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October 4, 2015 

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 

Genesis 18:1-8   The Welcome Takes Courage 

 

When Abraham saw the visitors standing near his tent, his first thought 

was to invite them to supper. Abraham ran to greet these strangers and 

he asked them to come and rest and wash their feet. Then the Bible tells 

us in great detail about the meal that Abraham prepared for them; the 

bread made with choice flour, the calf, tender and good, the curds, the 

milk. And this meal that was prepared with such care was set before 

these strangers. Abraham provides a warm welcome for them. He offers 

gracious hospitality to those standing near, on his doorstep. And the 

rabbis say that this is why Abraham is righteous in God’s eyes. Because 

of his hospitality; because of his generous welcome of others; because 

he does not ignore the stranger. He does not sneak away behind his tent 

to hide. He does not send them off down the road, telling them of 

another place where they can get a good meal. Abraham invites them to 

his own tent, to share his own food, and take up his own time and 

personal space. Abraham risks inviting in the strangers who are standing 

near, and in so doing, he eats with the Lord. 
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Today is World Communion Sunday and we are celebrating, that all 

over the world, people come to communion tables just like this to eat 

and drink with the Lord. People from other places and other cultures 

speaking other languages and singing other songs. They gather today 

just like us because of God’s hospitality. Because just like us, they know 

the welcome of Jesus. Because he took the risk of sitting down with the 

unwelcome and the strange. Because he took the risk of sharing his own 

bread, his own body, his own life and death and resurrection. Today, we 

will hear stories of courageous hospitality around the world, about 

people who risked inviting in the strangers standing near; and in so 

doing, they ate with the Lord. 

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. But in doing so, 

we eat with the Lord. 

In southern India, In India, those in the lowest caste, the Dalit are 

considered ‘untouchables’. They have the lowest paying jobs and the 

worst housing. But the culture believes this is God’s will. Rev 

Masilamani Azariah disagreed. He often spoke of Jesus as a brother to 

everyone and that he believed Jesus came to liberate all from bondage. 
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He spoke out against the prejudices of the caste system in Indian society 

and in the church. He founded a women’s college to provide students the 

access to education that his own mother was denied.  

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. But in doing so, 

we eat with the Lord. 

In West Africa, people believe the world is full of spiritual forces. And 

when something bad happens, when there is sickness or drought, they 

believe that a witch is to blame. Often the most vulnerable are accused: 

women, children, the elderly, the poor. People accused of witchcraft 

must flee with their families to communities called witches’ camps. 

These camps lack electricity and clean water and no schools for 

children. The Presbyterian Church of Ghana has been working in one of 

the largest camps to help meet basic needs. They have undertaken the 

slow work of trying to reconcile people with their villages in the hopes 

that they can go home again. 

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. But in doing so, 

we eat with the Lord. In Western Ukraine, Marta was out of work and 

needed a job. The only work she could find was as a teacher at the early 
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childhood center at the Reformed Church in her town. At first, she was 

frightened of the Roma (or Gypsy) children and their families that were 

there. But day by day, she grew in confidence and the children grew to 

love her. One day Marta explained to the church staff over tea, “My 

friends and family could not imagine that I would have anything to do 

with Roma people. Two years ago, on Christmas Eve, my family 

prepared a roasted pig and the Roma people came and robbed us; they 

took our presents and our pig. Now I know God has healed my broken 

heart; and I love these Roma people too.”  

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. But in doing so, 

we eat with the Lord God. Since the spring of 2011, the violence in 

Syria has displaced more than 9.5 million people. Refugees do not have 

access to basic needs like water, food, medicine and shelter. The 

National Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon, church buildings 

have been bombed and many are not usable. Congregations hold 

worship, prayer meetings, and Holy Communion in whatever location 

and on whatever days possible. Ministers who used to be judged on their 

abilities are now judged on how well their congregations minister to 
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those in need. But still, they proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and it is in his 

name that they stay there to serve others. 

It takes courage to welcome strangers who are near when they are 

different from us. Especially when they are so very, very different. 

Nueva Vida Hispanic Presbyterian church in Nashville, TN, formed in 

2013 because of the growing Latino community there on their doorstep. 

There were three simple needs—language training, child care, and 

fellowship. Every Tuesday and Thursday people from Guatemala, 

Honduras, El Salvador, Mexico, Peru, Colombia, and Bolivia gather to 

learn English. Homework help is offered. A meal is provided. They are 

led by this phrase: La iglesia sigue caminando, solo se detiene para 

predicar. The church keeps moving, only stopping to preach. 

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. Especially when 

they might not appreciate our efforts; when they live with the crippling 

effects of Alzheimers. According to the Alzheimers Association, more 

than 5 million Americans are living with a degenerative brain disease. 

Patients and caregivers often feel alone and helpless. The Presbyterian 

Church of Morris Plains in New Jersey saw that need among them. They 
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started a memory café one afternoon a month which provides a safe 

place for those with dementia and a resting place for their caregivers 

where they can find a bit of encouragement. 

Welcoming the strangers who stand near to us is a risk. Especially when 

we have other places to be and other things to do. In Cleveland Ohio, 

Calvary Presbyterian and New Life Community church began to 

welcome the homeless and indigent with a hot meal once a month. They 

decided it would be a top notch meal served restaurant-style with waiters 

for each table. The praise team sang for 30 minutes. Testimonials were 

given. People eating the meal began to get involved, singing, asking for 

prayers.  January 2014 was one of the coldest winters on record and one 

man who had always helped lead the song “Lean on Me” froze to death 

in field about a block from the church. At the next church supper, they 

had a short memorial filled with the quiet power of the Holy Spirit. This 

church family had truly become a family. 

Welcoming the strangers who are near to us is a risk. But in doing so, we 

may find ourselves eating with the Lord. At a camp in Malaysia, a group 

of refugees from Myanmar prayed for people they did not know, in a 
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country far away. They prayed that when they were resettled, God would 

lead them to a church home where they could worship in freedom. They 

prayed for welcome and for community and for friendship. A world 

away the people of Wythe Presbyterian Church in Hampton, VA, 

worried about their future. They prayed for those whom God was 

leading to their church. One Sunday, La Ring and Awng Mai, walked 

into their church. They were welcomed even as both sides stumbled over 

language barriers. They came back to church the next week. Soon other 

refugees from the Mynamar community joined them. Relationships 

formed and transformed both the congregation and the refugees. The 

struggles of the refugees became the struggles of the congregation. The 

‘other’ became ‘friend’ and in time part of ‘us.’ 

It takes courage to welcome the stranger who are near to us. An aging 

Anglo congregation in Lancaster PA was struggling to survive. It had a 

spacious building, but a dwindling membership. It reached out to an 

Oromo Ethiopian Church. When the Latino fellowship, Iglesia 

Resurreccion needed a new home, the church opened its heart again. 

They operate separately with three worship services. But come together 
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for Advent, Pentecost and World Communion Sunday when prayer and 

praise flow in three different languages. Food from each group gives 

shared meals an incredible mix of flavors and deepen the fellowship of 

this diverse group of disciples.  

Welcoming the strangers who are near to us is a risk. But in doing so, we 

eat with the Lord. 

It takes courage to welcome the stranger who is close by, rather than 

those farther away. Who is outside our door, who is just down the street. 

It takes courage to provide a welcome rather just write a check. It takes 

courage to provide thoughtful, careful hospitality. I think of your 

courage. You who have given of yourselves for others. Who have 

opened your hearts to foster kids. Who sit patiently week after week 

tutoring elementary students. Who bring meals to new moms and 

grieving families and isolated elders. Who make the church safe and 

warm for those who use it. Who provide courageous hospitality in the 

Community Garden and at Girl Scout meetings and in your work and at 

school. And in so doing, welcome the Lord. 
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What visitor is standing near to our tent? What stranger is right on our 

doorstep in need of a welcome? How can we be like Abraham and like 

Christ, welcoming people to come and sit and rest? Because Jesus 

invites us all to this table. The Lord welcomes us even if we are strange 

or unwelcome elsewhere. If we are from here or there. If we are great or 

small. If we speak English or Arabic. If we are perfect or very, very 

imperfect, as long as we are hungry, Jesus invites us to come and sit 

with him at this table. Come and eat and refresh yourself with all of 

God’s children.  

You are welcome. All are welcome to come and eat with the Lord.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Stories taken from the 2015 PC(USA) Mission Yearbook for Prayer 
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Holy Communion Liturgy 

 

We give thanks that in God’s Kingdom, people from everywhere will come to this Table. 

God welcomes us. 

We give thanks that there is a place here for everyone. There is a place here for you. 

God welcomes us. 

We give thanks that Jesus invites us to come and eat with him, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are little or whether we are big, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are lost or whether we are found, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are from here or whether we are from there, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are sick or whether we are well, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are rich or whether we are poor, 

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are young or whether we are old,  

God welcomes us. 

Whether we are right or whether we are wrong, 

God welcomes us. 

As we welcome one another at this Table, 

God welcomes us. 

As we eat this bread and drink from this cup together, 

God welcomes us. 

As we pray for one another, for peace and healing and hope, 

God welcomes us. 

We pray for….  As we pray this meal will be just a taste of the one we will share in heaven, 

God welcomes us. 

Let us pray the prayer together that Jesus taught us: 

 


