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January 27, 2019 

Luke 4:14-21 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a  The Same, But Different 

 

You are the body of Christ and individually, you are members of that 

body. You. All of you. Together. You make up the body that is Christ 

here and now in the world. It is not made of any of you on our own. It is 

made of everybody. Everyone has a part. And without all its parts, the 

body doesn’t function well. That’s what the apostle Paul is telling us as 

the church today. Each one of us is important to the body. Each one of 

us, as different as we are, we each have a part to play in the body of 

Christ. 

Together, you all are the body, Paul says. And we can imagine a body. 

We can imagine how a body functions. We can imagine all the parts 

connected and working together like a well-oiled machine. We can 

imagine a church like that. On Monday, I went to the Martin Luther 

King Jr. Breakfast in Versailles. People from all over Woodford County 

were there together. Old and young, men and women, black, white, and 

brown. Everyone eating eggs and bacon and biscuits and agreeing with 

the ideals of Martin Luther King Jr; the ideals of equality and fairness 
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for everyone. It’s not difficult to agree over bacon and biscuits. It’s not 

difficult to agree on one day a year and say together that yes, we 

SHOULD work for equal rights. Yes, we SHOULD pay attention to 

injustice. Yes, we SHOULD break down barriers and resist hatred and 

stop looking for reasons to be against one another. On Monday, the body 

of Christ was eating bacon and biscuits and nodding our head 

collectively. 

But then the next day rolled around. And the idea of us all being part of 

one body, it become a bit more complicated as it always does. We get 

back from the holiday and it’s time to get back to life and work and we 

find ourselves separating from each other once again. We are separated 

and isolated and ready to fight. Every day the world presents us with 

new opportunities for opposition. We are meant to be the body of Christ, 

working together with the same Spirit. But how can we accomplish that? 

How can we BE together as a body, when we seem so very, very 

different?   

This was the question of the Corinthian church. It was their question 

because they were a church full of different people. They were trying to 
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be the body of Christ. They were trying to work together. But there was 

so much separating them. Some came from Jewish backgrounds. Others 

from Gentile backgrounds. There were rich folks and poor folks. Slaves 

and free folks. Male and female folks. People with different abilities and 

different personalities. And they had no blueprint for how to make this 

work. No one had ever done this before. So how could they be the body 

of Christ? It seemed impossible. But Paul says, you are thinking about 

these differences as a bad thing. God has brought you together 

BECAUSE you are different. As the body needs many parts to survive, 

so do you. Each part of you is important. 

Paul is telling these Corinthians that God has made them into the body 

of Christ. And first of all, that means it has many members. And they are 

all different. The body is not a whole bunch of hands or a whole bunch 

of eyes. It’s lots of different parts with different strengths. Paul just told 

them that they were the same and last week, I spent a whole sermon 

talking about how we are the same in Christ. But today Paul tells them 

that it’s equally important that they are different. And they hold those 

two opposing ideas together within them. Now this is advanced faith 



4 
 

here, people. This is AP level Christianity. Holding two different ideas 

together in tension with each other and knowing both are true. In Christ, 

we are the same, but we are also distinct and different.  

In youth group, sometimes we play a game called ‘would you rather?’ 

You are asked the question ‘would you rather’, and based on your 

answer, you go stand on one side of the room or the other. For instance, 

would you rather spend the day cleaning out a closet or shopping for a 

new car? Would you rather cook a brand-new recipe or go see your 

favorite musician in concert? Would you rather be covered in hair head 

to toe or covered in scales? See, we are all different. We all have 

different preferences and different opinions. “And that’s good, says the 

apostle Paul. That’s good. That’s how God made you. Don’t lose that. 

Because you as you are, have a special part in this community. God has 

called you here to be you. Because the body needs you. It needs different 

parts; ears and shoulders and knees and lungs. It needs steely nerves and 

strong backs and tender hearts. The body does not have one member but 

many.” 
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You have a part to play in this body. You have strengths. But if you are 

like me, that’s hard to admit. We are not taught to see our strengths. We 

are only taught to see our weaknesses. And the weaknesses of others. 

We are taught to focus on what needs to be fixed in us. “Oh, I’m too shy. 

Or I’m are too loud.  I’m not good enough at sports. Not good enough at 

math. Not good enough at matching my shirt and tie or my shoes and 

handbag. I’m not good at finding the right words or singing the right 

notes.” All we see are the flaws and deficiencies. Not our strengths. 

But what if we reframed the way we look at ourselves? Instead of 

focusing on what we can’t do, what if we focus on what we can do?  

What if we looked for what brings us the most joy? What if we allowed 

ourselves to recognize what comes most naturally to us? The things we 

do most easily, the things that are most satisfying? And we accepted 

that? What if we accept the gifts we do have; not the ones we THINK 

we should have? And we trust that God has made this body, all of us as 

we are, to be the body of Christ? 

Each part of the body is different, Paul says first of all. And Paul’s 

second point is that each part is valuable. Each part is worthy of respect. 
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The Corinthian church wasn’t respecting its parts.  Some of the parts 

thought they were more important than the other parts. Some of the 

members looked down on the others. They looked down on the ones 

who seemed to have less to offer the body. Maybe they had less money 

to give. Or less status in the community. They weren’t from important 

Roman families and didn’t have important respectable jobs. They 

weren’t educated in the finest schools. The church developed a hierarchy 

and it privileged certain parts and disregarded other parts of its body. 

Maybe if we are honest, we do that too sometimes. We see some as 

more valuable than others. We see some parts as better. It’s like when I 

take kids out to teach them about the Community Garden. And I bring 

out all the garden tools and everyone wants the hoes. And the rakes are 

of secondary importance and no one wants the hand trowels. And there’s 

fighting and hurt feelings and we haven’t even gotten down to work yet. 

And sometimes, grown-ups can be the same way. But Paul says we have 

to remember that it’s the mission that’s important, not the tools. 

Together, we are the body of Christ. And our work is his work. It’s what 

he announces in our reading from Luke: to proclaim release to the 
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captives and recovery of sight to the blind, and to proclaim the year of 

the Lord's favor. And that’s why we are here: to get God’s work done. 

That’s why our body is made of different parts. And all the parts are 

important. The apostle Paul’s idea that we are all part of a body wasn’t a 

new idea. The Roman empire used the analogy too. It said the Roman 

Empire was a body, but some parts in the body were more important 

than others. The Emperor was the head and the senators and army 

generals were the hands and feet. And all the rest of the parts were lesser 

parts. The lesser parts served the stronger parts. The less exalted parts 

should make room for the more exalted parts. But Paul turns that body 

image on its head, so to speak. He says, the less honorable parts are the 

ones we honor. The parts that seem to make us weak-- the ugly parts, the 

frail or shameful parts-- they deserve the most respect because we are 

not Rome. We do not serve the ideals of power. We do not serve the 

ideals of efficiency or wealth.  We serve the ideals of God. 

Robb Scott has a son, Turner, who has Down’s syndrome. He posted a 

story on-line of how he overhead a father talking to two of his sons in a 

book store. One of the boys was asking his dad what Down’s Syndrome 
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was. And the other dad explained it was an illness of not knowing 

anything. Robb’s son has Down’s syndrome and wanted to correct 

people’s perception of it. He said: “Down’s syndrome is literally one of 

the most beautiful things that has happened in my life. It is fun, brilliant, 

amazing, funny, kind, cuddly. They are great teachers, people with 

Down’s syndrome. It is not an illness. It is NOT an illness. It’s not even 

a disability. Just because you read slower or you don’t run as fast; it 

doesn’t mean you have a disability to me. This is what I learned from 

Turner. Disabilities are perception (that others have). I believe people 

are learners and teachers and we have the ability to be both. A well-

educated man does not have more to teach than my son. He has different 

things to teach, not more. His knowledge is not more valuable.” In the 

body of Christ, there is value in what every member brings. Because 

love is what is valuable to us. Redemption is what is valuable. Restoring 

the image of God in others.  As the body of Christ in the world, that is 

our mission. 

The body of Christ is made of different parts and each of those parts are 

important and valuable. And Third, this body is a living body. Each part 
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grows and changes. Each part matures and is strengthened with use. Our 

own bodies grow and change and mature. The church grows and 

changes and matures. The church we are today is not the church of 50 

years ago. The church of 50 years ago was not the church of John Calvin 

which was not the church of St. Francis of Assisi which was not the 

church of Paul in Corinth. The church lives and grows in its own 

environment, just as a body must live and grow in its own environment. 

At our church’s Leadership retreat this month, we talked about how the 

world ahead of us looks nothing like the world behind us. We are like 

Lewis and Clark trying to find a river route to the Pacific Ocean. But 

when their expedition got to Montana, there was no river, only 

mountains. So Lewis and Clark had a choice. They could go back to the 

rivers they knew and give up on the mission ahead of them. They could 

stay where they were and complain that there wasn’t a river there. They 

could wait for the mountains to turn into rivers. And talk about how 

great rivers were and how good they were at navigating them and hadn’t 

they done a good job getting up the watercourses they had faced.  Or 

they could look back. Or they could go forward and adapt and change 



10 
 

from river navigators to mountaineers. And see how their body and all of 

its parts could work in a new way. One of their members was a 

Shoshone woman named Sacagawea. A woman with a newborn baby, 

who probably didn’t seem all that important to a group of men. But this 

less important member saved them in the wilderness. She was key to 

finding a way through the mountains. She was the key to connecting 

them with Native tribes. She was key to helping them complete their 

mission. 

The body of Christ has many members. And each member is here to to 

do God’s work. To release the captives and proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor. To remind the world of its value. To remind each other of 

our value. That we are a part of the body of Christ. And we all have a 

part to play in the mission before us, the mission of God. 


