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July 8, 2018 

2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 

2 Corinthians 12:2-10   Sufficient Grace 

 

My grace is sufficient for you. That’s what God said to Paul when Paul 

asked to remove his hardships and suffering. When he asked God to get 

rid of the obstacles in his path and the thorns in his side. God said, “My 

grace is sufficient for you. My grace is enough. It’s all you need. What 

you have right now is weakness. And in your weakness you will find the 

power of Christ dwelling in you. In weakness, you will find strength.” 

My grace is sufficient for you, God said. My grace is enough. You don’t 

need to be able to do everything. It wasn’t what Paul wanted to hear, I 

imagine. It wasn’t what Paul expected. Paul expected God to give him 

power and strength to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. He needed 

power and strength to establish churches around the Mediterranean. He 

needed power and strength to deal with the paperwork and problems of 

all these churches. Because boy oh boy, were there problems with these 

churches. You’d think it would be easy to be a church. Just gather 

people in the name of Jesus and BOOM, it’s the house of God. But the 

only problem is that the church is filled with people. And people can be 



2 
 

so troublesome. And especially troublesome were the people of Corinth. 

Whew, Paul had to work really hard with them, explaining the good 

news of Jesus and what it meant to be the church. Paul spent a lot of 

time teaching them. He poured his heart and soul out for them. Maybe 

you know what it’s like to do that; to put your heart and soul into 

something. To try to teach someone or coach someone. You do 

everything you can to get them in the right place and you hope that they 

will understand. You hope they will spread their wings and fly.  

The other day we saw a baby robin in the grass near our house. It 

couldn’t fly. All it could do was hop around. Zeb told me that that’s 

what happens with baby robins. They get pushed out the of the nest 

before their feathers grow in and then they have to hide in the bushes 

while their wings grow in Then it’s up to them to figure out this flying 

business while their mom chirps loudly at them from the tree. “Come on. 

Come on. You can do it.” But that little bird is on its own. Just like the 

Corinthian church was. It was on its own after Paul left to continue his 

missionary journey. And all he could do was send letters, chirping his 

encouragement to them. Hoping they would learn to fly. 
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This church thing was difficult for the Corinthians. They couldn’t seem 

to get it. They fought over communion and circumcision and marriage. 

They fought over who was in and who was out. They were excluding 

one another, snubbing one another. And then these people who called 

themselves apostles showed up. And they claimed they were ministers of 

righteousness. And Paul? Sheesh, what did he know? These so-called 

apostles butted-in and tried to take over, all the while, boasting about 

their super spiritual abilities. They were overpowering the Corinthians 

and undermining the good news. And al Paul could do was chirp loudly 

from a distance to his little Corinthian church. All he could do was 

remind them that these ‘super-apostles’ didn’t get it. That following 

Jesus wasn’t about power. It wasn’t about having the greatest abilities. 

It’s about being the servant, the humble one, the one depending on the 

power of Christ. 

But strength, strength is so much better. Power is so much more 

appealing. For the church at Corinth, it felt like it was the answer to all 

their problems. The church was struggling. They were struggling to do 

anything without Paul there and then these super-apostles showed up. 
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They were like an answer to prayer. They were confident. They were 

sure of what to do. And they were sure that everyone should listen to 

them. They boasted about the strength they had from God. The Greek 

word for boasting is kauxomai (COW-KSOMAI). It’s root word means 

neck. As in, you have a long neck that keeps your head high. As in, this 

long neck of yours lets you look down on others. Paul says, these super-

apostles had the long neck and they were boasting about things that 

weren’t important. With all their big talk, they were acting like big shots, 

preying on the Corinthians and putting on airs around them, and taking 

advantage of them, and shaming them and even physically abusing 

them. “Why?, says Paul; Why, oh why, would you let these people do 

this? Why would you let people, who love being powerful, have power 

over you?” 

We know why they let the powerful people have power over them. We 

know why WE let powerful people have power over us. It’s because 

they seem so strong and we seem so weak. They seem so able to do 

things while we feel so unable. The word in Greek for power is dunamis. 

And those with dunamis can get things done. They can make things 
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happen. And sometimes that’s what we want. We want someone who 

can make things happen. Someone who isn’t all wishy-washy and 

‘whatever’. But someone who can get things done. Even if they aren’t 

kind or compassionate. Even if they use their power to bully us and 

other people. It doesn’t matter because they can do things when others 

can’t. 

We are drawn to the promises of power. We have been drawn to them 

since the very beginning. Since the day we took that fruit in the garden 

of Eden, hoping to be like God. Or when we built the great big tower of 

Babel, hoping to be closer to God. Or when we thought that if we had 

the right king, then we could rule like God. David had dunamis. David 

had power. David defeated Goliath and established Jerusalem. And 

when David was anointed as king it must have been the best day ever. 

But that power would not make the people divine. It would not give 

them control and it would not save them. It would take someone much 

weaker to save them. Someone who was not a warrior or a politician. 

Someone without a long neck to look down on others. It would take 

someone like Jesus, who would show them and us that we find the 
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power of God, not in greatest, but with the least of these. That we find 

God’s power not in demanding to be served but in serving others. That 

we find God’s power not by taking life, but by giving our life for the life 

of the world. It is only in weakness that we know God’s strength. 

That’s what Paul is telling the Corinthians. That being a Christian is not 

about being powerful. It is not about being over and above people. It’s 

not about coming out ahead. It’s about being weak so you can find the 

strength of God. Paul tells the Corinthians in chapter 11 just what life in 

Christ has meant for him. It has meant imprisonment, floggings, 

stonings, shipwrecks; dangerous journeys with wild rivers and bandits 

and Jews and Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, 

dangers at sea, dangers from false brothers and sisters. Paul says if I’m 

going to boast, it’s going to be about toil and hardship, about sleepless 

nights and going hungry and thirsty and naked. It’s going to be about all 

the stress caused by his churches, especially his church in Corinth! Paul 

could boast. He could talk about his spiritual experiences, his amazing 

qualifications, his own visions of the heavenly places, but that’s not 
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where he finds the power that comes from Jesus Christ. You don’t find it 

in strength, but in weakness. 

And Paul knows weakness. He knows struggle. He knows thorns in the 

flesh. And he has prayed for God to remove them. He has prayed for 

God to let him get things done in the world. But God has said, no. No, 

the good news is not about always being strong. It’s not about living life 

by your own power.  God says it’s about trusting MY power and MY 

strength. My grace is sufficient for you. For the power of God is made 

perfect in weakness. Only then, only when you can’t do, do you 

understand what I can do. 

Weakness is where we find our strength in Christ. Weakness is where 

we understand the power of God. When God’s grace is sufficient for us, 

when it is enough for us, then we find the true source of our strength. 

The word for weakness in Greek is astheneia. The first letter, the a or 

alpha, means not. The rest of the word, the stheneia, it means health or 

integrity or wholeness. Having stheneia means you have it together, 

even when the world around you is falling apart. To be Astheneia means 
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you are not held together. You means you are not healthy or whole. It 

means you are coming undone. 

Astheneia is the weakness that we feel when we can’t do anything. It’s 

the weakness we feel when we see the problems in the world around us. 

When we face sickness and failing bodies. When a loved one is gone, 

taken too soon and we feel lost without them.1 It’s the weakness we feel 

when we are faced with failure. When we struggle with impossible 

situations. When we can’t make something happen at work or at home or 

with friends. It’s the weakness we feel when we face death. But Paul 

will boast in his weakness. Because that is when he feels closest to God. 

When he must depend on God. When he feels most in touch with Jesus. 

Because Jesus was weak by the world’s standards. He was scorned and 

rejected and abandoned. He was humiliated and put on a cross by his 

enemies. And everything he stood for fell apart. And in the end, he had 

to put his life in God’s hands. All Jesus could was let God’s grace be 

sufficient for him. 

                                                           
1 David Frederickson, http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=3696 
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Paul boasts in that weakness. In the times he hasn’t had it all together. In 

the times when God’s grace has had to be enough for him. And that’s the 

good news for all of us. We have struggles. We have trials. We are 

weak. And we are supposed to be strong. But that is why we have this 

gathering of people, this church; to admit our weakness and that we 

don’t live by our own power. To say that we are powerless. That we 

have come undone, but God’s grace is sufficient for us. God’s grace is 

enough. What would it be like to know that right now, that God’s grace 

is enough for you? That it’s enough to hold you and it’s enough to hold 

everything together? 

This week, a neighbor in Midway passed away. Her life had had ups and 

downs. And she could have told you all about weakness and struggle. 

She had made mistakes, but she had been sober for 13 years and things 

looked better. Then everything came apart and drugs stole the life of her 

step-daughter, and her step-grandkids were suddenly without parents. 

And she had to take them in. And she did without hesitation and she 

loved them without hesitation. And then cancer came and then it came 

back. And close to the end of her life, we talked about how all we have 
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in the end is grace. All we can do is have faith and let it be enough and 

let God be enough for us. And put ourselves in God’s hands. Because 

it’s the power of God that holds us all together. The power of love. In 

the end, that’s all there is. And it’s sufficient. It is sufficient. That love 

that will never let us go. May it be the good news for us. May it be the 

good news we share with the world. 


