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January 25, 2014 

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 

Mark 1:14-20    Called to Cast and Mend 

 

Jesus must have known a good disciple when he saw one. He must have 

known what he was looking for when he began his ministry and he 

traveled around Galilee preaching his message, that “The Kingdom of 

God is at hand! Prepare yourself. Get ready. For this world belongs to 

God and God is coming to reclaim it. Repent and believe in the good 

news!” Jesus had a message. And he was looking for a few good 

disciples to help him deliver it. So Jesus must have known the kind of 

disciples he needed. 

Jesus must have known what to look for. And where. In today’s 

scripture, we find him at the Sea of Galilee. It says that Jesus was 

passing along the shore. The word in Greek, parago, means passing by 

or traveling through; that you are only temporarily in that spot because 

you are going on from there to somewhere else. Interestingly enough, it 

is the same word that Paul uses in his letter to the Corinthians that we 

read today. The present form of the world is passing away (parago). It is 

passing along. It is transitory. It is temporary. Just like Jesus’ presence 
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on the lakeshore. Jesus won’t be there for long. He is on the move, 

always on the move. And while Jesus is there, while is passing through, 

in that fleeting moment, he sees Simon Peter and Andrew. 

These brothers were probably doing what they did every day. Every day 

they went out in their boat and cast their net into the sea. It’s what they 

did every day because they were fishermen. And that’s what fishermen 

do. They cast their nets out into the water to catch whatever fish they can 

catch. And Jesus sees these fishermen casting their net and he knows. He 

knows that here are the kind of people he needs. He needs people who 

can cast nets. Because the Kingdom of God is at hand. And Jesus has 

come to gather people into it. He has come to scoop up and collect and 

reclaim God’s creation; all that has become lost, all of the people who 

are disconnected and detached from the God who made them, the God 

who loves them. He has come to get them. Because God’s people are 

adrift. They are lost. They are drowning in darkness and fear and doubt, 

and they need someone to fish them out of it. 

The world is adrift. Even today, we know it’s true. We see it all around 

us. We feel it in our spirits. The isolation and the aimlessness. We look 
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around and we see family supports that have broken down. Communities 

that are fractured. People who feel little connection to those around them 

or to the life around them or to a deeper purpose. So many of us are 

adrift. Looking for something to tether ourselves to. And we try one 

thing after another. A job, a relationship, a cause, a TV show, a new pair 

of pants, a new bit of technology-- something that will help us feel like 

we belong somewhere, or to someone. But we remain restless. Our 

hearts are restless. Do you know that feeling of being adrift? 

When I moved to Durham, NC, to work in a church, I didn’t know 

anyone in town. Like many people do now, I moved somewhere where I 

had no family. And very few friends. Mostly what I had was work. It 

was hard to find community even in the church. In town, the college kids 

were too young. The hipsters downtown were too cool. The Sierra Club 

thought I was too religious. My neighbors next door were too busy. I 

lived a solitary life. I went to work. I went to the gym. And I came 

home. I watched TV. And collected recipes that someday maybe I would 

try. I was restless. I was lonely. I felt adrift in the world. 



4 
 

Maybe you have felt that way too. I think it must be part of the human 

condition to feel that way from time to time. As we passing along, as we 

are traveling through life, through the ups and downs and disruptions 

that occur. It is part of the condition of things-- God’s creation that is not 

as it should be. It’s full of the chaos of sickness and hardship and loss. 

Addiction. Rejection. Violence. Financial worries. Painful relationships 

and separations. There is a force that seems to be at work, always 

unraveling things, whispering in our ears that there is nothing to hold on 

to, that we are alone, that it doesn’t matter. This world is passing away, 

it says. And all we can do is make ourselves comfortable if we can. With 

money or shopping or entertainment or whatever drug we choose. We 

can’t hold things together. We need not care about injustice or poverty 

or the destruction of the environment. There is a force at work trying to 

unravel the fabric of love that binds everything together. It wants apathy 

and disconnection. It wants to undo God’s creation. 

In the Bible, the life God created is always threatened by chaos. And 

water frequently represents that chaos. So perhaps it is no accident that 

Jesus passes by a body of water, the Sea of Galilee. Perhaps it is no 
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accident that he sees Simon Peter and Andrew casting their nets out into 

the water. And it is no accident that their skill at pulling things out of the 

water is exactly the kind of skill Jesus is looking for. Because Jesus has 

come to pull the world out of chaos. To pull life out of death. Jesus 

needs people just like these two fishermen, who can help him fish out 

this world that is adrift in the darkness.  

Jesus chooses fishermen because a good fisherman knows how to pull in 

that catch. There is a certain skill and a technique that are required. You 

have to know how to cast your net so you catch something. You have to 

know how to put out that net so the fish don’t scatter. You have to know 

when to put out that net, at night or early in the morning when the fish 

are out. You have to know where to put out the net, whether it’s near the 

reeds or in that deep, cool spot or at the rocky, shadowy inlet. In order to 

catch the fish, a fisherman must know the fish. And a good fisherman is 

always trying to figure out how to catch more of them. 

That’s the kind of disciple Jesus needs. He needs people who can cast 

that net. Who can draw people in, who pay attention and observe and 

invite. Who take note of the currents and the environment. Who can 
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drop that net of grace, that net of love, without scaring the fish. A good 

fisherman knows how to do that. And knows that with fishing it takes a 

lot of patience. And a lot of persistence. This isn’t dropping a line in the 

water and hoping something bites. It’s throwing your net out over and 

over and over again. 

The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance program helps communities that 

have hit by natural disasters. Teams of volunteers show up to help with 

clean-up and rebuilding in places across the country. From Joplin MO to 

the gulf coast and the east coast. To Syria, and Haiti, and the 

US/Mexican border. PDA shows up and it is known for one thing in 

particular. It stays. It commits to the long haul with the community it is 

serving. And people learn that this church group isn’t going anywhere 

and they aren’t there just to check off that mission box on their list. They 

are there patiently and persistently casting that net, gathering the lost, 

collecting lives that are adrift, and showing them again and again that 

God’s Kingdom is real and God’s love does exist. 

Jesus calls Simon Peter and Andrew to follow him because they know 

how to cast those nets. And once he has them on board, Jesus goes a bit 
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further down the shore, and he finds James and John. They are in their 

boat with their father mending nets. From what I understand, fishermen 

back then spent as much time mending their nets and they did fishing. 

Nets were fragile. They broke frequently. They developed tears and 

holes. They got snagged on branches or debris or feisty fish. And every 

day, those tattered nets needed to be mended. Because you wouldn’t 

catch much the next day with a torn net. 

Jesus calls James and John to follow him because they know how to 

mend the nets. And he needs disciples that know how to do that. It will 

be just as important to be able to fix and repair and put things back 

together. Because that is Jesus’ mission. That’s God’s mission in the 

world. To mend creation. To heal it and restore it. Not to tear or to 

divide. Not to pull the world apart with fear and hatred. Jesus needs 

disciples who can mend things. Who can proclaim that the Kingdom of 

God comes to put things back together. That chaos does not have the last 

word. Pain and suffering do not have the last word. Prejudice and 

violence do not have the last word. God has the last word. And God’s 

word is YES. Yes, I love you. Yes, I keep my promises. Yes, I will stick 
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with you to the end. And whatever has separated us, it won’t separate us 

anymore. You are no longer alienated. You are no longer lost and adrift. 

I am with you. All is forgiven. All brokenness is mended. 

Jesus needs disciples who can mend the nets. And that also means 

keeping the nets of our church mended. It means keeping our fishing 

gear in good order. We can’t draw anyone into the kingdom of God if 

our nets are torn or full of holes. So we have to mend. We need to our 

building up. And keep track of our finances. And keep track of how we 

study and worship and serve others. We need to keep our nets in good 

repair so that they can do what they are meant to do, gather people into 

the Kingdom of God. So, we have to keep mending. We have to keep 

repairing and fixing what we have. And most importantly, we have to 

keep restoring and renewing our love for one another. And we do it not 

just for ourselves. But also for the world of people who need to be fished 

out of the chaos. 

Today Jesus calls his disciples. And today we install those whom God 

has called, to serve as elders, John Davis, Janice Holland, Lewis Prewitt 

and David Shaw. Today we affirm that calling. And that this call comes 



9 
 

from Jesus. Not from your friends. Not from your pastor. Not from your 

nominating committee. It comes from Jesus who is calling you to follow 

him. And Jesus must know what he is doing. Jesus knows that your 

skills and abilities are needed for his ministry. To bear witness to the 

Kingdom of God that has come near. For this world belongs to God and 

God is coming to reclaim it. God is going out fishing for the lost and 

those who are adrift. God is going to pull creation out of chaos and 

despair. And Jesus has called you, Jesus has called all of us in this 

church to get our nets ready. To gather everything up in God’s unending, 

steadfast love. So get ready, and believe in the good news. 


