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June 1, 2014 

1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

Acts 1:6-14    Lord, is this the time? 

 

“Why do you stand there looking up at heaven?” The men in white robes 

ask a question that is both pushy and obvious at the same time. “Why do 

you stand there looking up at heaven, O men of Galilee? Why do you 

stand there, watching as your Lord disappears into the sky? Yes, he did 

just ascend into the clouds. Yes, he has now gone into heaven, into the 

great beyond, where he will sit in glory at the right hand of God. His 

work on earth is done. And he is not coming back. Not for a while. So 

why do you stand there looking up at heaven?”  

It’s a question that’s both pushy and obvious. The disciples are standing 

there because they don’t know where else to go. They are looking up 

because they don’t know where else to look.  They aren’t sure where to 

go from here. What will they do now without their Jesus? What will they 

do without their inspiration, without their Lord and his real, live, 

resurrected, nail-scarred embodiment of God’s power? What will they 

do now? 
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You can tell that the disciples aren’t ready for this.  They aren’t ready 

for Jesus to leave. You can tell that they had hoped things would go a 

little differently. That maybe Jesus would stay.  That maybe he would 

establish his kingdom on earth. And maybe he would use his cosmic 

power to take out the Romans. And maybe the temple authorities. And 

maybe also some of those rotten Pharisees. And maybe then restore his 

people Israel. That would be too much to expect from the Messiah, 

would it? But Jesus is leaving and not doing any of those things. And 

you can kind of tell his disciples are a bit disappointed. If he was going 

to use all that power of his, now would be the time. 

Because obviously, Jesus had that kind of power.  The disciples had 

witnessed it. They had seen his power to do miracles. His power to calm 

raging storms. His power to stand before elders and priests and 

governors who were out to get him and never flinch. He even had the 

power to suffer and die and then on Easter morning, to rise again. Jesus 

had power. Amazing, God-given power. And he could save them, he 

could save Israel. He could restore their nation and give his disciples 

respectable positions in his new government. Jesus had the power to be 
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powerful and it seemed like he should act on it. Isn’t it time, Jesus? 

“Isn’t this the time when you will restore your people? Isn’t this the 

moment when you come down the mountain like Moses and set Israel 

free? Isn’t this the time when you crush everyone else and show the 

world who’s boss? It’s about time, isn’t it Jesus? 

The disciples have been waiting for this moment. When the bad guys 

would lose and the good guys would win. And they would dwell in his 

power and glory. Now was the perfect time. But Jesus tells his eager 

disciples, much to their disappointment, that now is not the time for that. 

It is not the time for tribalism. It is not the time for victory speeches and 

nationalistic fervor. It is not the time for Jesus to establish a Kingdom 

just for Israel or for any one nation. It is time for Jesus to establish a 

Kingdom for all. It is time for all people and all nations and all of 

creation to be restored, not just Israel. 

The disciples had hoped that Jesus’ power would be like traditional 

power. They had thought that Jesus’ Kingdom would be a literal 

kingdom. And that God would finally do something to set the world 

right politically and socially. But instead, Jesus leaves with all his divine 
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power and goes off into heaven. All the disciples can do is stare up into 

the sky, feeling lost and alone and powerless; unable to see how they can 

do anything now. 

Maybe you have felt that way, the way the disciples must have felt. 

Powerless. Disappointed. Frustrated that now is not the time for you and 

your community to be restored. The powers of the world are still in 

command. The rulers are still corrupt. All the decisions that are made are 

beyond your control. Maybe you know what it’s like. You can’t get out 

from under the boss’s thumb. Your bank account is in bad shape. Your 

aging body is ruled by aches and pains and those dark shadows of heart 

disease and cancer and Alzheimers are there. And there are those 

difficult relationships that have taken over your life. The family member 

that can’t get it together. The neighbor that only seems to operate in jerk 

mode. The weirdos around you in society who seem so determined to 

ruin things for others. Everything and everyone seems to have power but 

you. Maybe sometimes you feel that way. 

Help-less. Energy-less. Power-less. The disciples standing on that 

mountain gazing, after their ascended Lord, I imagine that’s how they 
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felt. And they could have stood there, in that spot, for the rest of their 

lives. But luckily, some men in white robes appear to move them along. 

Angels have a way of doing that. They have a way of arriving at just the 

right time with just the right words to draw our eyes away from the 

clouds of our misconceptions to the bottom of the mountain, to the 

waiting world below, where God wants us to go. “Men of Galilee, why 

are you standing there looking toward heaven?,” they ask. “Why are you 

standing there feeling powerless, when God is about to do something 

powerful? Why do you stand there feeling lost when Jesus promised that 

through you, the rest of the world would be found?” 

Jesus had made them a promise. He had told his disciples, You will 

receive power. Dunamis is the word for power in Greek. It is where we 

get dynamic and dynamite. Jesus promised dunamis would be theirs. 

And it could mean power, as in physical force. It could mean power, as 

in muscly strength.  It could mean power, as in you in charge and you in 

control and you ordering the world as you see fit. 

Power of that nature is the subject of JRR Tolkein’s The Lord of the 

Rings. The One Ring that the story centers on offers ultimate power. 
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Unquestionable, unstoppable power.  And all the characters in the book 

are tempted to believe that they can wield that kind of power. Every 

character, Gandalf, Frodo, Gollum, Boromir, Lady Galadriel, they are all 

tempted by the Ring’s unlimited strength to do what they most desire. 

Rule their kingdom, save their people, save their world. The power 

could be theirs with the Ring. But in the end, the absolute power of the 

Ring brings absolute misery and destruction and the only right thing to 

do is to destroy the Ring. 

Power like that tempts us all. Even as followers of Jesus. We might not 

expect own kingdoms. We might not expect to get status and popularity. 

We might not expect that because we follow Jesus we will get invited to 

the governor’s mansion or make it to Kim and Kanye’s wedding. But we 

as Christians, as the Church, we might expect that because of our faith, 

we will be important. We might expect that because of our faith, we will 

be rewarded. We might expect that because of our faith, we will have 

success. People will care about what we say and what we think. They 

will respect us and we will have power to shape society. It is tempting to 
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think that we should have that kind of power. But Jesus says that’s not 

how it works. 

The power of God, the dunamis of God is not a power to dominate. It is 

not a power to control. It is not given to us so that we may be lords over 

others. Jesus says that in his kingdom, the least are the greatest and it is 

the humble who are exalted. The dunamis, the dynamic dynamite, that 

comes from God is different. The word dunamis can also mean energy 

or ability. And the dunamis, the power of God, is a capacity give to us to 

do what we cannot do ourselves. It is the God-given capacity to be 

God’s given love in the world. And Jesus promises, You will receive 

this capacity, this ability, this dynamic power. In order that you might be 

the evidence to the world that God does give a darn about it. 

Jesus promises that his disciples will receive power. But we will also 

have to wait for it. We will have to wait just like the disciples did back 

then. They had to wait, between the ascension and the coming of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  They had to wait and pray. And live in 

anticipation of Jesus’ promise. Jesus told them, you don’t know the 

times the Father has set. And you’ll never know them. Like the disciples 
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we must wait and find the power in waiting. And the power of patience. 

And the power of listening and learning. You’ve heard of the slow food 

movement. This is the slow faith movement. We are called to get 

comfortable with not knowing and not controlling and not having power. 

Because a funny thing happens when we don’t have control or power. 

When we are powerless, as the church, we are more able to see the 

powerless around us. When our hearts are broken, we are more able to 

see the broken-hearted. When we can do nothing apart from God, then it 

is the power of God that we are desperate to be connected to. We stop 

caring about the power of our intellect or our money or our marketing 

campaigns. And powerless disciples know that the power of God is all 

there is and it is what life depends on. And no matter what comes our 

way, no matter what we face, we wait on “the God of all grace, as it says 

in 1 Peter, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, (who) will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. So let that power 

be God’s power, forever and ever.” 

Disciples who are powerless are at a place where they can receive God’s 

power. With hands open, they are ready for a power outside themselves. 
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And when the time came for those first disciples, when the Holy Spirit 

came and rushed over them like a wildfire, they were ready to receive it. 

When the day of Pentecost came, they received the dynamic dynamite of 

God’s Spirit and it washed over them and spilled out of them in words 

they had never spoken before. And they were lit up like flames of grace 

and love. In that moment, they became the powerful Kingdom of God. 

Jesus promises that we will receive power. We will receive the capacity, 

the dynamic dynamite to be the love of God in the world. And we might 

have long periods where we wait to experience it. Remember this is slow 

faith, here. And it might just happen when we least expect it. When we 

feel the least capable, the least powerful. It might be in the hospital or in 

a cemetery or at a coffee shop with a friend. It might be at our dinner 

table at home with our family. It might be right here at this communion 

table where we finally understand that God’s love is for us and it is for 

them and it is for everyone in every nation. Here at this table, we are 

God’s powerful Kingdom. 

And we might also receive that power when we go out into the world to 

serve others. I remember when we went to Buckhorn Home for 
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Children, we shared lunch with one of the cabins of boys. And we heard 

about the struggles and heartaches of the kids that had ended up there. 

How so many of them had grown up in homes full of violence and drugs 

and how they had received little love and little nourishment. And they 

really have nothing, but this little residential treatment center where 

someone finally cares about them. And it broke our hearts, but it broke 

them open to the profound love of God. And the power that we want to 

know and the power that we want the world to know about too. 


