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May 22, 2016 

John 16:12-15 

Romans 5:15    Access Granted 

 

I had tickets to see U2 at Madison Square Garden in New York City and 

I can’t even describe how excited I was. It was Bono and the Edge and it 

was New York City; and for this small town Midwesterner, it was about 

as close to a divine experience as you could get. I had gotten tickets for a 

friend and I in what I thought was this special standing room only spot 

in front of the stage where the performers came out into the crowd. The 

area was a first come, first served type situation, so we went and stood in 

line and waited 8 hours for the concert. 8 hours. We stood there and we 

waited with all the others. Then, finally, finally, it was time to get in and 

go down to that special spot in front of the stage. We passed through 

checkpoints and more checkpoints and got to the last usher before the 

stairs to the arena floor. The usher looked at our tickets. “No, I’m sorry. 

These tickets aren’t good here.” WHAT? “No, these aren’t for the spot 

down front.” WHAT? “No, these aren’t for here. They are for back 

behind the stage way up in the third balcony.” WHAT? “I’m sorry. You 

can’t get in here.” And just like that, we were dismissed. There would be 
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no close, upfront view of anything. No personal encounters with Bono or 

the Edge. It was access denied. 

I was so close. But I couldn’t get in. It was just a concert, I know. But I 

bet we all have stories like that. Times when we were denied access to 

something. Politely refused and shown the door. Mailed a letter with 

‘thanks, but no thanks for your application.’ Told by someone: ‘you 

can’t come in. You aren’t part of the team. You can’t participate. No 

soup for you.’  I’d say that most of us have had that an experience like 

that. And many think they have had that experience with God. They feel 

like God is prepared to shut us out. To refuse us entry because we don’t 

have the right ticket. To deny us life eternal and life abundant because 

we aren’t good enough or ready enough. So many people are afraid that 

with God it will be access denied.  

But the good news from our scripture today is that that isn’t true. Not 

with God. The Apostle Paul tells us that God has made it so we can 

come on in. God has worked to ensure that we are welcome. God’s 

abundant life is ours. Peace and love and hope, it’s ours, today. There is 

nothing keeping us out any longer. In Jesus Christ, it’s access granted. 
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The good news is almost too good to be true. And maybe it sounds too 

good to be true. That all of a sudden, an abundant, eternal life in God 

could be ours just like that. It was hard for early Christians to believe it 

too. Especially for Jewish Christians who were used to boundaries and 

restrictions and rules about who was in with God and who was out. It 

was for God’s protection. For our protection. Not just anyone could have 

access to God. God had selected a chosen people. Abraham’s children 

and all his descendants, they were God’s people; they were God’s 

family. They had inherited access to God’s good life. 

Our church’s 175th anniversary is this year. And some of us are working 

on a big party for Saturday, August 13 (put it on your calendar). Judy 

Offutt has been scanning in pictures from old church photo albums. At 

our last meeting, she showed us pictures she found from the last party, 

the 150th. There were Hicks and Haynes and Foleys and Davis and 

Nuckols. Families who have been a part of the church for generations.  

Church families are wonderful. But sometimes, church families can 

exclude, even unintentionally, those who aren’t part of the family. I 

remember being in churches where the So-and-So family had always 
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served on session. And the Such-and-Such family always had final say 

on the property. And the people who had been there 20 years were still 

new and didn’t have as much say. I’m thankful this church isn’t like that. 

I’m thankful that this church wants to have a Spirit of welcome. That it 

strives to be God’s family. Not just our family, not yours and mine, but 

God’s. 

But that was a huge challenge in the early church. In that first 

generation, they were Jewish Christians and they were all part of the 

Jewish family of Abraham. Their family story was the story of Jewish 

history and Jewish identity. And suddenly, the Spirit was inviting new 

people to be part of the story. People who had never been part of it 

before. The uncircumcised, the outsiders, the Gentiles—those who do 

not follow the laws of Moses. And they had never been good enough or 

ready enough to have access to God. 

For Jewish Christians, it was a problem for Gentiles to have access to 

God. Because very few had access to God. In Jewish tradition, very few 

were holy enough and or ready enough to be in God’s presence. At the 

temple in Jerusalem, there was an outer-outer court where Gentiles could 
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enter. Then was the outer court, the Court of Women where Jewish 

women were allowed to go. Then was the Court of Israel where only 

Israelite men were welcome. Then the court of priests inside the temple 

where only ordained priests could go. Then in the very center, the holy 

of holies, where the High Priest alone could enter, only once a year. 

Very, very few people had access to God. For everyone’s safety, it was 

best to keep your distance from God’s holy righteousness. 

That impression of God is still with us, I think. God as distant and holy, 

too righteous, too exacting for us to be around. We can’t imagine being 

prepared enough for that. Maybe when we get a little more organized. 

Or when we are a little less busy. Or when the kids get into school or 

when they get out of school. Or when our parents are in better shape or 

when things work out with this job. Or when we resolve that 

relationship, or read some more books or pray a bit more then we will be 

ready. We will be ready for God. 

Or maybe when we are good enough. When we can qualify. When we 

are more compassionate. Or more patient. Or more disciplined. Maybe 

when we aren’t so sinful or so stubborn or so much of a failure or so 
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much in need of a Savior. Maybe that’s when we will be good enough 

for a Savior. No, Paul says. No, that’s not how this works. Jesus didn’t 

come because we were good enough or ready enough. He didn’t come 

when we had it all together and were perfectly composed. Jesus came 

when we were a mess. While we were still broken and ugly and wrong. 

And he became ugly and broken and wrong. And he removed all those 

barriers between us and God. He said God’s love is for you. You may 

not feel good enough or ready enough, but God is good enough and 

ready enough for you. And right now, you can have that life from God 

that is good and joyful and eternal. Right now, you can have life with 

God. Access granted! 

We have access to our Creator. We have access to life. We have access 

to peace and love and hope. And the apostle Paul says we have access to 

those things right now. First, we have access to peace. Through Jesus, 

Paul writes, we have peace with God. Peace as in the opposite of 

struggle. As in the opposite of fighting and wrestling. We have peace 

WITH God. Not peace in spite of God or peace contrary to God or peace 

against God’s better judgment. But peace, with God. A literal translation 



7 
 

of the Greek words is peace toward God. Peace from our end. God 

comes to us in Christ, not to fight us. Not to conquer us or defeat us or 

prove us wrong. But to offer God’s self to us in love. God comes toward 

us in peace so we can have peace toward God. We don’t need to fight 

any more. We don’t need to struggle get God’s favor, In Jesus, we have 

God’s favor. We have God with us. In life and in death, on the cross, in 

the grave, in all times and all places. God is with us and for us. And 

everything is going to be OK. Because we have God and God has us. 

We have access to peace. And second, we have access to love. Paul says 

that God sends the Spirit to pour love into our hearts. It’s not a 

sprinkling of love. Or a few drips of love. It’s not just a bit of left-over 

love from the dregs in the bottom of the soda bottle. God pours love into 

us. Like a drenching rain shower. Like a firehose, God pours love into 

our hearts. Until our hearts are full. It’s funny, so many of us try to live 

without that love, as if that much love isn’t good for us.  It makes us 

self-conscious and shy. No thanks, God. We wouldn’t want to take too 

much. We wouldn’t want to be such a bother, God. We don’t want to be 

TOO loved. But this is God’s love. Not our love. And this is God’s way 
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of transforming the world. Not our way. And God does it with grace 

upon grace upon grace. Love poured out into our hearts. Because there 

can never be too much love from God. 

We have access to love. We have access to peace. And we have access 

to hope. The love and peace that God gives us in Jesus Christ is free but 

it is not cheap. It comes with sacrifice. It comes with suffering. And it 

comes with a life laid down for others. Because that is God’s way. 

That’s how God comes to us. As God the Creator, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit pouring out themselves out in love to create a new family. A new 

community. And that love is freely given, but it is not cheap. It is costly. 

Sometimes painfully so. Sometimes it means we will be hurt or heart-

broken. We will be rejected or excluded from the ‘good life’ the world 

offers. We will be shut out of the groups that seek to protect their power 

and privilege. Because we know there is more to life than that. There is 

more to life than just looking out for ourselves. Jesus says in the gospel 

of John that the Spirit will remind us of that truth. That this world is not 

all there is. That this time is not all there is. That what we see around us 

is not all there is. What there really is, is the power of God. And in the 
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end, God will win. God’s kingdom will win. Love will win. We live in 

that hope, as the church. As the body of Christ, we embody that hope. 

That the love of God is free but not cheap. And we will suffer and we 

will endure and we will develop character and have hope. Because in the 

end, we know our end, we know the end of everything is God’s 

redemption. 

Today and every day, we have access to peace and love and hope. God’s 

arms are wide open. God’s kingdom is there for the taking. Today, here 

and now, God is letting you in. God is giving you and me and all of us 

life abundant. Access granted. Thanks be to God. 


