wouldn’t matter if you bought it or 

paid for it. Very shortly, it wouldn’t be yours at all, it would belong to 

the Babylonians. 

It must have been a joke because it’s ridiculous to sell land during an 

invasion. But what’s even more ridiculous is that someone would buy it. 

That someone would think that it was a good investment. That someone 

would purchase it with the hope that it WOULD be theirs. Jeremiah is 

making that statement. That we are to have hope. In spite of the fear in 

the world, in spite of the enemies on our doorstep, in spite of the future 

that looks so grim, we are called to do something ridiculous. To make a 

statement by putting our money down on God’s future. Buying-in to 

God’s vision that there is a place for us, that we belong somewhere. 
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Jeremiah buys-in, literally. He puts cash down. He invests in a vision of 

a place where he and all of God’s people will be at home again. He is 

making a real statement with his real resources that his hope isn’t just 

words or ideas. It’s more than a thought that eventually, when things 

settle down, and it’s more of a sure thing, he will buy-in to this future 

vision-from-God thing. Jeremiah makes a statement. That when 

everything is unsure, God is sure. When no one else seems committed to 

you, God is committed to you. When all is lost and you feel lost too, 

God promises it will not be that way forever. You will have a place to 

belong. 

Jeremiah tells us to have hope. That God’s promise of a place to call 

home is real. Jeremiah makes that statement by buying his family’s 

property. And in the story we hear about how really real the commitment 

is because he documents all of it. From the description of the witnesses 

and their names, to the weighing of the money, to the signing of the 

deed, to the sealing of deed in a jar. Jeremiah wants us to know this is 

for real. God’s investment is real. God’s buy-in is real. As real, as real 

can be. That’s the story of the Bible. God’s love for us is real. As real as 
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a baby in a manger. As real as the Word of God made flesh and dwelling 

among us. As real as a cross. As real as an empty grave. God is 

committed to us, to you and to me. God is willing to give God’s self 

entirely for us. There is no sort of, kind of, maybe, about this for God. 

God has bought-into a future with us and this buy-in is for real. 

That’s the good news. That God is 100% sold on us. And God has a 

place for us and a future for us. And we, as people of God, we live into 

that future and we buy-in to that promise. That’s what our faith is. And 

in the face of despair, we believe that God still has a future for us. In the 

face of darkness, we believe that God has the last word. We believe that 

the lost can be found, that the least will be the greatest, that the light will 

shine in the darkness. It is totally ridiculous, I know. But that’s who God 

and that’s who we are. A people sold on a God who is sold on us. 

Every day, we put our faith in something in this life. We are asked to 

buy-in to something. To believe in something, in money or fame or 

power. That possessions will make us happy or beauty will make us 

good. That coming out ahead in the great transaction that is life, will 

make us winners. But that’s not what the Bible teaches us. In 1 Timothy, 
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it says that’s not what makes us who we are as people of God. We are 

part of something bigger, something greater than all of that. We belong 

to a place of faith and love and endurance and gentleness; we belong to a 

place of peace and joy. We belong with God. And God promises we 

have a place there. And every day, that’s the promise we buy-into. 

God has a place for us. A place where we belong, where we are known 

and loved. Where we can be at home with God. God promises that place 

to us.  In spite of what may be happening around us, in spite of chaos or 

brokenness or fear or rejection, in spite of change or death or feeling 

small and powerless, God has a home for us. God has secured a place for 

us and with God’s own life, in the life of Jesus Christ, God has bought 

into a future with us. That promised land is ours. All we need to do is 

buy-in to it. 

I didn’t notice it until someone pointed it out to me, but the fence by the 

Methodist church has been taken down. It’s the property across the street 

where the town’s old water tower used to be and the Methodist church 

has kept it mowed and safely closed off. But recently, they took the 

fence down. Because they want to build an outdoor space for the 
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Community Youth Group to use. They have plans to put in benches and 

a fire pit. And they decided to do this after hearing Lee and Sara talk 

about making place for kids to belong. That church bought-in to the 

vision that is bigger than their church or our church or any of our little 

churches. That all of us need a place to belong; that all of us, every one 

of us, need to know we belong to a God who has a future of us and has 

bought into us 100%. It’s what we all need isn’t it, as adults and kids? A 

place where we know we belong to God. 

What the Methodist church did, that’s a prophetic-people-of-God thing 

to do.  Buying-in to the future you don’t even know exists. Even when it 

feels like the eve of destruction. And the world as you know it is 

crumbling. And you aren’t even sure there will be a future. It’s a 

prophetic-people-of-God thing to do, to have hope anyway. To love your 

neighbor anyway, even when the world is full of hate. To plant a 

community garden, even though you may not eat from it. To pack a 

backpack of food for a child, even though you don’t know them. To host 

a dinner for those not in your circle of friends. To visit someone who 

may never visit you. To have mercy on those who many never have 
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mercy on you. To put your money down, to put your life down, to go all 

in for that future God has for us. And buy-in to the God who wants to 

give us all a place to call home. 

So let us buy-in. Let’s be prophetic and make a statement. Let us stake 

our lives to that Promised land. That life beyond life. That place where 

we belong. Where we will be at home with God and where all of 

creation will be restored. And the last will be first and the least will be 

the greatest and the lost are found. Let’s make a statement and buy-in to 

that future with God, committing ourselves to God who is 100% 

committed to us. 


