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January 17, 2016 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11     BELIEVE 

 

Today we hear in our scripture reading that the disciples believed in 

Jesus. And all it took was a lot of wine at a wedding. Now it’s not 

because they consumed all that wine. That’s not why they believed in 

Jesus. They believed because there was suddenly a lot of wine at the 

wedding when moments before there had been no more wine. The wine 

had run out. The families of the bride and groom hadn’t brought enough. 

They hadn’t prepared well enough for their guests. The wine had run 

out. And that meant the party was over. And everyone would leave. No 

more wine, no more joyful celebration. But Jesus steps in. He saves the 

day. He has the servants fill up the jars with water and suddenly there is 

the wine. And not just a little wine. A lot of wine. Nearly 180 gallons of 

wine. And it’s not just mediocre wine, but really, really good wine. And 

so the party is on again. The celebration of life returns full force because 

of Jesus.  And so, the gospel of John says, the disciples believed. 

The disciples believed because at the wedding they saw what Jesus did. 

They saw him do something amazing. They saw how he took a mediocre 
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gathering of people who were supposed to be celebrating, who had made 

mediocre preparations, with mediocre beverages and not much of that, 

and he transformed it into an abundant celebration. And when the 

disciples saw this, when they experienced it, they believed in him. 

It says the disciples believed. But what does it mean to believe? When 

we say we believe, we usually mean that we believe in a set of thoughts 

or ideas. We believe in democracy. We believe in education. We believe 

in carefully worded statements and creeds, written down and spelled out. 

When we believe, we are saying yes, we agree these pointes. We believe 

in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; we believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son; we believe in the Holy Spirit. Yes. We 

agree. That is what we believe. 

That is one way to believe. But it’s not exactly how the disciples believe 

today. When they believe in Jesus at the wedding at Cana, they aren’t 

agreeing with a church doctrine. Or committing to a certain theology. 

They believe because of what Jesus has done and what he might do in 

the future. Because of what Jesus did, they have faith that he might do 

something more. He just took a bad situation and made it better. He took 
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a hopeless sad wedding party with no wine and turned it into a 

celebration of epic proportions. And if he could do that, if he could take 

water and turn it into the best wine, imagine what he could do with 

them; imagine what he could do with the world.   

The disciples believed because they saw for themselves what God could 

do in Jesus Christ. And many of us believe because of what we have 

seen; because of what we have experienced. Because of an amazing, 

inexplicable encounter with the holy wonder of God. We have had an 

experience. And we believe that many people before us have had 

experiences like that. We believe those stories are here in the Bible. And 

we read them and discuss them and try to understand them. We try to 

make sense of this God we have encountered with our creeds and 

doctrines and statements of faith. We try to put into words what we 

know, what we feel, what we understand about that God we have met.  

Maybe you have had an experience of Jesus.  Maybe you can put it into 

words, maybe you can’t. But you believe. You believe that there is 

something special about Jesus. There is something amazing that takes 

place when you gather with others in his name. When you work in the 
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Community Garden and it feels like you are doing more than just 

weeding, you are cultivating grace in this community. When you get 

together for prayer or study or yoga and it feels like you are doing 

something more than talking or thinking or stretching. When we all 

share worship and a meal with folks from St Matthew AME and it feels 

like something more than it is, something bigger than us, something 

abundant and joyful, like a celebration of gallons and gallons of good, 

good wine. 

The disciples believed because they had seen. But Mary, Mary was a 

different story. In our gospel lesson today, she shows us there is another 

way to believe. Now it doesn’t say that Mary believed in Jesus. But, 

come on, it doesn’t really have to. We can know she believed in her son. 

We know she believed because when she saw situation at the wedding 

and that the wine had run out and the celebration was about to end too 

soon and too disappointingly, she told Jesus to do something about it. 

Now, you don’t tell someone to do something unless you believe they 

can. You don’t tell others to do what Jesus says, unless you believe it 

will work. Unless you believe something can happen. Mary believed in 
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Jesus before any miracles. Without knowing or seeing. She believed 

Jesus could do something. 

Now, it’s possible Mary knew what Jesus could do. She was his mother 

after all. Maybe she had a hunch about her son. We don’t know. The 

gospel of John doesn’t tell us. There are no angel visits to Mary or 

miraculous conceptions or Bethlehem birth stories in John’s gospel. It 

doesn’t seem like Mary had any experiences that would make her 

believe. Not like the disciples who saw what Jesus could do and then 

believed. Mary believed because, well, she believed.  

Maybe your belief has been a little bit more like that. Maybe you 

haven’t had a big experience with Jesus. Maybe you haven’t seen 

anything miraculous or had any visions. Maybe you just have a hunch. 

Maybe you have a feeling that Jesus can do something. You don’t know 

for sure. You don’t have proof, really. All you have is this belief, this 

faith that something really good might happen if you just do what he 

says. Maybe you believe we should love one another. Or turn the other 

cheek. Or give food to the hungry or visit those who are sick. Or 

welcome the stranger. Maybe you believe you should do that because 
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that’s what Jesus tells us to do. And so you believe it’s important to 

teach our kids what Jesus says. You offer hospitality. You give your 

tithes and offerings. You study God’s word. You pray for healing and 

peace. Because you believe that if you do what Jesus says, Jesus can do 

something. In this world that has run out of wine, that has run out of 

celebration, that has run out of joy and hope and grace. You believe and 

like Mary you are daring enough to say to Jesus: Do something Jesus. 

Do something because we believe you can. 

We believe that God will do something. We hang all our hope on our 

loving Creator. We hang all our hope on Jesus, who loved us enough to 

give his life for us. We hang all our hope on the Spirit that is at work in 

us, each of us with our unique gifts and abilities.  Doing something in us 

for the common good. God has us here for a reason. We believe that. 

And that if the wedding at Cana is any indication, it will be a wondrous 

thing. And it will be abundant. And it will be grace upon grace, gallons 

and gallons of wine for the celebration of life. Believe. Have faith. Hang 

all of your hope on this belief that Jesus can do something and will do 
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something with each and every one of us. And that the joyful feast of the 

kingdom of God has begun. 


