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May 24, 2015 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven. That’s what our reading from Ecclesiastes tells us today. This 

book of the Bible is classified as Wisdom Literature. And the writer of 

this Biblical book offers us the wisdom of one who has been around long 

enough to see everything and understand the ways of the world. And if 

the writer of Ecclesiastes has learned anything from life it is this: that 

there is a time and a season for everything. For the good and the bad, the 

ups and the downs, the joys and sorrows. They are all a part of life. And 

all of them may come your way. But they will also go. There are seasons 

to our lives. There is a time and a purpose for everything. 

This morning, as we look out over the Community Garden, we can see 

that life has seasons. There is a time for everything in the Garden. There 

is a time to prepare the soil. A time to till and fertilize. Then there is a 

time to plant. Then there is a time to water and weed and wait. And then 

there is more time to water and weed and wait. Then finally comes the 

time to harvest. The time to dig and snip and pluck and gather. And give 

away lettuce. And beg people to pick the herbs. And sneak bags of 

cherry tomatoes onto other people’s porches. Then there is the end of the 

growing season, the time to pull up the plants and cut down the vines 

and put the garden to bed. There are seasons in the garden; there is a 

cycle and a rhythm to life. And there is a time for everything. And 

everything has its season. And we must live in whatever season we are 
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in. It’s no use wishing you could harvest a squash in May. It’s no use 

planting green peppers in October when the frost is about to come. 

Everything has its time. Everything has its season. 

And the same is true for our lives. Our lives have seasons. We all go 

through the good and the bad and the up and the down. Each of us right 

now, is in a season of life. Maybe the words of Ecclesiastes spoke to 

you. Or maybe you can think of better word that describes where you 

are. Maybe this is a time for you to make decisions. Or a time to wait to 

decide. Maybe it is a time to learn. Or a time to unlearn. Maybe it is a 

time to rest. Or a time to be restless. What is the season you are in right 

now? Summer, fall, winter, spring. What is your season and are you at 

home in it? Do you own the season you are in? Or do you wish it was 

somehow different?  Do you wish the time for this matter would be time 

for another matter? 

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under 

heaven, Ecclesiastes says. There is a time for everything. For the good 

and the bad. For the up and the down. For conflict and for comfort. For 

things to fall apart and for things to be put back together. There is a time 

for everything in life. Life has many seasons. But the scripture reassures 

us that while there are many seasons, all of them are seasonal. None of 

the times we are in are permanent. They may seem to be. It may seem 

that this season you are in will never end. This season of drought. This 

season of loss. This season of misunderstanding or loneliness. This 
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season where nothing seems to be going right at all. --Know that this is 

just a season. This is but a moment of your life. And this is not how 

things will be forever. It is a season. This too shall pass.  

Or maybe this is a good season. A fruitful season. You have the job. You 

have the grades. You have the friends. You have the corner office. You 

have access to all your dreams. You are happy. Life is good. But those 

who are wise, who have lived life, know that all seasons change. And 

the moments of joy and peace and fulfillment, we should treasure them 

and appreciate them. Because they pass by so quickly. Seasons change. 

Life moves on. There is a time for everything. And this too shall pass.  

For everything there is a season and a time for every matter under 

heaven. Everything has its place and its moment. And the wise know 

that all things are in God’s hands. The good and the bad. The up and the 

down. The joy and the sorrow. In every one of these moments, as we 

live life in every season, we learn that God is with us. We begin to grow 

in wisdom, understanding that in the whole arc of our existence, God is 

at work. There is a time for everything. There is time. There is time for 

loss and grief and letting go. There is time for forgiveness and healing 

and new life. There is time for God to put all things to work for the 

good. There is time for hope because this world and all of its seasons 

belong to God. And in God’s great big Garden of Creation which 

stretches from one end of infinity to the other, the part that we play in it 

is so small but so precious to God. 
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For everything there is a season, and time for every matter under heaven. 

So, be in your season. It is important. It is purposeful. But know that this 

season you are in shall pass. And that whatever comes next, whatever 

season it is, it too will have a purpose. Whether it is a time of planting, 

or growth, or harvest, or dying back-- God is with you. God is with us 

all. Promising that in all times and places we belong to God. Promising 

that all of our times are in God’s hands. Amen. 


