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January 19, 2014 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  In Life and in Death, WE Belong to God 

  

In life and in death, we belong to God. Today, in our series on this one 

sentence statement of faith, we are looking at the word “WE”. Just one 

word. It seems a little persnickety, I know, to talk about one word. After 

all, it’s just one word. And a pronoun at that. A pronoun that could just 

as easily be any of the pronouns out there. I belong to God. You belong 

to God. He or she belongs to God. Those all seem to work quite well. 

But that word WE, we use it very purposefully because the pronoun in 

that sentence does matter. This thing we do as the church is a WE thing. 

It is not about I or you or him or her or them. It’s about WE. Us. You 

and I. Together.  WE are the church. And in life and in death, WE 

belong to God. 

In this time and this place and this culture, WE is not a popular word. 

The world around us would have us believe that life is way more about 

‘me’ than ‘we’. It’s me that is important. It’s me who needs to be 

famous. It’s me that should come first. It’s about me and what I want 

and what I need. Not long ago there was a TV commercial that featured 
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a family. In one room, a girl was watching a movie on her phone. In 

another, a boy was playing a video game on his tablet. Dad was in the 

den engrossed in the game on the big screen. And at the dining room 

table, Mom had her earphones in and was shopping on her laptop. 

Everyone in the family was doing their own thing. And this could be 

your family, the ad said. This us could be you.  

But that us is not us. Each person doing their own thing. That’s not who 

we are as the church. And that’s not how we follow Jesus. We are meant 

to be part of a WE. It’s a countercultural notion. WE are not here just for 

ourselves, but for each other. WE are not here to do our own thing, we 

are here to do God’s thing. And WE are in this together. That’s what 

being the church means. In life and in death, WE belong to God.  

So that means, number one, that it’s not about me. Faith in Jesus is not 

something that focuses me on me. And it’s not meant to be something I 

do on my own. Following Jesus means I need to do more than meditate 

with I take a walk on Sunday morning. This faith requires a community. 

Where we can be supported and challenged. Where we can grow and 

stretch. Where we can practice loving others. Because it does take 
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practice. It takes discipline. It takes you encouraging me and me 

encouraging you. And God being with us. We can’t do this alone. “I am 

the vine, Jesus says, you are the branches. Cut off from me, you can do 

nothing. Where two or three are gathered, I am there with you.” For 

whatever reason, Jesus made it so that following him means that we 

need to be part of a WE.  

To love one another like Jesus asked, we have to be together. We have 

to deal with each other and put up with each other’s messes and rely on 

each other for forgiveness. Love is about being in the trenches together 

and staying in the trenches together. The story goes that a church got 

into a fight over a garbage can. The old garbage can had sat in the 

kitchen for years. And it was never, ever the subject of any conversation. 

Until the lid on the thing broke. And then suddenly, it was as if the 

whole world stopped and the world said, my goodness, I couldn’t 

possibly turn anymore, not until the right kind of garbage can is 

installed. And a great church fight ensued. It was the kind of incident 

that would make you sigh and shake your head. It was the kind of 

incident that would make any non-church-goer say, see, that’s why I 
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don’t go to church. One side wanted a large bin with a removable lid. 

The other wanted the smaller can with the flippy lip. Both insisted that 

the success of future potlucks depended on their choice. And the 

argument escalated. It started to snowball. It started to go beyond 

trashcans. People started dredging up old hurts and snubs. How once that 

family had not said hello in the Valumart. And how that person had 

parked purposefully in the church parking lot so they could not get their 

car in. It got ugly. Then one day, an older gentleman stood up during 

prayer time at worship. No one ever stood up during prayer time. They 

were Presbyterian for goodness’ sake. But he stood up and said, “If you 

don’t mind pastor, I think we need to pray. We need to get a trashcan. 

And we need to love one another. Please ask God to help us do both.” 

We are the church and we love one another. In the big stuff and the little 

stuff. We failable, fallable human beings, WE are the church. And it 

takes an act of God to make this work. And that’s exactly what happens. 

An act of God. In our eating together and being together and living and 

dying together, we show that we belong to God. 



5 
 

In life and in death, WE belong to God. And God gathers us together 

into a church. And church is not about what you do and what I do. This 

whole thing is ours, yours and mine together. Worshiping God, that’s 

what WE do. Teaching the Bible to children and adults, that’s what WE 

do. Minding the finances, that’s what WE do. Caring for the building, 

that’s what WE do. Looking after the sick and the lonely, that’s what 

WE do. The Community Garden is ours. The Backpack ministry is ours. 

The mission we have is ours. Not just yours or mine or that group over 

there, but ours. And it’s not just ours, as in all the members of Midway 

Presbyterian Church. It belongs to the whole entire church of Christ. As 

in the Holy Spirit is involved in this and God is involved in this and the 

whole Kingdom of God is involved in this. We are part of the body of 

Christ and the body of Christ is part of us. 

The apostle Paul says that God is at work in us. And that each of us has 

been called into the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Each of us has an important part to play. And that’s the second 

important thing about the word WE. It includes each and every one of 

us. Each of us is gifted by God and purposed by God uniquely. And we 



6 
 

are put here by God in this community. Paul says, all of us have a part to 

play. Some of you are prophets, he says, some teachers, some 

encouragers, some preachers, some healers. And your part is vitally 

important. Your strengths, your abilities, your unique way of doing 

things are what make this church what it is.  

We are the same. But we are different. And it’s OK. That’s the number 

two thing about us. We are part of the same body, but we don’t play the 

same parts. Paul writes, The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need 

of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of you.’ We all 

are different in our strengths and abilities. While I might be good at 

public speaking it might scare someone else’s pants off. Number-

crunching might be your thing, it isn’t his. You like to be spontaneous. 

But he likes to plan. You see the things that need to get done. But she is 

a dreamer who spins out all kinds of ideas. You see the big picture. But 

he likes the details. None of us are the same. You aren’t going to be like 

me. And I’m not going to be like you. But that’s the beauty of the 

church. We are in this together, called by God to do something bigger 

than any of us. And what really matters is how we treat one another, 
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how we honor and respect one another. It’s more important now than 

ever in world that is becoming more and more polarized. Where people 

avoid those who are different, more and more. Where clubs and 

community groups are on the decline. People don’t belong to things 

anymore. But we can show them what it’s like. We can show them how 

much it means to belong to God. 

In life and in death WE belong to God. You belong. I belong. We belong 

to something much bigger than ourselves. And that’s the third thing 

about the word, WE. It doesn’t just include those of us in this room in 

this church. It includes everyone who has gone before us. And it 

includes everyone who will come after us. It includes the very first 

Christians in the very beginning and it includes the very last ones who 

will witness the second coming of Jesus at the very end. The church is 

much bigger than us. And we aren’t in this alone. We are not alone. We 

are never alone. We are surrounded by a family that stretches from here 

to eternity. And we belong to it. All of us in this little church. WE 

belong to God. We belong to the great work of love that God is doing in 

the universe. And even though we are small, we have a part to play. And 
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we can’t do it without you. Or you. Or you. Or you. Or me. The greatest 

cathedral is made of millions of little bricks. Whoever we are. Wherever 

we are. However we are. We have our part to play in the redemption of 

the world. We have our part. We are not alone. In life and in death, WE 

Belong to God.  


