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May 31, 2015 

Acts 2:1-21   A Bigger, Noisier, Different Church 

 

If the story of the very first Pentecost tells us anything, it’s that the Spirit 

of God will make us bigger and noisier and different. On that first 

Pentecost, when the Spirit of God rushed in like a hurricane, it stirred up 

the disciples. It had them feeling like they’d never felt before. It had 

them saying things they’d never said before. It had them on fire like 

they’d never been on fire before. The Spirit of God created a Church that 

was big and noisy and so different from the world around it.  

Whenever I hear or read this story of the wild, exuberant Church born at 

Pentecost, I admit that it makes me a bit uncomfortable. Because that 

kind of church is so strange to me. I grew up as a cool and calm 

Presbyterian on the wide-open Plains of Kansas and South Dakota and 

Iowa where you didn’t want anything to be big or noisy or to catch fire 

because that would be dangerous for the livestock. And big, noisy, 

different things, weren’t really welcome in town. And especially not in 

the church. Because big, noisy, different things might bother people. 

And bothering people, well, that was one of the worst things you could 
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do. So you did everything to avoid bothering anyone. You didn’t put up 

too many Christmas lights because it might bother someone. You didn’t 

bring anything spicy to the potluck because it might bother someone. 

You didn’t tell anyone you went to the hospital for heart surgery. 

Because it’s nothing to worry about; you don’t want to be a bother. 

So when I hear about the Pentecost story about the disciples and their 

Pentecost Church and how it is bigger and noisier and entirely different, 

my inner-Midwesterner gets uncomfortable. I am concerned and a bit 

worried that the disciples will be a bother. What will the neighbors think 

of them? What if they get into trouble? What if someone calls the police 

because they are causing a stir and hassling the neighbors at 9 in the 

morning? I worry about our little group of disciples being a bother to the 

world. 

But it doesn’t seem like the disciples are worried about that at all. The 

Church born at Pentecost is bigger and noisier and absolutely different. 

And the disciples seem to be telling us that that’s the Church we were 

born to be. And the Holy Spirit whispers that maybe we, as Church, 

need to be bothering the world just a little bit more. We should be 
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bothering the world with God’s message of justice and mercy. We 

should be bothering the world with the message that is more to life than 

the stuff we have. We should be bothering the world with the good news 

of the cross and the resurrection, and then we bother it even more by 

living it. The world could use a Church that bothers them by being a 

loving community that is greater than one culture or one race. It’s 

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit is calling us to be that Church again. 

The first disciples, whether they knew it or not, were going to be that 

Church. There they were together on that day just waiting for the Spirit. 

Praying for the Spirit. Hoping the Spirit would come like Jesus had 

promised it would. They were living in expectation. And I wonder how 

often we do that as the Church? How often do we pray and wait and 

hope for the Spirit? Do we expect that what happened on Pentecost will 

also happen with us? That the Spirit might come crashing in and make 

us bigger and noisier and different? Would that be OK even if it made us 

a bit of a bother? Would it be OK for the Spirit to do to us what it did to 

the first disciples? To make us into the Church that the world needs? 
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At Pentecost, the Spirit descends on the disciples. And it creates the 

Church, first, by making their gathering bigger. Now when I say bigger, 

some might think of numbers or size. Some might think of the Spirit 

making the church bigger by providing pews packed with people. Of 

course, we want the Church to be bigger. Every church wants to be 

growing and expanding and building new buildings and paving new 

parking lots. That’s what the world tell us we need to do. That’s how we 

will be successful. --What is our goal? Why, it is to be big.-- And 

Pentecost makes the church bigger. But not in the way we might expect. 

The Spirit takes a little tiny ethnic group of Jews who follow a Jewish 

Savior and makes it bigger by inviting the world to join in. Jesus’ first 

disciples, we can imagine, were people who looked like each other and 

spoke like each other, who were racially and ethnically and culturally 

similar to each other. But on Pentecost, the Spirit says that’s not enough 

for the Kingdom of God. It’s not enough for one people to be the people 

of God. It’s not enough for one group or one race to know God’s mercy. 

It’s not enough for one language to be the language of God’s grace. So 

at Pentecost, the Spirit makes the Church bigger by inviting in people 
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from all over the known world. From the four corners of the Roman 

Empire, as we read in our Scripture. And we thought all those nations in 

the reading today were there just to trip up the person reading them. No, 

this list includes everyone imaginable: Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 

people from Mesopotamia, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, 

Pamphylia, Egypt, Libya, Romans, Cretans, Arabs. The church is no 

longer a hometown church made up of hometown folks. It is bigger. It is 

bigger than one community. Bigger than one language. Bigger than one 

nation. And though that might bother some people, it certainly does not 

bother God. At Pentecost, God’s Church goes global. 

The Church gets bigger at Pentecost. And secondly, that means, that it is 

a heck of a lot noisier. We can imagine what it would have sounded like 

with that crowd of people talking. And the noise of all those different 

languages being spoken at once. Good news spoken on top of Good 

news. We can imagine the shouts of excitement. The laughter and the 

yelling and all the commotion of the Holy Spirit anointing everyone and 

making them speak all at once. The neighbors think they are all drunk on 

another kind of spirit. It sounds like they are having a wild party over 
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there. Because the Holy Spirit makes you a little noisy. But it’s not noise 

for the sake of noise. It’s not shouting and laughing for the sake of 

shouting and laughing. It’s the noise of heaven on earth. It’s the noise of 

God’s Word being spoken in different ways so that different people can 

understand. In that Pentecost church, people from all kinds of places 

hear God’s word spoken in their own native language. 

The Holy Spirit gives the Church the power to speak.  And not just one 

person. Not just Peter. Not just James. Or John. But every disciple. 

Every one of them is filled with the Holy Spirit. And every one is 

speaking a language that someone needs to hear. With most religions, 

that’s not how it works. There is one oracle or one prophet who speaks. 

At the Temple in Jerusalem, it was one group of priests and scribes who 

explained the Law. But at Pentecost, the Holy Spirit gives everyone the 

power to speak. Peter quotes the prophet Joel: God’s spirit will be 

poured out on all flesh. “Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream 

dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, I will pour out my 

Spirit.” Everyone will receive it. Slaves. Women. The most humble and 
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the most overlooked. The oldest elder. The youngest child. God will 

pour out God’s Spirit upon them. And they will speak. They will speak a 

language that needs to be spoken. They will say what someone else 

needs to hear. In God’s church the Holy Spirit is poured out on every 

one of us. So each of us can speak. So YOU can say what you know 

about mercy. You can say what you know about grace. Say what you 

know about God reaching down and rescuing you from the Pit and 

redeeming you and healing you. Speak about God so loving the world 

that God sends God’s only Son to save it because it is worth saving. 

Speak about what you know. Speak about there being more to life than 

what’s in your closet. Speak about there being more to life than the kind 

of car you drive or the phone you have or the amount of money in your 

bank account. Speak about the peace that passes all understanding which 

Christ gives you in life and in death. Because YOU can say it in a way 

that someone else can hear. Let the Church speak! Let it be noisy with 

the good news even if it does bother the neighbors! 

Now third and last, if the church is bigger and if it is noisier because of 

the Holy Spirit, then we know that it’s going to be different. It’s not 
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going to be the Church that it was before. It’s not going to be the 

gathering that it’s always been. The disciples must have realized that 

quickly at Pentecost. When the Spirit had them saying things they had 

never said before; in ways they had never spoken before. Those disciples 

must have known that things were going to be different. Because God in 

Jesus Christ had made things different and was still making thing 

different. In the Church we tend not to like things being different. We 

tend to get comfortable with things. We tend to want things to be as they 

have been before. I like to walk the same route to the post office every 

day. I like to drink my coffee from the same mug every morning. I like 

to come to church and do those comfortable things I love to do. It makes 

me feel good when things are the same. But at Pentecost, the Church 

does something different. The Spirit has the disciples out doing things 

differently, proclaiming that God is making things new in Christ. The 

Spirit does not get the disciples to go out and say that everything will 

stay the same and that we should all stay the same and that God wants to 

leave the world the same. No, Pentecost is all about God doing 

something new. It is about the Spirit of God giving us the Power to be 
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part of that. To proclaim that things are not as they should be. That the 

oppression of the weak is not acceptable. That greed is not acceptable. 

That poverty and war and apathy are not acceptable. That ruining God’s 

creation is not acceptable. God wants things to be different.  And we are 

here to live that and proclaim that even if it bothers the world. We are 

different and we know it.  

At Pentecost, the Spirit makes us different. It makes us noisier. It makes 

us bigger. And today is our Pentecost. And the Holy Spirit is just waiting 

to descend on us and make us into something new. What if today was 

our re-birthday as the Church? Could we imagine that? Could we 

imagine ourselves bigger and more global? Could we imagine ourselves 

noisier with more of us empowered to speak of God’s love for us in 

Jesus Christ? Could we imagine ourselves different, new and 

transformed by the Holy Spirit? Could we imagine us being the church 

together? The kingdom of God on earth? Can we imagine it even if it 

bothers us? Even if it bothers the world? Because we are that Church. 

And God has given us the Power to be that Church together. May it be 

so. May it be so. 


