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March 4, 2018 

Exodus 20:1-17 

John 2:13-22    Following in Worship 

 

The Temple in Jerusalem would have been a very busy place. During 

Passover, it would have been full of worshippers from all over the 

known world. Jews from everywhere coming to the Temple to make 

their sacrifices and pay their tithes. The city would have been filled. The 

gates and the courtyards of the Temple grounds would have been packed 

with people. It was the Passover. The celebration of the night God set 

the people of Israel free. 

The Temple would have been a busy place during Passover because the 

Temple was where everyone needed to go. It was the place where 

everyone picked out their sacrificial lamb. The same kind of lamb that 

the Israelite slaves would have picked out long ago in Egypt. The same 

kind of lamb that was killed and eaten quickly. The same kind of lamb 

whose blood was smeared over the door of the house, so that the angel 

of death would pass over on the first Passover long ago. The first-born 

sons of the Israelites would be spared. But the first-born sons of Egypt 
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would not. This is what would finally convince Pharaoh to let the 

Israelites go. 

In that Passover, long ago, God freed the people of Israel. And every 

year, the people came to the Temple to remember and to celebrate. So 

the Temple in Jesus’ day, was a busy place. Jews came from far and 

wide. And when they traveled all that way, they couldn’t exactly pack a 

lamb in their suitcases. So they had to buy one at the Temple. And they 

couldn’t contribute their offerings with the Roman coins they had. 

Because the image of the Emperor that was forbidden in the temple. So 

they came to the Temple’s moneychangers and animal sellers to 

exchange their money and buy their sacrifices. That was how things 

worked at the Temple. It was how God worked. It was how it had 

always worked. 

Jerusalem was a busy place and Passover was a busy time. And the 

gospel of John says that Jesus went up to the Temple on this busy day 

with everyone else. And he saw everything that was going on in the 

Temple. He saw the hustle and the bustle and the animals being sold and 

the money being traded. And he was filled with anger. He was so filled 
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with anger, he made a whip and drove people out on this busiest of days. 

He drove the animals out to be scattered in the city. He flipped the 

moneychangers’ tables and scattered their carefully counted coins. He 

shouted: “Get this stuff out of here. Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” It was zeal for the Temple had evidently consumed him. 

Though I’m sure that many there thought what consumed him was pure 

insanity. On this busiest of days in the most important of places, Jesus 

challenges the most hallowed traditions of worship and asks us to 

rethink them. 

“Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”, Jesus shouts. He is 

angry about what is happening in the Temple. He is angry enough to flip 

tables and cause a scene. He is angry and an angry Jesus is kind of a 

scary. Jesus is usually about as scary as the paper Jesus in our Sunday 

school bulletin boards. Jesus is usually quietly helping the blind, the sick 

and the lame. Jesus is usually nicely welcoming outcasts and sinners and 

children. But here is an angry Jesus, who is angry that the Temple is not 

what it should be. That God’s house is not what it should be. It’s not a 

place of worship. It’s a marketplace. 
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We might wonder why Jesus is so angry. After all, the people are trying 

to be faithful. They are trying to do the rituals of Passover. In the other 

gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, Jesus is angry about the corruption of 

the process. He is angry at the moneychangers and animal sellers in the 

Temple, this den of thieves taking advantage of God’s people, 

overcharging them in the name of God. In Matthew, Mark and Luke, 

Jesus is angry at that greed. But in John’s gospel, in the gospel we read 

today, Jesus doesn’t mention greed. He doesn’t say he is angry about 

corruption. He seems to be angry about the whole system. The whole 

procedure of the Temple. Its requirements and rituals had gotten out of 

hand. And all of it just to stand in the presence of God. It made Jesus 

angry. They had turned God’s house into something it wasn’t meant to 

be. 

“Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” Maybe what Jesus 

meant was that their worship had gotten off track. It had gotten confused 

and cluttered. It wasn’t anyone’s fault, really. It had just happened. Kind 

of like how your closet or your garage get cluttered. You pack things in 

there and one day you can hardly open the door and you are a little 
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afraid of what might tumble down if you do. The Temple had grown to 

be like that. With all the rituals and the walls and the justifications that 

‘we’ve always done things this way’. Maybe that’s what Jesus was so 

angry about.  

Or maybe Jesus was angry because God had gotten lost in the shuffle. In 

the Temple procedures, God had become a procedure. In all the 

transactions, God had become a transaction. And worshipping God was 

just like going to the store and buying a gallon of milk and a loaf of 

bread. Jesus knew that worship wasn’t meant to be like that. God wasn’t 

meant to be bought and sold. God wasn’t meant to be hidden far away in 

a Temple or a church. God was meant to be God with us, God near us, 

God right beside us. It made Jesus angry that that’s not what God was. 

“Take these things out of here!, Jesus shouts. Get rid of them. Stop 

putting these things in front of God and in place of God.  Because these 

things don’t matter. Someday, all of this will disappear. These rituals 

will disappear. This Temple will disappear. But God will not disappear. 

God’s love for you in me, will not disappear.” 
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During this Lenten season, we are following Jesus. We are committing 

ourselves to saying what he says and doing what he does and going 

where he goes. And today, we follow Jesus into the sacred places of 

worship and we repeat after him: Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace. Don’t buy and sell God. Don’t let things get too cluttered. 

Remember what truly matters. Remember that the Holy God who sets 

you free is with you and right beside you. 

Jesus is asking us to take a hard look at our church; to look at what we 

practice and protect and what is too sacred to change. To remember that 

what makes us the church is not a big structure. Or a big Sunday 

morning production. Or a worship service we do every year. We can’t 

control God or sell God that way. What makes us the church is Jesus and 

his love, that sets us free to love one another. 

Tear this Temple down and in three days, I’ll raise it up. Jesus was 

talking about himself. He was talking about own body as the place for 

God’s Spirit. But no one got that until later. All they heard was Jesus 

talking about tearing their temple down. And that was horrifying to 

everyone. The Temple was so important to the people. It was who they 
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were. It was who God was. It would always be there. But that wouldn’t 

be the case. The Temple would be destroyed around 90 AD. And the 

Jewish people would be scattered. The place where God was would be 

no more. We know that. And the ones first hearing John’s gospel would 

have known that too. We know what will happen. So, we should know 

that worship isn’t about owning God’s holy place or having God to buy 

and sell. It’s about being set free from that slavery. It’s about being free 

to love one another and love this world. 

So if we follow Jesus, we try to do what he does and say what he says 

and go where he goes. And we think about our church and what makes it 

special. Could we be the church without a sanctuary? What about our 

stained glass? What about our pews and pulpit furniture? What about the 

Joy Gift service or Palm Sunday? What about our fellowship hall and 

old ladies lounge and our boxes and boxes and boxes of Christmas 

decorations? Could we still be the church? Could we still be set free by 

the love of God to love one another? 

Of course, we could. It’s not our building or our rituals that make us 

who we are. It’s Jesus who makes us who we are. And all those other 
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things, we might need to drive them out like Jesus did in the Temple. St. 

Ignatius of Loyola wrote in his Jesuit handbook, “we should make use of 

those things that help to bring us closer to God and leave aside those 

things that do not.”1 We need to be willing to let go of the things that 

don’t point to God. The things that don’t point to grace and mercy. The 

things that don’t point to God releasing the prisoners and setting captives 

free. So what do we need to leave aside? What do we need to let go of; 

and stop giving our energy to? Because God in Jesus Christ has set us 

free. He has set us free to follow him. And do what he does and say what 

he says and go where he goes. And love who he loves. That’s what it 

means to be the church. To let go and trust God. Because all the things 

of this world will disappear. All of our buildings. And our rituals.  And 

our holy procedures. They will disappear. But God’s love for us will 

never disappear. It will never go away. Though we try to nail it to a 

cross and stick it with a crown of thorns and shove it in a cold dark 

tomb. The love of God in Jesus Christ will not go away or disappear. 

                                                           
1 Ignatius of Loyola, First Principle and Foundation 



9 
 

That love is here at this Table. Jesus is here. And he offers us freedom. 

To know that God’s love cannot be bought or sold. He offers us life as 

the Passover lamb slain so that the angel of death might pass over. He 

offers us love in the flesh in this bread and cup that we might learn to be 

love in the flesh for one another. When everything else fails, when 

everything else falls away, God’s love for us does not. God is with us. 

So let us be the church that follows Jesus Christ and do what he does and 

say what he says and go where he goes and love who he loves. 


