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November 24, 2014 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

Matthew 15:32-38 

 

Where are we to get enough bread? That’s the question Jesus’ disciples 

ask as they look out over the enormous number of people before them. 

Where are we to get enough bread?  A great crowd of people had 

followed Jesus, the blind, the lame, the hopeless, the hopeful. They had 

followed Jesus and they stayed with him for three days. And they have 

had nothing to eat. The disciples know all of this. They know that they 

are in a desert. All the same, Jesus calls the disciples to him and says, I 

have compassion for these people. If I send them away, then they will 

faint with hunger. The disciples sense Jesus’ meaning. He hasn’t asked 

them to do anything. But he has. So they ask their slightly unrealistic 

Lord: Where are we to get enough bread? 

Where are we to get enough? That is the question this evening. It is the 

question of our time, the question of all of us, as we struggle with the 

not-enough that we have. As we look out over the impossible needs to 

be met. We know all too well that there is not enough. There is not 
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enough time in the day. There is not enough money in the bank. There is 

not enough space between one thing and the next, even for us to catch 

our breath. As we run from one thing to the next. Perhaps you feel that 

not-enough feeling right about now. At this time of year. When the push 

is on. When every TV commercial shows you the perfect holiday. It 

shows you the perfect family. And here is the one more thing that you 

need. Here is the one more thing you ought to have. The one more thing 

for your kids, for your parents, your friends, your spouse, your partner, 

your dog and your cat. You think you have enough? Oh no, you do not. 

You do not have what you need. You something else. You need more. 

Everyone needs more. If you have more, if you have something other 

than what you have right now, you’ll be happy.  That’s what the world 

tells us at Christmas time. And pretty much all the time, that there is 

something more we need. We did suspect that that was true but now we 

know for sure. What we have is not enough. 

We don’t have enough. We are pretty sure of it. And the disciples in our 

scripture reading are pretty sure of it too. Whatever they have, it is not 

enough. They know they do not have what they need. Although what 
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they need is not what we think we need: a new iphone or a pair of skinny 

jeans or a sing-along version of the movie Frozen. They were following 

Jesus after all, the Son of Man, who had no place to lay his head. Every 

day with him was a day they had to live on faith. Every day with Jesus, 

they had to trust that there would be enough. But today, this day in the 

desert with the huge crowd, wow, it surpassed every day before that they 

had had to live on faith. There really was not enough. How could there 

be enough? Where would they get enough? 

Out in that desert, out in the wilderness, your faith gets tested. Things 

look impossible. You know you do not have what it takes. There are so 

many demands. So many needs. So many hungry mouths. So many 

people to satisfy. All you think about is what you do NOT have. And 

even though Jesus is with you, even though you know he’s right next to 

you, things still look impossible. Because you are in the wilderness, and 

you don’t have the resources, and you don’t have the supplies to take 

care of what you are supposed to take care of.  

Where are we to get enough, Jesus? We don’t have enough. There isn’t 

enough food for the hungry. There isn’t enough medicine for the sick. 
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There isn’t enough safety in our schools. There isn’t enough love for our 

elders. There isn’t enough help for our veterans. There isn’t enough time 

for our families. There isn’t enough peace for the war-torn and the grief-

stricken. What can we do, Lord? We don’t have what we need to fix any 

of it. Where are we to get enough bread to feed so great a crowd? 

And Jesus turns to his disciples, in the wilderness, in that desert of we-

do-not-have, and he says, What DO you have? “Now, hold on, Jesus.” I 

imagine the disciples saying, “What kind of question is that? --What do 

we have?-- We have not much, Jesus. We have very little. Look around 

at this wilderness. Look around at all these people. Look at the need. 

Look at the hunger. And we don’t have mountains of food. We don’t 

have a catering truck. We don’t have the money or the time or the 

energy to make a meal big enough. We don’t have… We don’t have… 

How much time do we spend talking about what we don’t have? How 

much energy do we spend mourning what we don’t have? That we don’t 

have enough money in our bank account. We don’t have enough healthy 

joints in our body. We don’t have enough room in our car. We don’t 

have good water pressure in the bathroom. We don’t have enough good 
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shoes to wear. We don’t have enough high definition in our TV. We 

don’t have the gadget, the clothes, the job, the relationship, the family, 

the past, present, future, the easy-living, problem-free life that someone 

else has. We don’t have it. We don’t have what we need, to live that 

faithful life you want us to live, Jesus. 

What do you have?, asks Jesus. What DO you have? Don’t look around 

at what there isn’t, look at what there is. How many loaves of bread DO 

you have?, he asks. Then Jesus takes what they have and he gives thanks 

for it. Jesus does something miraculous here, something extraordinary. 

In the face of all they do not have, he gives thanks for what they DO 

have. He takes what there is, what is present and available and he 

appreciates it. He gives thanks for what IS there. Thank you, God, for 

what we HAVE. And he blesses those little loaves and he breaks them 

and he gives them to the crowds and it is enough. It is more than enough. 

On Thanksgiving, we look at what we DO have and we say, Thank you, 

God. Thank you God for what there is. Not for what there isn’t. Thank 

you God for how things are, not how they aren’t. We are grateful for the 

blessings we have, not the ones we don’t. We say ENOUGH to the not-
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enough voices. We say ‘be still’ to the siren song of the consumer 

culture. We say, take a day off to the images and ads that teach us to 

covet. Take this day, Thanksgiving Day, off. Because we are giving 

thanks. It’s a day of Sabbath, the day of liberation. When we are glad for 

what we have. For those little loaves of bread. For our family and 

friends. For the sun coming up each day. For the strength we have for 

today and the hope we have for tomorrow. For the Savior who has 

compassion and will not leave us in the wilderness. For the God who 

loves us from the beginning of our story to the very end.  

So let us give thanks for what we have. Let us give thanks for what there 

is. And let every day be a thanksgiving day for the all the little loaves 

and fishes. For the gifts and blessings from God who sustain us every 

day. 

 

Matthew 15:32-38 

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the crowd, because 

they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send 

them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.’ 33The disciples said to him, ‘Where are we 

to get enough bread in the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ 34Jesus asked them, ‘How many 

loaves have you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’ 35Then ordering the crowd to sit 

down on the ground, 36he took the seven loaves and the fish; and after giving thanks he broke 

them and gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37And all of 

them ate and were filled; and they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full. 

38Those who had eaten were four thousand men, besides women and children.  

 


