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January 1, 2017 

Matthew 2:1-12   Star Sunday 

 

The magi came from the East. They came following a star. Lead by an 

idea, a thought, a hope. Seeking whatever it was that it would reveal. 

And when they started out they thought they knew where they were 

going. They thought they would find a new king. And according to the 

stars that king was born in Judea. So the magi set out thinking that they 

would find a royal baby in Jerusalem, but when they arrive in Jerusalem 

the king asks What Baby? And an awkward silence follows. 

 

Sometimes we think we are headed one way with one goal in mind, 

when it turns out that it God is leading us somewhere else entirely. 

Maybe you found that to be true this year. 

  

For the year 2016, I was thinking about the word TRUTH. It was the 

word I got on STAR SUNDAY last year. And at first, I thought, 

TRUTH, well that’s no problem. It just means that I should live the truth 

and tell the truth whenever I can. And you know what? The world needs 
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more truth in it and I am probably the one that needs to speak that truth. 

So here’s the truth, everyone. Let me tell you what I really think. 

But I found out that what I thought was the truth, didn’t always turn out 

to be so. My opinions, my presumptions, my feelings might be true to 

me, but they aren’t always the TRUTH as God knows it or sees it. They 

aren’t the truth of the big picture or God’s great work of creation and re-

creation. And the more I thought about TRUTH and what the world 

needed to hear, the more I ended up with truth about myself. Others 

were misguided, but so was I. Others were arrogantly holding to their 

positions, but so was I. Others were just ignorant of the facts, but so was 

I sometimes. The horrible truth is that truth isn’t just about being right. 

What is Truth? That’s what Pontius Pilate asks Jesus. WHAT IS 

TRUTH? As Jesus stands before him in his courtroom. Accused of 

blasphemy and sedition, Jesus had been judged and convicted. Jesus tells 

Pilate: “I came into the world to testify to the truth. Everyone who 

belongs to the truth, listens to my voice.” Pilate responds: WHAT IS 

TRUTH? The truth is right there and Pilate can’t see it or understand it. 

And truthfully, I am often just like him. 
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The truth is Jesus. It is revealed in a manger and on a cross. And 

truthfully, we don’t always get it. We don’t always know or love God, 

but God knows and loves us.  God loves us, you and me, and that 

irritating person over there and that crank we can’t stand. And every 

day, we must live with THAT truth. The truth of God’s grace. The truth 

that is Jesus. 

 

So that is what I learned this year. What did you learn? What was your 

word and how did it influence or affect your life? If you’d like to share, I 

invite you to do so now. 


