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July 1, 2018 

1 Samuel 17:1a, 4-11, 19-23 

1 Samuel 17:32-49   For the Battle is the Lord’s 

 

You are not able, David. You are not able to go up against Goliath. You 

are can’t beat him. You can’t stop him so don’t even try. This is a battle 

you can’t win. That’s what King Saul tells David today in our story from 

1 Samuel. David, the shepherd boy who has declared that he will fight 

the mighty warrior Goliath, he tells the king that he will beat him. And 

he tells him he will do it, there is no doubt. And he tells him that this 

battle is the Lord’s. But even we are left wondering, David, what are you 

thinking? You’re not able to do this. You are too young. Too small. You 

can’t beat Goliath. 

David had come to this place by accident. He had come to visit his 

brothers on the battlefield and bring them supplies. David had not been 

allowed to join the armies going to fight the Philistines. As the youngest 

of his eight brothers, he had been left home with dad. It was typical. The 

big boys got to go out and do big things. But not David. He was too 

little, too inexperienced, too foolish. And when he came to the 

battlefield, he proved how foolish he was. When he heard the taunts of 
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Goliath, and when he saw the Israelite soldiers cowering in fear, he 

knew that someone had to stand up. Someone had to stand up to this 

loud-mouthed Philistine. So David stood up. David, in all the foolishness 

of youth, volunteered to fight Goliath. Though he shouldn’t. And he 

couldn’t. Not in a million years. He couldn’t defeat Goliath. But David 

had faith that he could.  He had faith that this battle was the Lord’s. 

“But you’re not able, says King Saul.  You aren’t able to go against 

Goliath.” Saul wasn’t trying to be rude. He was just being realistic. Saul 

knew his enemy. He knew, like everyone else did, that Goliath was the 

most terrifying soldier there was. He was the biggest, and the strongest, 

and the most well-equipped. He was a greatest warrior from the greatest 

warrior nation around. The Philistines were so good at fighting, that they 

hired themselves out as mercenaries. They traveled everywhere waging 

war; from the Aegean Sea up north to Syria in the East to Egypt in the 

south. Scholars say that the Philistines are one of the reasons that the 

empires of the area collapsed at the end of the Bronze Age around 1200 
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BCE.1 They were one of the reasons there was a dark age in the 

Mediterranean for about 200 years. 

The Philistines were a terrifying war-like people. And Goliath was the 

most terrifying of them all. We are told that he was six cubits and a span 

in height. That’s over nine feet tall. And we are told that he was strong. 

Oh my, was he strong. Imagine this. The chain mail he wore into battle 

weighed 125 pounds. His bronze helmet and armor added another 15 

pounds. And he had weapons we are told. Oh my, did he have weapons! 

A javelin of bronze. And an 8 ft spear with a giant iron spearhead. He 

had a shield bearer to block weapons that might come his way. Goliath 

was lethal from a distance or in hand to hand combat. Goliath was any 

nation’s worst nightmare. And he had come to fight the nation of Israel. 

And he had declared that would make them into his slaves. Are you 

frightened enough yet? Are you ready to give up yet? Is it clear enough 

yet that Goliath is too powerful to overcome? 

                                                           
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2474 
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But here comes little David. A boy who has never fought in a battle. 

Who has no military experience. Who did not grow up in a warrior 

culture. But grew up in the country, watching sheep. He was pretty good 

with a sling.  And he could play the harp like a dream. But he had no 

armor. And no powerful weapons. And no shield bearer to protect him. 

All he had was his sling and a few rocks. That’s all he had with which to 

face this warrior Goliath. Are you worried yet? Are you doubting yet? 

Are you ready yet to talk David out of this foolish decision? 

This is the story of David and Goliath. And the way we are told this, we 

are led to believe it should be no contest. A great warrior versus a young 

shepherd. A well-trained, well-armed giant versus a boy with a sling. 

The odds are 100% against David. He can’t win. He can’t beat this giant. 

“You aren’t able to go against this Philistine,” says King Saul. You are 

not able. You will lose. All of us will lose.” 

In the story of David and Goliath, there should be no contest. The enemy 

is big and strong and guaranteed to win. Maybe you have been in a 

David and Goliath situation before. Maybe right now you are facing 

something and it seems impossible to overcome. Maybe it’s cancer or 
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Alzheimers or MS or kidney disease or depression. Maybe it’s the 

terrible process of aging. Maybe it’s a difficult relationship.  Or a 

difficult situation at work or at home; and it seems 100% possible that 

your enemy will take you down. And it seems 100% impossible that 

things will turn out OK. What’s your Goliath right now? What’s the 

unbeatable, unstoppable enemy that threatens to overcome you? 

The people of God had a Goliath. And they were afraid. Who wouldn’t 

be afraid of Goliath? David was probably afraid. When he saw the 

strength of his enemy. When he saw all the grown-ups running away and 

refusing to fight. He was probably afraid. And David could have let the 

fear get to him. He could have run away. After all, he was just a boy. A 

kid with a harp and a sling. But this is the story of David and Goliath. 

It’s a story about having faith when things seem impossible. It’s about 

having faith even when facing a powerful, unbeatable giant. And letting 

him know that as big as he is, he’s not as big as God. As powerful as he 

is, he’s not as powerful as God. As deadly as he may be, he will not win, 

because this battle is the Lord’s. 
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The people of God were afraid. David was afraid, but David had faith 

that he could stand against Goliath. In spite of all the evidence to the 

contrary, David knew that God was God. And what he couldn’t do on 

his own, God could do in him. And David convinces King Saul, who 

seems to have all but given up, to let him fight. This is kind of a big deal 

in our story. Because notice, this is what everything has come down to 

this young boy with a sling. There are no other options.  No one else has 

volunteered. Not even the king. The courage of a whole nation comes 

down to the faith of a child. It’s also a big deal that Saul realizes it and 

that he lets David fight. Because if David loses and Goliath wins, the 

people of Israel become his slaves. David isn’t just risking his life, he is 

risking the lives of his whole nation. If he loses, everyone will lose. 

But David insists. In spite of the fear, in spite of the odds, he has faith. 

He persisted because that’s what faith does. It persists in standing 

against the enemy, no matter what. David had had to learn that growing 

up. As the youngest of eight brothers, that’s what you have to do. You 

have to be strong and persistent. You have to stand up for yourself. 

David had grown up hearing that he wasn’t able. That he didn’t have the 
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right stuff. That he would never be important. “Little David, how is your 

pretty little harp? Little David, how are your little sheep? Little David, 

stand aside so the bigger boys can get things done.” Even David’s father 

Jesse left him in the fields when the prophet Samuel came to visit. 

Because there were other brothers, stronger brothers to carry on the 

family legacy. When Saul told David, that he was not able, he had heard 

it all before. When Goliath taunted David with insults, he had heard it all 

before.  David had grown up having to persist. Ignored by his father, 

disregarded by his brothers, now laughed at by the Philistines and the 

armies of Israel, David still persisted. He still believed that God could do 

impossible things. 

Maybe you have had to persist. Maybe you have gone out on a limb and 

have faith. Because you didn’t believe the story that the world was 

trying to tell you. You didn’t believe the story that might makes right. 

The story that only power matters. The story that the littlest ones should 

stand aside to let the bigger boys handle things. Instead you believed in a 

different kind of story. The story of a God who makes the least the 

greatest. Who walks with nomads and sets captives free. Who brings the 
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exiled home. Who comes to us in Jesus Christ, not as a powerful warrior 

but as a baby in a manger. Who use fishermen and questionable women 

and the formerly demon-possessed to share the good news that God is 

our God. Who will stand up to the terrible power of hatred and evil in 

the world. And he will not run away. Because God is greater than any 

giant well-armed Goliath out there. And every battle belongs to the 

Lord. 

The world will tell us the story that we are not able. It will say, You 

can’t win. You can’t stop Goliath. You don’t have the experience. You 

don’t have the right weapons. You are too small and inexperienced. If 

we persist in faith, it may let us fight. But it will try to fit us with the 

armor that it thinks we need. Like Saul trying to give David his armor. It 

may try to equip us in its own image. Here, here are the things you need 

to win. The things that will strengthen you and protect you. Here are the 

things we did way back in the day. Here put this on; this kind of music, 

these kinds of programs, dress like this, talk like this. Do church this 

way. Be a Christian this way. Have faith this way. But that armor won’t 

work for us. It won’t work because it’s not the armor that matters. What 
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matters is that there is a battle, a battle to be fought against despair and 

hatred and the powers that dehumanize others. What we need to fight 

that battle is courage and faith and the spirit of God. 

All David took with him to face Goliath was a sling. And five stones 

from the creek. And his faith that God was God. And that this was God’s 

story. That God stood against bullies. God stood against cruelty. God 

stood against the strong who would hurt the weak.  David stood with 

God and stood against Goliath. He insisted that Goliath wasn’t in charge. 

God was in charge. He insisted that Goliath didn’t have the final say. 

God had the final say. He stood against the story that Goliath was trying 

to tell that might makes right. And that only power matters. And the 

littlest ones should stand aside. David stood for God’s story, the story 

that God is God. And that the little ones matter. 

With his sling and his faith in God, David faced Goliath. With his sling, 

he stood against evil and insisted that the battle belonged to the Lord. 

And today, we are called to stand, with whatever gifts and skills we 

have. To stand for the story of a God who loves us. To stand together 

and come to this table, where Jesus stands for all the little ones. Where 
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he stands against evil and insists that nothing can separate us from God’s 

love. Nothing. Not powers or principalities. Not our hurts, not our fears, 

not our mistakes. Jesus stands for us with nothing more than this bread 

and this cup. He stands with nothing more than his life which he lays 

down for the world. And the powers of death fall before him. This battle 

belongs to the Lord. This battle belongs to the Lord.  


