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October 6, 2019 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10    Big Enough Faith 

 

Today we celebrate your baptism, Sophia. We celebrate how special you 

are to God. We celebrate how special you are to us. This is a big deal. It 

is a big deal because you are giving your heart to God as God has given 

God’s heart to you. You are putting your faith in God. You are 

entrusting your life to God. You are setting aside YOUR way for God’s 

way. This is a big deal. For all of us. Baptism is a big deal. 

This is a big moment. A big event. In this little sprinkling of water, all 

kinds of big things have happened, Sophia. You have been blessed by 

God. You have been anointed with God’s Spirit. You have been claimed 

and adopted into God’s family. You have gone from a life of being by 

yourself to a new life of God with you. You, Sophia, belong to God. 

You have always belonged to God, but with this little sprinkling of 

water, what was invisible is now plain as day. You have said yes to 

God’s yes to you. And God’s Spirit will be at work in you-- the spirit of 

grace, the spirit of mercy, the spirit of love that is bigger than life itself. 

You have said yes to letting it guide you from now on. 
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That’s big, cosmic stuff, Sophia. It’s big eternal life stuff. And you 

might be wondering what will happen now. What big things will God 

do? What big things CAN God do? Because you are in the third grade, 

Sophia. And this big thing might, kind of, seem too big. Because you are 

not very big yourself. You can’t drive a car. You don’t have a 

checkbook. You can’t go off and be a missionary or a preacher just yet. 

You aren’t quite big enough. You might be thinking that you are just too 

small for this cosmic plan to love the world. You might say, God, I can’t 

do much. I don’t have enough in me. My faith is too small. But, let me 

tell you, Sophia, Jesus’ grown-up disciples thought the same thing. They 

didn’t think they were big enough. They didn’t think they were smart 

enough or wise enough. They didn’t think they were kind enough or 

brave enough. They felt too small for God’s big plan to love the world. 

Jesus’ own disciples, Peter, James, John, Andrew, all of them, they 

didn’t feel like they had enough faith. They said to Jesus one day: Help 

us, Jesus! Increase our faith. Give us more so we can follow you!  

The disciples didn’t feel like their faith was big enough. Because, well, 

Jesus was asking a lot of them. Jesus was asking them to love their 
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neighbors. He was asking them to love their enemies. He asked them to 

ignore all the big, popular people and focus on the least and the last 

people. He told his disciples to give without expecting anything back. To 

set aside their needs for the needs of others Be a servant, Jesus said. 

Bless those who curse you. Forgive those who don’t deserve it. Do it 

every day, even though you don’t see any results, and trust that God is 

still at work making things right. That’s what Jesus asked of his 

disciples. And the disciples worried. They wondered: What if I can’t do 

it? What if I don’t have enough in me? What if I get it wrong? Jesus, I 

need a bigger heart and a bigger mind and a bigger spirit. Jesus, I need to 

be a bigger, better me. Jesus, increase my faith. 

Sophia, we are all still asking the same thing from Jesus. All of us who 

have been baptized, we all wonder if we have enough faith to follow 

Jesus. We wonder if we are enough. We wonder if God could give us a 

little big more to get through the day. A little more certainty. A little 

more confidence. A little more hope. God wants big, big things, so God 

must need big, big faith from us. God must need big, big actions. That 

must be how God will change the world, with big, BIG miracles and 
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signs and wonders. That’s how justice and righteousness will win. 

That’s how God will win. Sometimes, that’s what we think, Sophia. We 

think that our God needs big stuff to do God’s big important work. 

And God’s work and God’s Kingdom are a big deal. They are a great big 

deal. Our baptism into that Kingdom is a big deal. We have a started a 

new life. We have a new mission. We have a new job that is cosmic and 

eternal. It’s a big deal. But what makes it a big deal is love. That is 

God’s mission. To be our God, no matter what. God’s faithfulness to us 

is a big deal. Sophia, this isn’t just about us. Jesus says, look if you had 

faith the size of a mustard seed that, just a speck of faith, you could do 

big things. You could pick up a tree and throw it into the ocean. Jesus 

knows that we think faith is this big deal that does big, big things. 

But that’s not what faith does. Faith doesn’t give you special powers. 

It’s not there so you can do magical things like pull up trees or bring 

down mountains or turn dogs into cats, or do things just to show 

everyone that you can. Our faith is not about us. It’s about God and 

God’s power to heal and feed and bless. It’s about God’s determination, 

and God’s risk to love us even though the risk may not work. Baptism 
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makes us part of that risk. All we do is love as Jesus asked us to and 

have faith that God will complete the mission. 

Jesus says that having faith means that you do the work that God has put 

in front of you. The good you can do, in the position that you are in. Be 

a good surgeon, be a good gardener, be a good student, be a good parent, 

be a good friend. Jesus compares this to being a good servant. Now 

Jesus has talked before about his disciples being servants. And today he 

is talking about his disciples being like slaves. Now slaves are not part 

of our world, but they were very much a part of the world that Jesus 

lived in. And everyone knew that slaves did what their masters told them 

to do. Slaves had jobs and that they were required to do them. They did 

the work right in front of them. Plowing the fields, cleaning the house, 

tending the sheep, cooking the supper. No thinking required. No 

deciding whether or not this was the ‘right’ work to do. No worrying 

about whether or not the work was good enough or big enough. You just 

did it for your master. And so it is with God, Jesus says. You just 

faithfully do the work in front of you that God has asked you to do. You 
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love your neighbor; you forgive your enemy; you turn the other cheek. 

You have faith that this is the work of the master. 

Jesus makes it sound simple.  And that’s what makes it so hard, Sophia. 

This life with Jesus isn’t one decision. It’s a million little decisions that 

we make every day. It’s every decision to remember our baptism and to 

live like we belong to God. It’s every decision we make to serve God 

and not ourselves. To be part of God’s mission, not our own mission to 

have what is bigger or better or faster. Our life is not about us anymore; 

it’s about God. It’s about the joy God takes in the small and the 

understated and the hidden. It’s about a risk for the sake of love. 

I have seen God’s work in little things like that. Maybe you have too, 

Sophia. Maybe you have seen people doing things faithfully because it is 

what God has asked them to do; those small acts of love for others. The 

way that Mr. Bill gets the bulletins folded. The way Ms Onedia gets the 

communion cups ready. The way Mr. Tom changes the message on the 

sign board out front. The way Mr. Tyler plays beautiful music every 

Sunday. The way your teachers are there at school every day. The way 

your mom fixes your favorite supper. It may not seem very big, but it is 
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to God. It’s what faith is all about. It’s about doing the small acts of love 

over and over again. It’s what we do here together. Church might seem 

like a small thing, but it’s how we practice being faith. We practice 

listening. We practice waiting. We practice making space and time for 

God. We practice so we will be ready for the big, big love of God that 

shows up all the time in unexpected places. On a walk. During a meal. 

At a cross. In a manger. We practice being faithful at whatever work we 

have to do, so we can understand the faithfulness of God. Why, I’ve 

seen you doing it already, Sophia, helping pick up the bulletins and 

cleaning up the fellowship snacks. You are already doing the loving 

things that faith requires. 

In baptism, we all become part of a bigger life, a bigger hope, a bigger 

risk to love the world. And we practice that faithfulness together. We 

become a kind of new family. In our first reading from the second letter 

to Timothy, we hear how important those relationships are. Paul is 

writing to Timothy a church leader in Ephesus. He is encouraging him to 

keep up his faithful work. Because even for faithful people, it’s hard to 

keep going sometimes. Even when you on God’s mission, things get 
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difficult. Sometimes, they get boring. Sometimes it might seem 

impossible just to love one another. And there are more interesting 

things to do than remember Jesus’ words and be a faithful servant work. 

Sometimes, Sophia, being faithful is not very exciting. 

But that’s where family comes in. Paul reminds Timothy to be thankful 

for his family; for his mother Lois and his grandmother Eunice. For the 

ways they did the work before them; how they taught him the stories of 

the Jesus. How they helped him learn his prayers and the rituals of faith 

and the spiritual language he would need to talk to God. See, faith 

doesn’t happen by itself. It doesn’t happen in isolation. It happens with 

others. It comes packaged in relationship. Faith takes a family. People 

here in this room can tell you how true that is. They can tell you about 

brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, grandparents and parents who taught 

them grace. Who taught them persistence. Who taught them perspective. 

Some families are biological and some are spiritual. Through baptism, 

we are all part of God’s family. And being a family is part of the work 

set before us. In this community, we practice loving one another and 

encouraging one another. We look out for one another and we have hope 
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for one another. We pray for one another. That kind of faith inspired 

someone who isn’t your grandma to be your grandma and treat you like 

you are her very own. Because you are worth that kind of love. You are 

a big deal, Sophia. And God’s love for you in Jesus is a big deal too. We 

promise, as your family, to remind you of that. We promise to be your 

brothers and sisters and parents and grandparents and help you learn 

what the faithfulness of God looks like. 

Sophia, you are baptized. You are a part of something big, and holy, and 

wonderful. The work of God has been set before you. And it will 

continue throughout your life in big and small ways. That mission to 

love the world at all cost. And all you need to do is the next thing before 

you. The next kind thing. The next good thing. The next sacrificial thing. 

The next godly thing. The next faithful thing. And do it for Jesus. Who 

has done everything for you, for each of us. For the sake of love. 


