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June 2, 2013 

Judges 7:1-8  Gideon:  God is with Us When Things Seem Impossible 

 

The situation was impossible. Gideon looked out over the hills swarming 

with Midianite soldiers, all the tents, all the camp fires, all the noise. 

There were tens of thousands of the enemy and they covered everything 

as far as the eye could see. And what did Gideon have? Just three 

hundred men. Three hundred against tens of thousands of enemies. The 

odds were stacked against him. The situation was impossible.  

Gideon was there because he believed God was with him. He was there, 

facing the Midianite army because he believed God had heard the cries 

of Israel and God was going to do something about it. Things had gotten 

bad for Israel in the land of Canaan, the land of milk and honey. Foreign 

armies had overrun everything.  Homes had been leveled. Crops had 

been destroyed. The Promised Land was not so promising any more. The 

people of God were in trouble and they needed God. 

It was a shocking shift of fortune for Israel. Life had been good. They 

had had more than enough. More than enough food. More than enough 

land. More, more, more, that was the life they had lived. They had one 
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donkey, but why not have more? They had one set of storage barns, but 

why not have more? They had one god, the Lord God of Israel, but why 

not have more? More, after all, was what life was about. Why not 

worship the local gods, too?  Why not have more gods to lend a hand? 

Baal, god of thunder, Astarte, goddess of the fields, the sky gods, the 

earth gods, the gods that lived in the rivers and on the mountains and in 

the trees. If you can have more, why not have more? 

But one God was all Israel had needed before. One God had been more 

than enough. One God, the Lord God, Yahweh, had been the One to free 

them from slavery. The Lord God had delivered them from Egypt. The 

Lord God had given them a promised land. The Lord God had chosen 

them and stuck by them. But somehow it wasn’t enough. They wanted 

more than the Lord God. They thought they needed more. And then hard 

times came. And invading armies came. And poverty came and suffering 

came. And all the ‘more’ they had didn’t matter. All the gods they had 

didn’t matter. They didn’t matter to these gods, who didn’t care a thing 

about them, not like the Lord God. The Lord God who loved Israel. And 
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when they cried out. Help us. Save us. The Lord God who loved them, 

heard them. 

God finds Gideon. Gideon is threshing wheat in a wine press to hide it 

from the enemy. God says to him, “The Lord is with you, Mighty 

Warrior. You will deliver my people.” Gideon looks up from threshing 

wheat in a wine press. He looks at God and says, “What are you talking 

about? The Lord God isn’t here. The Lord God isn’t anywhere. Look at 

me, I’m threshing wheat in a wine press. Things are bad. And I’m sorry 

but I’m not your mighty warrior. I can’t deliver anyone. My family is a 

bunch of nobodies. I am the smallest of all my brothers. I’m too little, 

too weak. The problems out there are too big for me, Lord.” 

Honestly, I think that’s how most of us might respond if God put a 

challenge in front of us. If God said you are the mighty warrior who will 

help deliver my people. We’d say, “Who me? You can’t mean me, God. 

You can’t mean ME. I’m no mighty warrior. I’m too little. I’m too weak. 

I’m too much of a screw-up. I’ve got too many faults. I’m a nobody. The 

problems in the world are way, way too big. I’m not enough. I don’t 

have enough. I can’t do enough. I’m not enough for you, God.” 



4 
 

Like Gideon, we think that somehow we need to be more. We need more 

in order to do what God needs us to do. In order to stand up against the 

enemy. In order to bring God’s deliverance, we need more. We need 

more courage. We need more wisdom. We need more charisma. We 

need to be older, younger, healthier, happier. If we had more money or 

more time or more control of the chaos around us. If we had more, if we 

were more, we could really do something for you, God. But we just 

don’t have enough. 

But God doesn’t need us or Gideon to be anything more. God doesn’t 

tell Gideon he needs be stronger or faster or smarter to be a mighty 

warrior. He doesn’t tell him he needs to learn karate or go through a 

training montage while Eye of the Tiger plays in the background. God 

doesn’t need Gideon to be more in order to bring God’s deliverance. 

And God doesn’t need us to be any more than we are right now. We 

don’t need to wait until we are more charming or more centered or more 

employed or more settled or more grown-up or more full of faith. We 

don’t need more. All the ‘more’ we need is God. ‘I’ will be with you, 

God says. I will be with you. I am all you need to face your enemies. 
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It’s not Gideon’s abilites or Gideon’s strength that matters. It’s God’s 

strength and God’s abilities that matter. ‘I’ will be with you, God says. 

And in that strength, Gideon takes up his trumpet and calls them to 

battle.  He sounds the trumpet and proclaims God is with them. He 

sounds the trumpet and calls them to believe God can do the impossible. 

An army of 32,000 people come. But the Midianite army numbers 

135,000. Those odds are not good. And the men who come to fight 

probably wondered what Gideon had gotten them into. And Gideon 

probably wondered the same thing, looking out over the hills covered 

with Midianite soldiers. Gideon needed more. He needed more weapons. 

He needed more troops. He needed more time. And then God comes to 

Gideon and says, “You have too much.” I beg your pardon? “You have 

too much. You have too many soldiers. When you win this battle, I don’t 

want you to think you did it by your own strength. You have too many 

soldiers. Tell the ones who are afraid to go home.” Ok, says Gideon. So, 

22,000 soldiers leave. And 10,000 are left. 10,000 against 135,000. 

Gideon is probably thinking, “I needed more and now I have less. I 

needed more troops and now I have fewer. God, I’m really not sure I 
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understand your logic here. There is now no way we can defeat the 

Midianites with these numbers.” “You’re right, you’re right, says God. 

With these numbers you can’t do it. But I want you to think it’s 

impossible for YOU to do it. I want you to think that you absolutely, 

positively cannot do this unless I am with you. And you know what? 

You still have too many troops to believe that. So take them down to the 

creek. Whoever scoops up the water with their hands to drink goes home 

and whoever sticks their face in the water and laps it up like a dog 

stays.” So Gideon does it. And when it’s all said and done, he has 300 

soldiers. 300 soldiers to face 135,000. Now they have zero chance. 

Gideon and his troops can’t defeat the Midianites. There is no way. Only 

God can do this. Only God. But Gideon believes that. He believes God 

can do this. He can’t do it, but God can. And he and his 300 soldiers 

sound the trumpets. They attack the Midianite army at night. They wave 

their torches. They smash their clay pots. And because God is with them, 

it’s enough. The whole Midianite army is thrown into chaos. And 

Gideon and his 300 men chase them out of town. 
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If God is with us, we have enough. We don’t need more. All we need is 

the Lord our God among us to do great things. We don’t have to have 

amazing abilities or skills or qualifications. As a church, we don’t need 

more money or more people to bring God’s deliverance. All we need is 

more God. Because the Lord God is enough. But we might need to have 

less in order to see it.  Less of our own strength, less of our own power, 

less of our own resources. Sometimes we need less us to have more God. 

Because if it’s about us, then it’s not about God. If it’s about our power, 

then it’s not about God’s power. If it’s about our resources, then it’s not 

about God’s resources. If it’s about us saving ourselves, then it’s not 

about God saving us. And it IS God who saves us. It is God alone who 

can save us. Everything else is just a pretend god. The Lord our God 

who made heaven and earth, who delivers us from death to life, is 

enough. 

For those of you graduating, this is a time to remember that God is with 

you. This is a time for faith. You are about to face things that are much 

bigger than you. You will be facing new challenges, going new places 

where very little of what you did before matters. And you’ll feel pretty 
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small. And you’ll think, “what can I do in this world? How do I even 

matter? How can I do anything important? How can I not be like 

everyone else around me? How can I not worship all the gods my friends 

worship? How can I believe that God is with me and that that’s 

enough?” Well, you are about to see. In these moments where you feel a 

little bit less, God can be a little bit more. Trust that not everything 

depends on how smart you are or how athletic you are or how good-

looking you are or how many extracurriculars you are in or how clever 

you can be on facebook. The great, good things in the world depend on 

God. And God has called you to proclaim deliverance, Mighty Warrior, 

to defeat an enemy that is oppressing people. A materialism that is 

impoverishing people. A greed for more that is draining people of life 

and love. A false set of gods making false promises, claiming they have 

power and authority. And God needs you to do the impossible. To show 

others the true power of God’s self-giving love. To take this bread and 

this cup at this table and know it’s enough to conquer the enemy. And to 

take it out into the world, so others will know that God is with them too. 
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Mighty warriors, this is your call. The Lord our God is with us. And it’s 

all we need. The enemy might be big and the odds might be 

insurmountable. But the Lord our God is with us. And let the Lord our 

God be more. Let everything else be less. Sound the trumpet. The Lord 

our God is always with us. 


