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June 12, 2016 

John 12:24-26 

Matthew 14:15-21    Given 

 

We are blessed. We are broken. We are given. We are filled. This is the 

life of a disciple of Jesus; the life we are called to live in the story of the 

Feeding of the 5000. As Jesus’ followers, it is our way of being in the 

world. We are blessed. We are broken. We are given. We are filled. 

First, we are blessed. Jesus blesses the bread. He blesses us and the 

sanctity of all life. Then Jesus breaks the bread, sharing our brokenness, 

using it for God’s purposes. And then Jesus gives the bread. Because 

unless the bread is given, unless we are given, then what’s the point? 

Because that bread is there to feed the hungry and hungry of heart. So 

what is blessed and broken must be given. 

Jesus gives the bread because giving is what Jesus does. It’s what God 

does and has been doing since the very beginning of time; since God 

decided to create the world. And God created and God shared creation 

with us. God gave it to us freely. God did not give in order to get more 

back and make a profit. God did not say; “ok, here’s the world. That will 

be one kazillion dolllars and a kajillion years of hard labor. But don’t 
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worry, we’ll set up an easy payment plan. No interest for 60 months. 

The APR will be quite reasonable, I promise. You’ll have this all paid 

off in no time.” No, that’s not what God did. God made the world and 

then God gave it to us. God shared it, distributing among us all of its 

blessings. And we took it. And what did we do? Well, we didn’t share it 

so well-- with God or with one another. So God said, “Let me show you 

how to give.” And God came to us in Jesus Christ and showed us. He 

gave himself and shared the treasures of God’s Kingdom. Because that 

was God’s plan all along; to share life with us, to have life with us 

together. 

So God gave everything God had to us. Because giving is what God is 

about. It’s what love is all about. So that is what we are all about. 

Showing the world what love looks like. Because the crowds around us 

are starved for it. And they are hungry and have come looking to be 

filled. To have joy and peace and life with God. And Christ has given 

that to us. So that we may in turn, give it with the world.  

We are to give. And giving might sound easy. It might sound simple. 

But, you and I know that it is not. It is downright difficult to give 
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sometimes. And it’s confusing why we should give or what we should 

give or how not to give, give, give ourselves out. So first, as a disciple of 

Jesus, let’s think about what giving is NOT. 

First, our giving is not just charity. Because charity is usually about our 

leftovers. It is about taking a box of leftover clothes to Goodwill. It is 

taking leftover, expired pinto beans to the Food Bank like I do. It’s 

putting our leftover money in the offering plate. And if we have leftover 

time, we will give it in service to others. But the giving Jesus calls us to 

is not charity. The disciples are not to give leftovers. They are not to go 

to the crowds in the leftover moments they have with leftover crusts of 

bread. Giving is the reason they are there. And what they are giving is 

the goodness of God. The grade-A, top-notch stuff. Not the expired 

pinto beans. I can imagine Jesus saying. “Mary, come on. Your 

leftovers? Really? Is that what I have given to you? Is that what you are 

going to share? You are showing the world that God’s transforming love 

is expired pinto beans? 

Giving is not a charity of leftovers. And it is not about mission either. In 

his book, Toxic Charity, Robert Lupton talks about how mission trips 
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are often not about giving to others. They are about giving to ourselves. 

Missions are about US feeling good. And US feeling helpful. And US 

having profound God experiences in other cultures and other countries. 

Some missions are very well done and considerate of those they serve. 

But some make communities feel like tourist destinations or poverty 

zoos. They can people feel objectified and rob them of dignity and 

independence. The $5 billion dollars spent every year on mission trips 

displaces local labor and forces local leaders to tend to ‘missionaries’ 

instead of the needs of the community. Because, Lupton says, those on 

missions tend to be more interested in the spiritual high of helping rather 

than in what will really be helpful to others. 

Giving is not a mission we do to feel good. It is not just charity with our 

leftovers. And it is not a covert way of fundraising for ourselves. We do 

not give what Jesus has given us in order to build up our church. 

Disciples do not distribute bread to the crowds to bring in more 

members. They do not give out the bread and then put an ad in the paper. 

They do not give the bread to increase their own kingdom, but to share 

the Kingdom of God.   
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Have you ever been to a group with an ulterior motive like that? I was at 

a church group like that once. Like I came in the door and they didn’t 

have to say it, but I knew they were thinking, “oh, goody, someone who 

can give us energy! Someone who can help us and fix us and feed us” 

Like it was the opposite of discipleship. Like they wanted me to share 

God with them. Like they were the hungry who needed me to give. This 

summer we have started our community program, Locally Grown. And 

our first meeting was great. We had 17 youth from Midway, 

Georgetown, and Versailles, and 18 adults We shared strawberry 

shortcake and we shared games. We shared how hard it is to be a young 

person. And we laughed and talked and listened. And I admit that part of 

me was counting and thinking how it would grow our church. But I felt 

the Spirit clearing its throat. “Ahem. Are you hoping to give here or to 

receive? Mary, this isn’t about you. Or your church. Or the kingdom you 

hope to build. This is about God’s kingdom. And the love of God which 

you have to share.” We aren’t here to receive from the world but to give 

to the world. We aren’t hoping to be fed by the world but to share the 
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food we have from Christ. Because his blessed and broken bread, his 

blessed and broken life are enough. 

Giving is not charity. It is not mission. It is not a covert fundraising 

attempt. Giving is giving. It’s sharing; it’s distributing what we have 

received from God in Jesus Christ. Because the world is hungry for that 

kind of food. For the nourishment of love and peace and grace. Like the 

crowd of 5000 plus; who weren’t there for a gourmet meal (it was just 

bread and fish for heaven’s sake). They were there for Jesus. Because he 

was there for them. He showed them what the love of God looked like. 

He showed them they mattered and that they were loved. Not because 

they had stuff to give or because they were cool. God cared for lilies of 

the fields and the birds of the air; and God cared for them. And who they 

were right now was enough for God. Right now, they could have a share 

of God’s grace. Right now, they could be a part of God’s Kingdom. And 

isn’t that what we hunger for; why we gather here? To connect and share 

and be with the God who is with us?  

God gives because that’s who God is and what God does in Jesus Christ. 

And as his disciples, we show the world. We share that love. We give. 
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We give understanding and encouragement. We give God time and 

space to work. We give the benefit of the doubt. We give someone else a 

turn. We give someone else the floor. We give a Community Garden 

which feeds the hungry, literally and figuratively. We give weekend 

backpacks for 20 kids every week during school. We give the Locally 

Grown youth group a chance to let kids and adults know who they are 

and experience the love of God in Jesus Christ. Giving doesn’t have to 

be big or expensive or complicated. But it has to be real. It has to 

involve us. It has to be who we are. Because we are the body of Christ. 

Blessed and broken and given for the world. So that all who are hungry 

may be fed. 

 

I invite you now to think about how God loves. How God has given to 

you. And then to think about who needs to know that. Write a card. Fill 

a snack bag for the Refugee Ministries. Maybe come with us to the 

Homeplace to have lunch with the residents there. 

We do not give as a charity or a mission or a fundraising event. We give 

to show what love looks like. We give to share the Kingdom of God. 


