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March 27, 2016 

Acts 10:34-43 

Luke 24:1-12    Prepared For Resurrection 

 

Every day, we try to be prepared for life. Every day, we try to be ready 

for what will happen. Life is rocky and bumpy and fragile at best. And 

we try to be prepared for that. Just like the women of Galilee, on Easter 

morning. They were prepared as they went to the tomb. They were 

prepared to find the lifeless body of Jesus. They had prepared their 

ointments and spices so they could anoint his body and be about the 

business of burial. They were prepared for final good byes. They were 

prepared for grief and sadness. They were prepared to feel powerless in 

the face of death. They were not prepared for resurrection. 

But why should they have been? Why should those women have been 

prepared for resurrection? They had just been through the most horrible 

week imaginable. A week of violence and fear and betrayal. A week in 

which their Lord Jesus had been arrested and convicted. He had been 

mocked and ridiculed and tortured and crucified. Right before their eyes. 

And they could do nothing. All their hope and faith did nothing. God did 

nothing. Evil and hatred and death had won. 
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On Easter morning, the women came to the tomb prepared. They were 

prepared to find that all of it was still true. They were prepared for death 

to still be death, for all the wrongs to continue to be wrong. They were 

prepared for nothing to have changed. Just as we are prepared, every 

day.  For death to still be death. For evil to still be evil. For hurt and war 

and terrorism and disease and addiction to be still be real and terrible 

and final. For the ones we love to be taken too soon. For life to end. For 

love to end. We are prepared, aren’t we?  We are prepared for 

disappointment. We are prepared for heartbreak. We are prepared even 

as we come to the tomb on Easter Sunday, with the women, we are 

prepared to find out that evil is still too strong, that the good guys still 

haven’t won, that all hope is still lost. We’ve got our ointments and 

spices ready to anoint our memories because that’s all we have left to 

do. To prepare for the end. Prepare for the worst. I don’t know about 

you, but sometimes I think that’s all I am prepared for in life. 

On that first Easter morning, the women are prepared to finish burying 

Jesus. They are prepared for it all to be over and for God to have done 

nothing. But they are not prepared for what they do find. They find the 
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stone rolled away from the tomb entrance. They find Jesus’ body is 

missing. They find angels who tell them that Jesus is not there, he is 

risen. And they are not prepared at all for any of it. They are not 

prepared for resurrection. And maybe, neither are we.  

But the angels tell the women and they tell us today that we’ve come to 

the tomb prepared for the wrong things.  This morning, the angels have a 

message for us, the followers of Jesus, the church today, that we’ve got 

to stop preparing for death and disappointment. We’ve got to prepare for 

life. We’ve got to stop being prepared to memorialize a dead savior and 

prepare to follow a living one. We’ve got to stop being prepared to 

expect the grave and prepare to expect resurrection. 

The angels are telling us this Easter morning that we’ve got to be 

prepared for God to do something different, something new. And the 

first thing we have to be prepared for, is that we won’t find the living 

among the dead. We won’t find Jesus in the grave; though that’s what 

we might expect and what the world tells us. His enemies say he is dead. 

The religious leaders, the political authorities, they said it would be so. 

They said the word--and Jesus was killed on their cross. As a heretic, a 
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troublemaker, an enemy of the state. They said “Guilty.” And “Crucify 

him.” And they thought they had the final say and the last word. But on 

Easter morning, God has the last word. On Easter morning, God has the 

final say. Jesus is not dead. He is not in the tomb where they put him. 

And we might want to tell the world that. But it’s more important for us 

to tell ourselves that. Because more often than not, it’s us who think 

Jesus is dead. We are prepared for Jesus to be dead and locked up in the 

past. Encased in religious doctrine, imprisoned in big stone churches, 

locked up in musty fusty old Bible passages. We act like Jesus is dead. 

But on Easter morning, Jesus isn’t in that grave. He isn’t locked up in a 

tomb. Or in some church tradition or in a Sunday School storage closet. 

Jesus is not shut down or shut up or shut away safely. He is out and on 

the loose. Be prepared. Look out! Jesus could be anywhere. He is not 

here, he has risen.  

We need to be prepared, first of all, to find that Jesus is not here in the 

tomb. And second, the angels tell us that we need to be prepared to 

remember what Jesus said. The angels tell the women at the tomb, 

Remember. Remember what Jesus told you. Remember how he said that 
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this is what would happen. How he would be handed over to sinners and 

be crucified and on the third day rise again. Remember. Remember what 

Jesus said: that’s what we need to be prepared to do. 

I don’t know about you, but I do a pretty good job of not remembering 

what Jesus said. Especially the hard parts; the parts that require me to 

think or to live my life differently. Like the part where Jesus said he 

came to bring good news to the poor and set the captives free. And how 

he said that if I want forgiveness, I should forgive others. And that the 

last would be first. That the least would be the greatest. And that the 

greatest would be a servant. That I cannot serve two masters, God and 

wealth. That I lack one thing, to sell all my possessions and follow him. 

That if I wish to save my life, then I must lose it. Remember, the angels 

tell us. Remember what he said. Remember what he told you, that he 

must be handed over to sinners and be crucified and rise again. Be 

prepared. Because that’s how this Messiah thing works. How love will 

suffer. Love will be rejected. Love will give its life for another and die 

and rise again. And if we follow Jesus, then that’s the way we follow 

too. Be prepared to remember. 
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Third, be prepared to hear the good news from unlikely sources. On 

Easter morning, as soon as the women heard the news from the angels, 

they rushed off to tell the disciples. And the disciples upon hearing this 

great good news, they did not believe it. Because it seemed to them an 

idle tale. The disciples shake their heads. “Silly women, they say to one 

another. You know how women can be: So emotional and prone to 

exaggeration.” The men roll their eyes. Even though the disciples knew 

these women: Joanna, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and 

others. They knew them. But what they said was so ridiculous. And 

these were women. And in that time, in that culture, a woman’s word, 

well, it wasn’t a man’s word. A woman couldn’t be believed or trusted; 

her testimony wasn’t even valid in court. And yet, on Easter Sunday, the 

most important moment in history, God chose women to testify about 

the resurrection first. That means we should be prepared to hear God’s 

word those we don’t expect. The improbable, the unlikely, the 

uneducated, the uninitiated, the weird, the strange, the unacceptable. On 

Easter Sunday, the good news is not just for us, from us, and about us. 
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Be prepared. Because from now on, we can expect that God’s word will 

come from someplace and from someone we think unlikely. 

Be prepared, Jesus is not in the grave. Be prepared to remember what 

Jesus said. Be prepared for good news from unexpected sources. And 

finally, on Easter, be prepared to be amazed. After the women deliver 

the news, Peter goes to the grave to see things for himself. He goes 

there.-- The other disciples don’t. But Peter does.-- He goes to the tomb. 

And he stoops down and he looks in. And he sees just the linen cloths. 

And he goes home, amazed.  

How often do we allow ourselves to be truly amazed by something? I 

think I am shocked on a regular basis or surprised or maybe aghast. 

There are any number of news stories aor Youtube videos or Facebook 

posts that give us all a jolt with their sensationalist precision. But to be 

amazed is something completely different. And Peter is amazed at the 

events of Easter morning. The word in Greek, thaumadzo, is closer to 

the English word for wonder. Peter went home filled with wonder, 

stunned, speechless, in awe at the turn of events. Sometimes, I think we 

have forgotten how to be amazed and to have wonder. How to live our 
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lives prepared for God to amazed us. For God to leave us speechless, 

mystified and wondering. For us to look at life with joy and innocence; 

to appreciate and give thanks; to think I have no idea how this is or why 

it is, but, isn’t it-- wonderful? The Easter story tells us that we should be 

prepared to be amazed. To regain that lost sense of wonder at what God 

can do. To not have it all figured out. But to live in anticipation of the 

simple, awesome love of God which will love us to the end. 

The angels are telling us today, this Easter day, to be prepared. Not for 

the darkness and destruction of this world. Not for dead ends, and 

deadlines and dead spirits within us. Not for God to do nothing. But for 

God to everything to be with us. Be prepared this Easter morning. Be 

prepared to find that Jesus is not where we left him. Be prepared to 

remember all that Jesus told us. Be prepared to hear astonishing things 

from unlikely people. And be prepared to be amazed, by the wonderful 

ways of God. Expect hope. Expect life. Expect the light to shine in the 

darkness because the darkness cannot overcome it. Be prepared, O 

people of God, for resurrection. 

 


