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May 17, 2015 

1 John 5:9-13 

John 17:6-19   In the World, But not of the World 

 

On the first day of my semester abroad, there wasn’t much about the 

world that was familiar. Just the day before we were surrounded by the 

dontcha-know comfort of Minnesota and now we were standing in 

downtown Istanbul, Turkey. And everything was strange and different. 

The smells in the air. The shouts on the street. The faces and clothing 

were different. The ice cream was different. The toilets were different. 

The toothpaste was different. Hearing the Muslim call to prayer five 

times a day was different. Living with history, piled on top of ancient 

history, piled on top of Neolithic history was different. Everything was 

different and strange and new. I was in the world, but I was very 

definitely not of that world.  

Maybe you have had an experience like that. A time when you found 

yourself in a very unfamiliar place. A stranger in a strange land. Far 

from the comforts of home. In the world, but not of the world. Maybe it 

was the day you moved to a new town where you didn’t know anyone. 

Or the first day of college. Or the first day of a new job. And you were a 
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foreigner in that new place. And everyone else understood things you 

didn’t understand and they all had inside jokes you didn’t get. And they 

all knew the unspoken rules for parking and where to eat lunch and how 

to cross the street. 

Maybe you know what it’s like to be in the world but not of the world. 

And to have no idea what’s going on around you. Maybe it was your 

first week being a new parent. Or the first month of trying to navigate 

the health care system with your aging parents. Or the first time you 

went to a get-together without your spouse or significant other. And you 

felt so out of place and so lost. You were a fish out of water. An apple 

amongst oranges. In the world but not of the world. Feeling in no way 

comfortable or at home. 

That’s what Jesus is talking about today. He is telling his disciples in our 

scripture from the gospel of John that after he is gone, they will feel very 

out of place. They will be in the world, but they will not be of the world. 

They will not be at home. They will not be comfortable in the world. 

Because the world--it will not be comfortable with them. It will not be 

comfortable with them claiming that Jesus is Lord. The world will not be 
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comfortable with them talking about the Kingdom of God. It will not be 

comfortable with them living as if resurrection is real. The world will 

not be comfortable with Jesus’ disciples. And Jesus’ disciples will never 

be comfortable in the world. Because they do not belong to this world. 

They belong to Jesus. And that means, first of all, they do not seek to be 

comfortable here. They are not of this world, so secondly, that means the 

powers and principalities of this world have no power over them. They 

are not of this world, so thirdly, they know that this is not all there is. 

Death is not the end. They belong to this world. They belong to God. 

And one day, that’s where they will be at home. 

Jesus is praying today that when he is gone, his disciples will remember 

that they are not of this world. This world is not where they belong. It is 

not home for them. Life here is not how God intends it to be. Things 

here are not entirely as God wishes them. When Jesus came in the world, 

he did not look at the world and say, “HMM, this place looks just fine to 

me. I won’t change a thing.” No, Jesus looked at life here and said that 

life needed to be different. He did not leave things as they were. He did 

not endorse the status quo. He did not support the systems and structures 
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that caused suffering and oppression. Jesus brought the Kingdom of God 

to challenge the kingdoms of the world. He healed the sick and the blind 

and the lame. He welcomed outcasts. He forgave sinners. He restored 

the broken. He gave dignity to those whom the world called last and 

least and lost. But those who felt comfortable with the way the world 

was, they did not like that. They did not like Jesus. In fact, they hated 

him for changing their world. And they did everything they could to stop 

him and get rid of him. And if Jesus’ disciples follow his lead, they can 

expect the same treatment. Jesus says we should expect the world will 

hate us and try to stop us. If we do not live like we belong to this world. 

If we are not quiet. If we do not endorse the status quo. If we preach 

mercy for the weak and love for our enemies. If we store up treasure in 

heaven instead of treasure on earth. If we lay down our lives for others, 

instead of living life for ourselves—If we are in this world but not of this 

world of fear-based consumption, then we should expect the world will 

not like it. 

On a good day, I feel inspired by Jesus. I feel brave. I am ready to do 

whatever Jesus says for the sake of his Kingdom. I feel ready to be in the 
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world but not of the world. But on a bad day, I’m not so sure. I’m not 

sure I want to be different. I’m not sure I want to be out of place. I’m not 

sure I want to be any lonelier or more uncomfortable with myself than I 

already am. Even if it is for the Kingdom of God. 

Uncomfortable describes how I feel when we do the Sandwich ministry. 

Last week, we went to Maxwell St. Presbyterian in Lexington. And John 

and Ellen and Janice and I put together sack lunches and handed them 

out to people in the Rupp Arena parking lot. I’ve done it a few times, but 

I admit, I always feel a little uncomfortable doing it. I feel 

uncomfortable with all the people driving by looking at us. I feel 

uncomfortable with the people who take the lunches, with their worn 

faces and their bruises and their poor hygiene and their needle tracks and 

their backpacks full of all they own. And I feel uncomfortable with 

myself and how much I take for granted and how lucky I have been in 

my life. It was Mother’s Day last week and Ellen said with her usual 

compassion, “You know, I’ve been thinking, all these people have 

mothers.” And Jesus would remind me that they have a Father in heaven 
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too. And life, as it is for them, is not how God means it to be. And I need 

to get out of my comfortable place to remember that. 

The early church knew this world was not their home. And life was not 

how God intended it to be. They believed Jesus came to change it. To 

bring God’s Kingdom. To challenge the status quo. And all the systems 

that degrade people and ruin creation. Early Christians wanted to show 

the kind of life that God intended. So they rescued abandoned babies. 

They cared for poor widows. They started hospitals and schools and 

homes for the dying. Because there was more to life than being 

comfortable. 

And I wonder at tempting it is for me to be comfortable. And how 

tempting it is for us as the Church to make ourselves comfortable and to 

promise comfort to those who come through the doors. To secure us and 

our little kingdoms and our treasures in this world. In this day and age, 

in this culture, we can be comfortable Christians. But I wonder if we are 

supposed to be. I wonder if Jesus is reminding us today that this world is 

not our home. And life is not as it should be for so many people. And we 

need to be uncomfortable enough to see it. 
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As followers of Jesus, we live in this world, but we are not of this world. 

This is not our home. We do not belong here and we do not belong to the 

powers and principalities of this world. Recently, I saw the movie, Chef. 

It’s about a chef who works at a fancy restaurant. He is at the high point 

of his career. But he is very unhappy. He doesn’t enjoy what he does. He 

can’t cook what he likes. He is too distracted and worried to be a good 

father to his son. Then everything falls apart spectacularly. A bad review 

of his restaurant leads to a very public meltdown on Twitter and 

Youtube. And the chef loses his job. His only option is to over again 

with a humble food truck. But on that lowly food truck he finds his 

passion again. He finds a relationship with his son again. He finds 

purpose and life beyond that ‘successful’ life the world offered. The 

fame. The shallow love. The hustle for acceptance. Jesus says, we don’t 

belong to that world. The world does not own us. The world does not 

have power over us and it does not give us life. Look at how things went 

for me, Jesus says. By earthly standards, my life was not a success. I was 

a homeless preacher. A convicted criminal. I died a scoundrel’s death. I 

was rejected by all the important and powerful people. By the world’s 
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standards, my life did not amount to much. But by God’s standards, it 

amounted to everything. It amounted to everything for the salvation of 

the world. For you and for all of creation. The powers of this world, the 

rulers and their great empires, they will crumble and fade and pass away. 

But not God. Not God’s love for you. Not the life we have from God. 

We are in this world but not of this world. We do not look to be 

comfortable here. We do not put our hope or our faith in what this world 

has to offer. We know that this is not all there is. This life is not all there 

is. Death is not the end. Our world struggles with death. We fear it. We 

deny it. We avoid it. We see it as a failure. The world tells us we 

shouldn’t talk about it. We should act as if it won’t happen to us. 

Because what more is there beyond this life?  

A church not too far from here recently had to sell its building. The 

membership had declined. They couldn’t keep up their facility. They no 

longer had the life they used to have. The Sunday school, the choir, the 

women’s quilting group, the glorious days of vacation bible school, they 

were gone. That life, that season of the church had passed away.  But 

instead of wishing for that life back, instead of avoiding reality, they 
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faced it. And instead of asking why things couldn’t be the way they 

were? They asked, what do we want our legacy to be? If we belong to 

God in life and in death, how do we show that? What good thing can we 

do to show there is life beyond this life? So, they bravely sold their 

property. They let go of who they were. Now they meet in a store front. 

In the world but not of the world. Totally dependent on God. Radically 

ready for all kinds of possibilities. 

The world wants us to believe this is all there is. It tells us to fear death 

and change. But that’s not what we believe as Jesus’ disciples. We 

believe we must die in order to live. We must die. So we practice dying 

all the time. In baptism, we die to ourselves, to our old lives, and we rise 

again in Christ. At the communion table, we come to die with Jesus, 

eating and drinking with him, the love that will die for the sake of 

others, and be raised to new life. Together, we practice dying so that we 

can rise again. We practice believing that death does not have the last 

word. We practice letting go of this life and this world because this is 

not all there is. We have eternal life waiting for us in a Kingdom where 

we belong. 
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We practice together. We remember together. That we are in this world, 

but we are not of this world. We do not belong here. We belong to God. 

And so we do not seek to be comfortable here. We do not fear the 

powers of this world. We do not fear death. We belong to God. We 

belong to God’s Kingdom. And one day, that life will be ours. And we 

will be home. 


