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November 27, 2016 

Romans 13:11-14 

Matthew 24:36-44   Live As in the Day 

 

This time of year, we really notice how dark it is. We notice that 

daytime only lasts so long and then it’s gone. And we miss most of it. 

The alarm clock rings in the morning, it’s pitch black. Is it time to get up 

already? We go to school and work in the dark. Then we come home 

again in the dark. This time of year, we notice how dark it is. 

We also notice how dark it feels in the world around us. We notice the 

darkness creeping in; just there on the edge of everything. The darkness 

of violence and war. The darkness of abuse and neglect. The darkness of 

loneliness. Just behind the twinkly lights of the holiday season. Just 

behind the Black Friday shopping and the bleary-eyed people gathering 

in the dark for bargains. We notice the darkness of families just 

scrapping by. The darkness of store clerks working three jobs. The 

darkness of despair that life isn’t quite what it should be. 

It is dark out there right now. And the apostle Paul tells us that we as the 

church need to notice it. We need to see it and name it. We need to 

notice it is dark and in the shadows there is violence and injustice and 
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abuse of the small and weak.  It is tempting to shut our eyes and not see 

those things. To shut our eyes and do things in the dark we think others 

can’t see. No, says the apostle Paul. We need to be awake. We need to 

live as in the day, even in the dark. We need to live as if the lights are 

on. As if the sun is out. As if everything that we do and say matters. 

Because it does matter. Because the night is almost gone. Because the 

darkness will not last. Because our Savior is coming to set things right. 

Paul tells us that as the people of God, we are to live as if it’s day. Even 

when it is dark. And it is very dark out there. As the people of God we 

do NOT pretend that everything is ok. As if there is righteousness and 

justice for everyone. As if secrets and lies do not exist. As if the desire 

for power and possessions does not corrupt us. Paul says it’s still night 

time. We still live in a world of dark deeds and oppression. Of haves and 

have nots. Of me first and you last. “You know what time it is” says 

Paul. It’s still night out there. We are still ruled by greed and fear. By the 

empires that put profit first. By all the voices in our heads that say we 

are nothing unless we do more and have more. It has been dark for us 

human beings for a long time.  And it’s still dark, says Paul. It’s still 
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night. But you need to live ‘as in’. Notice those two words. Paul means: 

AS IF. Because it hasn’t happened yet. It’s not yet. It’s not now. It’s still 

dark. But you need to live as if. AS IF it is daytime.  AS IF the sun is up. 

AS IF God’s grace is everywhere and the children of God are revealed. 

AS IF Christ as returned and God’s glory is all around us. AS IF our 

actions and motivations and what we are up to is as plain as day. Live as 

if that day has come, says Paul. Keep watch and stay alert. Live in the 

light. 

But it is still dark out there. We want to live as if it is day, but we are 

overwhelmed by the night. Sometimes the dark is all there is. The youth 

group went to Carter Caves on their fall retreat this year. And they did 

that thing where you go back into the cave and they turn off all the 

lights. And it is dark like you’ve never seen dark before. And your eyes 

try and try and try to adjust. They are trying to see something, anything. 

But you can’t see anything. Not your hand in front of your face. Not 

your neighbor next to you. Not the cave walls or the rocky ceiling or the 

path that leads out. There is no light. And you have no way of getting 
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your bearings and no way of orienting yourself and no way of knowing 

where you are. All there is, is the darkness. 

Now I’ve been in dark places. But I’ve always had a light. I’ve always 

had a lamp. Or a friend with a flashlight. Or a park ranger who could flip 

a switch. I’ve never been totally and permanently in the dark. But there 

are some who have been. Some who are. Some who are so much in the 

darkness that they can’t see a way out. People caught in cycles of drug 

addiction in Detroit. Where users use because there is no other way. 

Dealers deal because there are no other jobs. And kids grow up thinking 

there is no other life.  Or in Aleppo, Syria where families are trapped by 

the violence and fighting of the civil war all around them. The last 

hospital in Aleppo has been bombed out of existence. Aid trucks can’t 

get in with food and water. A quarter of a million people face death and 

watching their loved ones die simply because they were in the wrong 

place at the wrong time. And here in the United States, the good news is 

that Sesame Street introduced a character with an incarcerated parent. 

But that’s because of the bad news, that an unprecedented number of 
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kids, 2.7 million, are growing up with one or more parent in prison. 

That’s 1 in 28. Just 25 years ago, that number was 1 in 125.1  

It’s dark out there. It is night for so many people. And maybe it is for us 

as well. Maybe we are in a dark season. Maybe at work things seem 

hopeless. At school, we struggle with what path to take. We wonder 

which people to love. And who we are supposed to be. And how can we 

be happy? And how do we find joy and purpose and meaning? Isn’t 

there hope? Isn’t there a way out of where we are right now? 

It is dark out there. And we know that even if it’s not dark for us, it’s 

dark for a lot of people. And the worst thing we can do as the church, is 

live AS IF that’s just how things are. AS IF this is all there is. AS IF 

there’s nothing we can do. AS IF we weren’t made to be a light in the 

dark. Because that’s exactly what we were made to be. Recently I saw 

the movie, Snowpiercer. It’s an apocalyptic story of the Earth covered in 

ice and snow and the only survivors of the human race are on board a 

train that is endlessly circling the globe. The train is divided up into 
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sections. In the back sections of the train are the unwashed masses. 

Literally. Hundreds of people crammed into the last few cars. In the 

front are the elites, living in luxury and decadence. They live with 

reveling and debauchery and licentiousness and all those bad words Paul 

likes to use. In spite of the deadly conditions outside of the train and the 

deadly conditions in the back of the train. As long as those in the front 

can enjoy themselves and everyone knows their place, as long as there 

are children they can abduct from the back to work in the small spaces 

of the engine of the train, then things are fine. 

But things are not fine. In this world, things are not right. In this 

creation, things are not as God intends. But as the church, we know that 

things are about to change. Not be violence or war or revolution. But 

with a child. A baby. Given to us in love. To bring us back to love. To 

give us life with love. To give us life. Which death and darkness cannot 

overcome. As the church, we live as if THAT is real. 

We live AS IF the darkness will not last. We live AS IF the darkness 

cannot stand. We live AS IF we are ready for Christ to shine that light in 

every dark corner. The day is coming, Jesus tells his disciples in our 
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reading from Matthew. The day when I am with you on any day, every 

day. So don’t be complacent. Don’t doze off. Don’t wait to turn to God. 

Don’t wait until you have more time. Don’t wait until you have more 

energy. Don’t wait to live in the love of God who loves this whole world 

and loves you beyond all measure. Don’t live life in the dark. The night 

is almost over. Soon the sun will be up. The day is coming. Light is 

coming. Christ is coming. 

It is dark out there. And as the church, we are aware of the night that 

surrounds us and others and all of God’s creation. But live as if it’s day. 

Be awake, says Paul. Be ready, says Jesus. The light will shine in the 

darkness. The sun will arise. Christ will arise.  

The city of La Oroya in Peru is one of the 10 most contaminated cities in 

the world. Nearly all of the children have lead poisoning. And its adults 

have constant health problems due to heavy metal pollution. All of it 

was caused by toxic emissons from a US based metal smelter. In 2009, it 

shut down the mine in La Oroya and declared bankruptcy, claiming 

Peru’s government had created environmental regulations that were too 

strict and too expensive. Now in 2016, Peru’s president is trying to 
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reopen the mine, saying it will provide jobs and money that the country 

desperately needs. But only if emission standards are weakened. The 

Presbyterian Church’s mission agency has joined with the people of La 

Oroya, these people whose lives and whose land are so contaminated. 

They are working to file a lawsuit to stop the mine from reopening. Jed 

Koball, a facilitator in this conversation says they are looking for justice. 

He says: “We are joining in their demand that the health of the people 

and the home we all share in God’s creation be a top priority, rather than 

the potential profits of investors,—not just for Peru, but for all nations.”2 

It’s dark out there. And we as the church, we are to be a light in the 

darkness. To watch in the darkness for the coming day of our Lord 

Jesus. To shine in the darkness. To live AS IF we are in the daylight of 

God’s love. Awake to the needs of our neighbors. To the kids at 

Buckhorn and Uspiritus. To the families who go without food on the 

weekends. To the need for grace and new life in all of us. To live in a 

Good Friday world living as if it is Easter Sunday. As if spring will 
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follow winter. As if the sun has arisen. As if Christ has arisen and 

dispelled the dark. As if he has shown us the way out and the way back 

home. 

 

 


