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July 3, 2016 

Galatians 6:7-16 

Luke 10:1-11    The Harvest is Plentiful 

 

“The Kingdom of God has come near. The harvest is plentiful. The 

laborers are few. Get out there and get going.” That’s what Jesus is 

telling his disciples today. The world is waiting for you. The harvest is 

plentiful. Now get to it. 

The Kingdom of God has come near. And Jesus’ disciples have a 

mission. And as Jesus’ disciples, we might be wondering about that 

mission, and what it is and where we are supposed to go, and what will 

happen if it doesn’t work? We have questions. But Jesus says, the 

harvest is plentiful. Today. The Kingdom of God has come near and 

people are waiting to hear that God is nearby, that God is with them. 

That they too are children of God, beloved of God. That they matter to 

God. The harvest is plentiful, Jesus says. So here’s what I need you, my 

disciples, to do: Get out there, Jesus says. But carry nothing with you. 

And stay where you are welcomed. And eat what you are served. And 

cure the sick that are there. And if it doesn’t work, if you are rejected, 

then shake it off. 
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The first thing Jesus tells his disciples is to go on their way. The 

Kingdom of God has come near. So get out there and get to work. 

Hupago, it says in Greek. Depart. Go. Proceed out into the world. 

Because the harvest is plentiful and you must go where the harvest is. 

The harvest isn’t going to come to you. It’s not like it used to be in the 

church. For so long, the harvest DID come to us. We opened the doors 

on Sunday morning, and people just showed up. Because that’s what 

people did on Sunday morning. Culturally, socially. That’s where you 

went. But that’s not all there is to do anymore. There are other things, 

other interests and obligations. Many have to work. Many find it’s the 

only day to catch up on shopping or chores.  There is so much more to 

do. We are more encumbered.  More occupied. More pressured. We find 

it hard to rest. To slow down. And be still and know that God is God. 

And God is love. And that God’s kingdom of love has come near to us. 

My boys like to take me for a walk every day. Whenever we see anyone 

on our walk, they ask, “Who is that, Mama? Who is that person over 

there? What are they doing? Do you know what they are doing? Do you 

know them, Mama? What’s their name?” And they say it all kind of 
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loudly. And sometimes I know who it is and sometimes I don’t know 

who it is. And then they ask: “Why, Mama? Why don’t you know who 

that is?” And it can be a little embarrassing. But my kids have shown me 

what a basic human need it is to know others and connect with them. To 

share. And to love. And that’s what the Kingdom of God is about. 

Jesus says we can talk about it all we want to inside these four walls. But 

to know the Kingdom of God, to share it, we have to go out into the 

world. To accomplish our mission, we have to leave these walls behind 

and get outside. And look, we have this great Community Garden. And 

we have this awesome Locally Grown youth group with kids from all 

over our community. The harvest is plentiful here. But it needs laborers. 

It needs contributions. It needs disciples willing to say yes and get out 

there. 

Go, says Jesus. Be on your way. Leave behind what is comfortable and 

secure. Get out there and meet the world. And, oh, by the way, don’t 

take anything with you when you go. No bag. No purse. No sandals. No 

spare socks. No umbrella. No little bag of travel toiletries. Now when I 

hear Jesus say stuff like this, I am pretty sure he is crazy. Because who 
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would go out into the world without taking something with them? I 

mean, you have to be prepared. You never know when you might need 

bandaids or sunscreen or some extra batteries or hand sanitizer or a big 

floppy hat. You just never know. And I want to be ready. I want to be 

able to handle things. But Jesus tells us to go out into the world without 

anything. 

A friend recently told about how she was passing through a small town 

and her car broke down. She had no idea how to fix it. She was far from 

home. So she went into the nearest McDonalds and asked if anyone 

knew anything about cars. A McDonald’s employee coming off his shift 

offered to look at the car. Then a Walmart manager who was on his 

break overheard what has happening and went to get a battery meter. It 

was the end of the day, so they quickly helped her find a tow truck 

driver, and a repair shop willing to stay open. There she was without 

anything, totally dependent. And she said she had never felt God so 

close to her. And it never would have happened if she had been prepared 

and self-sufficient and independent.  
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But Jesus sends his disciples out empty handed so they will be 

dependent on God, first of all. And second, because Jesus wants them to 

leave their baggage behind. He doesn’t want them taking stuff with 

them. He doesn’t want them burdened and weighed down with grudges 

or prejudices or worries or fears. With the ‘we oughts’ and the ‘we 

shoulds’. And the ‘we can’ts’ and the ‘they won’ts’.  Jesus’ disciples 

have to leave that baggage behind. So what do we need to leave behind? 

What do we need to put down and set aside in order to go out and share 

the Kingdom? 

Get out there, Jesus says. Don’t take anything with you. And wherever 

you are welcomed, stay there. Stay wherever you are received. So often 

we keep moving. We keep going. We don’t stay; we push on because 

there is something bigger down the road, something better. Some grass 

that might be greener. When we were getting ready to travel last week, 

my sister told me about this app I could get on my phone that finds you 

find a hotel in any town. You can look at all the accommodations in any 

area and see what they have to offer. What kind of pool they have. What 

kind of breakfast they have. What kind of parking they have. What kind 
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of WiFi and cable TV they have. What kind of sheets they have on the 

beds. What kind of shopping they have nearby. And look at this price, 

but oh, look at that one. But what about that other one over there? You 

could spend hours looking for a hotel, in pursuit of bigger and better and 

cheaper. 

And that’s what life is so often. Whether we are shopping for hotels or 

school supplies or politicians or churches. We want bigger, better, faster, 

more bang for our buck. And that was true for the disciples back then. 

Jesus knew that when they went out into the world with nothing, that 

maybe they would be tempted to always be looking for something more. 

They would be tempted to keep looking for better or bigger. Maybe a 

nicer town or a better neighborhood. Maybe a community with better 

food or more money. Or a group of folks that thought like them and 

looked like them. No, no, says Jesus. Stay wherever you are welcomed. 

Eat whatever they give you. Don’t keep moving in search of bigger 

missions and more spectacular ministries. Cure the sick that are there. 

Heal the hurts that are there. Be where you are. Abide there. Because 
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that’s what the Kingdom of God does. It is near to you. It is near to 

them. So where might God be asking us to stay right now? 

Go out into the world, Jesus says. Don’t take anything with you. Stay 

where you are welcomed. But if you aren’t welcomed. If you aren’t 

received with hospitality. If you are, in fact, rejected, then shake it off. 

Shake it off. Because there are people who won’t be ready for you. They 

won’t get what you are doing. They won’t be on the same page. There 

will be people who, for their own reasons which you may not know or 

understand, who will be downright hostile to you and the Kingdom of 

God. Shake it off, Jesus says. Let it go. It’s nothing personal. Even I was 

rejected, says Jesus. Even my religious leaders snubbed me. And my 

government authorities dismissed me. Even my neighbors threw me out 

of my own hometown. My whole world turned against me. But I didn’t 

let it stop me from being who I was. It wouldn’t stop me from being who 

I was called to be. God’s servant, the one sharing God’s love and grace 

and faithfulness, no matter what. That’s who you are called to be too. 

If you are not welcomed, if you are rejected, if you are pushed away, if 

you cannot connect or communicate the Kingdom of God to someone, 
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shake it off, Jesus says. Don’t blame them. Or curse them. Or argue or 

name-call or fight with those who are clearly not able to receive you. 

Don’t let who THEY are change who YOU are. Shake it off, Jesus says. 

Shake the dust from that place off your sandals and move on. 

So what do we need to shake off? What resentment or anger do we need 

to shake out of our systems? What do we need to shake out of our 

brains, what memories, what hurts, what attacks that have felt so 

personal? It’s hard to do. It’s hard to shake things off. But that’s what 

Jesus asks of us. I went to a bookstore recently and they were having 

little coloring event for adults. Which is a thing now, I’ve noticed. I 

thought all coloring books were for everyone. But anyway, my kids were 

with me and they saw the coloring and they were all over that and so 

was I and I think we wrecked the adult coloring table vibe. Anyway, we 

were coloring postcards. And the one I got had unicorns on it. I’m not 

kidding. And it said JOY. And on the back it said this: Joy arises when 

we do not believe our judgmental thoughts toward ourselves or anyone 

else. HMMM. Holding on to not joyful things means we can’t hold on to 

JOY.  It means we can’t share joy. It means we can’t be the joyful 
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Kingdom. Unless we shake all that stuff off and let it go and leave it 

behind.  

The kingdom of God has come near to you. And it has come near to me. 

And it has come near to all of us. And if we want to be near to it, then 

we need to go out into the world. Without any baggage. Without always 

seeking bigger and better. Without letting the ‘no’ of the world change 

God’s ‘yes’ to us. The harvest is plentiful. The harvest of God’s love and 

grace and peace is here. Here in this place and at this table. Come, for 

the Kingdom of God is at hand. 


