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November 13, 2016 

Isaiah 65:17-25 

Luke 21:5-19    Just Keep Going 

 

Just keep going. Have faith. Stick with it. Don’t give up. Don’t get 

discouraged. I know it’s hard, but you will make it. Just keep going. It’s 

helpful to have some encouragement now and then. Especially when 

times are tough. Especially when the future looks grim. Especially when 

everything seems to be against us. And we are struggling just to keep 

going. Just to get through those days to retirement. To get through those 

days of parenting. Those days of caregiving. Those days of middle 

school. Those days of being in a world that looks so harsh and so hard 

and so frightening. Just hold on. Have faith. Keep going. 

That’s Jesus’ message today. That when the world seems terrible and 

awful and everything is on the brink of collapse, don’t give up hope. 

Don’t give up your faith. Remember who you are and who God is. 

Remember the good news; that God wins. That no matter what happens 

in the world, God has the last word. Don’t give up. Don’t be afraid. Just 

keep going, Jesus says. In the midst of despair. In the midst of violence. 

In the midst of war and change and uncertainty. Jesus wants us to have 
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hope, just as he wanted his disciples to have hope. And back then, in 

Jesus’ time, hope was very hard to come by. Back then, the world 

looked terrible indeed. 

Just listen to what Jesus is talking about with his disciples. War, 

rebellion, famine, plague, earthquakes, imprisonment, persecution. The 

complete disintegration of society. The absence of human rights. 

Frightening things by anyone’s standard. And what prompted Jesus to 

talk about the fragility of the world was something that seemed to be the 

opposite of that; something secure and permanent, something grand and 

glorious, something holy and righteous, built by God and for God, that 

would stand forever, even when everything else fell away: the temple in 

Jerusalem. Surely, God’s holy temple would last forever. Jesus says no, 

even that will fall. But you still must have faith. You still must keep 

going. 

The temple at Jerusalem was a wonder by all reports. Josephus, the 

Jewish historian, said that it was a marvel of the ancient world. And 

that’s how King Herod built it, to be a marvel. Construction began in 19 

BC and continued for 60 years. It was built of granite blocks weighing 
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between 2 to 80 tons. 10,000 craftsmen were employed in the quarrying, 

shaping, and positioning of the stones.1 The entire temple complex 

covering 37 acres and could accommodate between 300,000 to 400,000 

people. The 9 gates leading up to the temple plaza were covered in 

bronze and silver. And the central temple structure where the Holy of 

Holies was, was on the highest spot and was built of white marble and 

covered with gold plating. It was as dazzling as a snow-covered 

mountain, writes Josephus.2 

The temple was dazzling. It was something the Jewish people were quite 

proud of. So much effort, so much time and money had been poured into 

its construction. Look at the beautiful stones and the magnificent 

decorations! Look at our temple. Look at this beautiful symbol of our 

people and our community. But, Jesus says that even the temple, even 

the most glorious sanctuary on earth will not last forever. Even our 

proudest accomplishment, our most holy achievement, our greatest 

advancement, it will not last. Even the temple in all its grandeur will be 

                                                           
1 Josephus, Antiquities. 15.11.2 
2 Josephus, Jewish War, V, v, 6 
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torn down, Jesus says. It will be demolished and destroyed. Nothing will 

be left. This most marvelous place of worship, this place of national and 

spiritual identity, this immoveable structure that is God’s home. It will 

be gone. Can you imagine? Can you imagine being told that the most 

important, most symbolic building you know will be gone? The Statue 

of Liberty. The White House. Notre Dame. St Peter’s Basilica. Can you 

imagine? Your business that you worked so hard to build. Your legacy 

you worked so hard to construct. Your home. Your town. Your church. 

Can imagine losing them? Can you imagine having nothing left and still 

having faith in God? 

What Jesus was telling his disciples, he was also telling the early church 

of the first century. And they could imagine such things. They had seen 

such things and lived through such things. Scholars say that Luke put his 

gospel together around the year 90 CE. And twenty years earlier in the 

year 70, the Roman Emperor Titus had marched into Jerusalem and 

destroyed the temple. He had literally knocked down the stones and 

looted all the priceless ornaments. What was so beautiful and permanent 

was gone. There was war and disease and persecution and suffering. 



5 
 

People had lost family and friends. They were without homes and 

communities. The first Christians had experienced all these things. What 

Jesus was talking about was real. The devastation was real.  

Have faith, Jesus says. In the midst of all this chaos, in the midst of the 

world falling apart, do not be terrified. Do not give up hope. That’s what 

Jesus wants his disciples to remember. That’s what he wants us to 

remember. Terrible things are going to happen. There will be war and 

devastation and disaster. The most permanent things will be lost. Your 

most precious places will be gone. It will happen not in some faraway 

place across an ocean. It will happen here to you all. It will happen even 

to the people of God.  

That’s the first thing I take from this teaching from Jesus. That loss and 

devastation are part of our story. It’s part of our story as the people of 

God. We will go through hard times. We will face difficult trials. 

Because being blessed does not mean being immune to suffering. It 

means being part of it. And still having hope. That’s the second thing I 

take from Jesus, that we aren’t alone.  That God will not leave us. Jesus 

will not leave us. He will not skip the suffering of God’s creation. He 
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will not skip the cross. He will not skip the grave. He will not skip 

giving his life for the life of the world. Because he wants to be with us. 

God wants to be with us. In our grief and our hurt. That’s our story. That 

God doesn’t give up. That God wants to be our God no matter what. 

And no matter what God will win back this creation. 

Jim Wallis, the Christian writer, tells about volunteering in a church 

homeless shelter around Christmas time. The church basement was 

decorated with banners and Christmas decorations, “Good news! Christ 

is born!” “Glory to God in the Highest” and so on. One of the homeless 

men looked around the room and asked, “What is the good news 

anyway?” Jim Wallis said there was a long pause; nobody knew what to 

say. Finally another homeless person spoke up from the back of the line, 

“The good news is that it doesn’t have to be like this.” 

We know there is hardship. We know there is suffering. We know there 

is pain and loss in the world. We don’t shelter ourselves from it or 

ignore it or find a group to blame or imply it’s God’s will that they 

should suffer. Jesus says it could be us. It will be us. We too will lose 

things too. We will suffer too. The glorious things we have worked so 
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hard to build will crumble. The honor and glory we have received, it is 

temporary at best. The culture won’t always listen to us or cater to us. 

Our temples won’t always be beautiful and impressive. There will be 

hard times just as there have been before. And just as before, we will 

still have hope. We will still believe God is with us. We will just keep 

going and have faith that things don’t have to be like this. 

That’s the third lesson for today; for us to remember to believe in God’s 

future. That’s what Isaiah tells us today. That’s what he was telling the 

people of God; to keep going, to have faith. Even though the future 

looked desperate. It was the year 515 BC and the people had just 

returned to the land of Israel. They had been in exile in Babylon for 70 

years. They had come back to find Jerusalem in utter ruins. They had 

dreamed about coming home and they had longed for it. But the city 

they came back to was nothing but a pile of rocks and weeds. The people 

of God were deeply, deeply disappointed. 

Maybe we have felt that way too. We have felt disappointed in God. 

Disappointed that things aren’t what they should be. That life isn’t any 

better. We feel despair. Why work for peace when there is still violence? 
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Why fight drug addiction when it doesn’t make a difference? Why feed 

people when they will just be hungry again? Why tutor a child when 

they are so far behind? Why speak up for clean air or clean water when 

no one seems to care? Why vote when the system will never change? 

Why talk to your neighbors when you won’t ever agree? Why love 

anyone because they won’t love you and they will probably hurt you or 

leave you? 

Why? Because, says Isaiah, this isn’t where our story ends. God is 

creating a new heavens and a new earth. And life will be good. For 

everyone. Children won’t die. No one will be left alone. You will be 

safe. You will live with justice and fairness. You won’t labor for 

nothing. Everyone will have enough.  The lion and the lamb and the 

wolf and the ox will all lie down together. There will be no more 

predators. No more prey. No one will hurt or destroy on my mountain, 

says the Lord. 

That’s where our story ends. That’s our future. And we just keep going 

toward it. Yes, we know the pain and the loss and the suffering of this 

world. But we also have hope in the promise of the new creation. We, as 
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the church, live in both of those worlds. The world now and the world to 

come. We live in that tension as Jesus did and Isaiah did and as the 

people of God are always called to do. To live in the world of bad news 

with good news.3 Because the minute we let go of either one, we stop 

being the church. The minute we ignore this world and the groaning of 

all creation we stop being the church. The minute we let go of hope in 

God’s future, we stop being the church. We are the people who share 

God’s light in the darkness. Who have hope that goodness will 

overcome evil. That our story ends with God on the throne making all 

things new. 

The good news is that Jesus Christ has already overcome the world. That 

he has already overcome the darkness. That he has already overcome 

death. And we don’t have to do much more than just keep going. 

Keeping loving our neighbor. Keeping praying for our enemy. Keep 

going the extra mile and turning the other cheek. Keep being stewards of 

creation. Keep serving the least and the last and the lost as if they are 

                                                           
3 Kyle Childress  http://www.ekklesiaproject.org/blog/2013/11/what-is-the-good-news-anyway 
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Christ himself. Keep planting gardens. Keep packing bags of food. Keep 

loving your family. Keep being kind. Keep forgiving. Keep hoping. 

Keep doing those little acts of faith. Keep being people of love, people 

of faith, people of God. Just keep going.  

 

God speaks to each of us as he makes us, 

then walks with us silently out of the night. 

These are the words we dimly hear: 

You, sent out beyond your recall, 

go to the limits of your longing. 

Embody me. 

Flare up like a flame 

and make big shadows I can move in. 

Let everything happen to you: beauty and terror. 

Just keep going. No feeling is final. 

Don't let yourself lose me. 

Nearby is the country they call life. 

You will know it by its seriousness. 

Give me your hand. 

 

 (Book of Hours, I 59) Rainer Maria Rilke 

 

 

 


