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January 13, 2019 

Galatians 3:27-29 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22   Clothed in Christ 

 

What we wear says something about us. It tells the world who we are 

and what we expect we will be doing. If we expect that we will be 

getting dirty, we have on our play clothes. If we expect that it will rain, 

we wear a weather proof jacket. If we are expecting to go to a party, we 

wear something nice and maybe even a little bit sparkly. What we wear 

says something about us and what we expect to be doing. 

That’s what the apostle Paul is telling us today; that what we wear says 

something about us. And because we are baptized, we now wear Christ. 

We have taken his life and put it on like a garment. Our old way of 

dressing up has been set aside. We are now covered in a new kind of 

grace. Thanks to Jesus, our mistakes are covered. Our flaws and failures 

are covered. We are dressed now, not for ourselves and not for the 

world. But for the Kingdom of God. We are outfitted now not for the 

work that we hope to do, but for the work that Jesus hopes to do. We 

have put on Christ. 
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Paul says: All you who have been baptized, you are wearing Jesus. You 

have clothed yourselves with Christ; you have put him on like a robe. 

That’s what the Greek word ‘enduo’ means here. And it means that you 

are not just getting dressed, it means you are getting dressed up. You are 

putting on something fancy, like your wedding clothes. Or getting into 

your suit and tie. Or donning the royal robes of a king. It’s putting on 

clothes that you ‘put on’ for a reason. Paul says our baptism is like that. 

We put on something very special. We slide our arms in and pull it over 

our heads. We fasten it around us just so and smooth it out and check 

ourselves in the mirror. Because we have on Christ and all the goodness 

and the grace that belongs to him. 

In our baptism, we have put on Jesus. And this clothing we now wear 

says something about us. I want us to think about it, first of all, as 

putting on something that is very handsome or beautiful. A garment that 

is the very best, something stunning, something precious. Something our 

moms would not want us to get all dirty or to leave in the back of the car 

with the gum wrappers and old McDonald’s fries or to stuff into the 

back of the closet where it will get forgotten. This is a robe of grace and 
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mercy. Of forgiveness and peace. It is divine love that God gives to each 

of us. And it makes each of us beautiful. And, it is free--but it is not 

cheap. It is given to us at a cost, the cost of Jesus’ life. This is the very 

best of Christ, and we should treat it that way. Do you know how 

beautiful you are? And how precious you are? And how much God 

wants you to wear this robe? You are worthy of grace. You are worthy 

of love. Remind yourself of that every day, that you are baptized and 

dressed in the robes of a king. 

In our baptism, we are clothed with Christ and his goodness. We are 

dressed in his very best. But this garment isn’t just a fancy pants outfit. I 

want us to think about our baptism as a uniform too. Because it gives us 

all the same job. It makes us part of the same team. All of us, when we 

are baptized, we become one in Christ. And it means we are in Christ 

together. Together we share Christ’s mission. It doesn’t matter what we 

look like on the outside. In Christ, there is no longer Jew or Greek, slave 

or free, male or female. We are all clothed in Christ, on the same Jesus-

team with the same Jesus-work in front of us. 
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Think about the people you know who wear uniforms. Police officers, 

fire fighters, doctors, nurses, maintenance folks, restaurant servers, 

cashiers, hotel and store employees. They wear uniforms so others can 

identify them. If there is an accident, we know the ones in police 

uniforms will protect us and direct traffic. If we are looking for 

something in the store, we know the ones in the Home Depot shirts will 

help us. If the heater at our house is broken, and the person in the repair 

coveralls is at our front door, then hurray, we are saved! Uniforms 

identify people. What people wear, tells us what kind of job they do.  

When we put on Christ, we put on a uniform. We become the ones 

representing Christ in the world. We go where he would go. We say 

what he would say. We treat others how he would treat others. We aren’t 

acting on behalf of ourselves anymore. Our uniform is Jesus. And we are 

acting on behalf of our boss. And that is what people will expect when 

they see us. 

When I was first ordained as a minister, I felt different for the first 

month or so. I felt this heavy sense of responsibility. I knew I had a job 

to do as a minister and boy, was I going to do it. In my first week as a 
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pastor, I was driving to work and I saw a school crossing guard. It was a 

cold day and immediately, I thought, it’s my job now to help him. So I 

drove to a coffee shop and bought him some hot chocolate and came 

back and delivered it to him, and I said, here, “Here, this is for you. It’s a 

cold day to be outside.” He looked surprised and confused. But he 

smiled and said thank you. And I thought. Yes! I am being a minister! 

But what about me had really changed? Did I have any more Jesus 

credentials? No, not really. It was the same uniform I had had on since I 

was baptized. Only now I knew it was my job to act with kindness and 

compassion. But it had been my job all along. Ever since I claimed the 

waters of new life for myself. When each of us is baptized, we put on the 

uniform of Jesus. And we are invited to get to work. To do the job of 

loving the world by serving at soup kitchens and delivering Meals on 

Wheels and caring for foster kids and visiting those who are sick and 

helping our neighbors and speaking up for the least and the last. Each of 

us has on the uniform of Jesus. And the second we are baptized we are 

on his team, working for his purposes. Marci, Bill and John, today you 

become ruling elders and leaders of the church. Your job is to help us be 
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on Jesus’ team and show us how to wear Jesus in the world. How can we 

be Christ in our community? And how can we do it together? Because 

we are one in Christ. It doesn’t matter if we are new or old, male or 

female, black, brown, or white, up or down, in or out. It doesn’t matter. 

We are all on the same team, like athletes with the same team jersey. We 

pray together. We struggle together. We rejoice together. We build up 

our fellowship together. Together, we remind one another of who we are 

and what we are striving for. Maybe we should get one of those 

inspirational signs and put it above the exit doors, so like a team we can 

bang out hands on it as we go out for the second half.  Live the faith! 

Live the love! I’m open to suggestions.  

We are on the same team together. We are on the same team as other 

Christians. We are on the same team as anyone who has been baptized 

into Christ. Anyone who believes that God is made known in Jesus and 

in his unbelievable, boundary-breaking love. That God’s upside-down 

inside-out kingdom is at hand. That God has not given up on this world. 

And anyone who feels called to be part of this team and part of this 

mission, come on! We will take you! We will train you. We will help 
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you learn the disciplines. We will get into the game with you. Just put on 

the uniform. Put on Christ. Clothe yourself in him and be part of this 

with us. 

In baptism, we have put on the same uniform and we are on the same 

team. We have put on the same beautiful robes of righteousness that cost 

Jesus so much. And last of all, I want us to think about baptism as our 

clothing of protection, like body armor. Because we need it. The world 

can be a tough place, right? It can be tough out there. It’s not easy to 

hope. It’s not easy to have faith. It’s not easy to always be at our best 

and live with the love Jesus. And we spend a lot of time worrying about 

it. We spend a lot of time letting the hurt get to us. We spend a lot of 

time trying to protect ourselves and make sure that we are ok. Will we 

really be ok? 

Our baptism is armor that protects us. It shields our hearts and our minds 

and our spirits. It deflects the fear that keeps us from love. It resists the 

anger that would dissolve our faith. It makes sure that the criticisms of 

the world bounce right off. The judgments of others, the false stories and 

the rumors that we aren’t good enough and we haven’t got it right, they 
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bounce right off because Jesus has us covered. We don’t worry about the 

future. Jesus has us covered. We don’t worry about failure. Jesus has us 

covered. We don’t worry about what others think. Jesus has us covered. 

Our baptism is our armor. 

When astronauts go out on a spacewalk, they have to wear something 

like armor. They wear a special suit that protects them. It protects them 

from all the dangerous space radiation. It protects them from subzero 

temperatures. It protects them from microscopic space debris that’s 

flying around in the vacuum of space. Without this special space suit, 

the astronauts would not last long. In the same way, when we put on 

Christ in our baptism, we put on a special garment that protects us. It 

shields us. It armors us with all Christ-like graces. Because without it, 

we wouldn’t last very long.  When we are not strong, Jesus is strong. 

When we are not able, Jesus is able. When we are not great, Jesus is 

great. We are not out there exposed and on our own. We are clothed in 

Christ and he surrounds us and protects us. We are his and he is ours. 

And nothing can separate us from him, not even death. God has declared 
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in our baptism. “You are my child, my beloved. With you I am well-

pleased.” 

As many of us as were baptized into Christ, we have clothed ourselves 

with Christ. We wear the majestic robes of his grace. We are on the 

same team and we each wear the same uniform of his mission. And we 

wear the body armor of his protection. Knowing that no matter what, his 

grace and his mercy are ours. In our baptism, we have put it on forever. 

May the garment of Christ that we are wearing always say something 

about us. To the glory of God. 

 

 

Galatians 3:27-29 

27As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is 

no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for 

all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, "I baptize you 

with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire." 

21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was 

praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a 

dove. And a voice came from heaven, "You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased." 


