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January 11, 2014 

Acts 19:1-7 

Mark 1:4-11   “Did you receive the Holy Spirit…?” 

 

 “I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” John the Baptist’s words are full of promise and yet they might 

also sound a bit threatening us. “I have baptized you with water,” John 

says. “I have merely given you a bath, doused you liberally with the 

water of this river. And it is a great start. It means you are repenting. 

You are starting over. You are fresh and ready for a new life. You have a 

clean slate with God. I have baptized you with water. But there’s more 

baptism to come. By someone besides me. He is coming and he is more 

powerful than I. And I am not even worthy to untie his shoe. I have 

baptized you with water, but HE will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

One who is more powerful is coming. And our first watery baptism will 

be followed by a fiery one in the Holy Spirit. The One coming will 

baptize us and anoint us and submerge us in the very Spirit of God. The 

Ruach it is called in Hebrew, God’s breath, God’s divine, creative, life-

giving energy. And the One who is to come will immerse us in it. It 

sounds good, on the hand. It sounds promising, but also maybe also a bit 
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intrusive. A bit strange. A bit too spiritual. Baptized in the Holy Spirit? 

Are we sure that’s necessary? Are we sure it’s legal for Presbyterians? 

Are we sure it is decent and orderly? We might not be sure about it and 

we might have some questions, like, what will this Holy Spirit baptism 

involve? What will it do to us? Will it change us? And if we don’t like it, 

is there any way to remove it?” We might have concerns about Holy 

Spirit baptism and whoever it is that is more powerful than us-- that 

might OVERpower us with it. We have questions. 

Of course we do. And it’s OK to have questions. But we should know 

that the One who is coming, Jesus, is coming with the Holy Spirit. And 

he will baptize us with it. And if we are to be his church, then the Holy 

Spirit is not optional. We will need to be baptized with it. Because 

without it, without the Spirit of God, we are spiritless. Without the Spirit 

of life, we are lifeless. Without the power of the One more powerful than 

we are, we are powerless. And at this font, where we baptize with water, 

we anticipate the Spirit. We are inviting it in. We are flagging it down. 

“Hey, Holy Spirit, over here. Anoint us. Inspire us. Come down and 

dwell in us. We are ready and available to be yours.” 
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Now some might say that our baptism is simply about the water. It’s 

about babies and christening gowns and parents and cameras flashing. 

And so it might seem. But we, in the church, know about. We do not 

take it lightly. We know the power involved here. And it’s not just any 

old power. It’s the power of One greater than ourselves. The power that 

makes us more than a bunch of individuals. It makes this community 

into God’s Holy Kingdom on earth. Our scriptures today tell us that 

that’s what God wants to do in our baptism. And the Spirit is vital for 

that. It gives us the power to do three important things: to HEAR God’s 

voice, to SEE God at work, and to SPEAK God’s truth in the world. 

The first thing that the Holy Spirit give us the power to do is to HEAR 

God’s voice. And that’s what happens at Jesus’ baptism. No sooner does 

John the Baptist tell the crowds about the coming of the One who is 

more powerful, then Jesus appears. And a split second later, Jesus is 

being baptized by John in the Jordan River. And as Jesus comes up out 

of the water, the heavens are ripped apart and the Spirit descends upon 

Jesus like a dove. And we hear a voice from heaven saying, “You are 

my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 
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The Spirit gives the power to hear God’s voice. If you are like me, then 

maybe you’ve wondered what the voice of God sounds like. Maybe you 

too have wondered if you should hear it or if you can hear it or that’s 

just the crazy voice inside your head. Well, now we know what the voice 

of God sounds like. It sounds like a father telling his son that he loves 

him and that he is proud of him. That’s what God sounds like. And I 

believe that that’s what God has always sounded like. That God’s voice 

is a voice that says God loves you and me and him and her and that guy 

over there. And when we seek God and try to do what God desires, then 

God is insanely proud of us. At our baptism, God speaks and says, you 

are my son, my daughter, I love you. I’m proud of you. The Spirit allows 

us to hear that voice and that’s the voice we should be always be 

listening to. That’s the voice that we, as the church, should amplifying 

into the world. That God so loves the world. And each person is valuable 

and precious and worthy of that love. That we are sons and daughters of 

the King and we have a holy purpose. How many of us need to hear that 

voice? How many around us are longing to hear it too? The Holy Spirit 

gives us the power to hear that voice. 
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The second thing the Holy Spirit enables us to do is to SEE God at work. 

Now that doesn’t mean seeing supernatural things like angels and 

otherworldly vision. It’s more about seeing God in this world. Because 

God is very much here. Often in the most common and unremarkable of 

places. And the world tends not to see God, but by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, we do. When we are baptized in the Spirit, when we are 

immersed in love and grace of God, it changes our vision. We start 

seeing miracles all around us. We see God at work when a coworker 

shares a lunch. When the homeless are brought in from the cold. When a 

family welcomes a foster child. When a son rubs lotion into the hands of 

his aging mother. When a neighbor shows up on our porch with a cake, 

for no reason, other than grace. The Holy Spirit gives us the power to 

see the holiness in them. We become witnesses to God at work all 

around us. There is a Biblical reason for this. Remember in our scripture 

lesson today during Jesus’ baptism, the heavens are torn open. They are 

literally ripped apart. The Greek word used here is not a word meaning 

some gentle parting of the clouds. No, it’s like the football team bursting 

through the banner at homecoming. That barrier that has stood between 
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God and humanity has been broken open and the divine realm has come 

rushing in. What has kept us separated no longer exists. God has 

invaded. And the Holy Spirit has descended upon us. Like a dove. Not 

like a heavenly army of angels. Not like a cloud of poison gas or a 

neutron bomb. Or a great flood of water that will cleanse the earth of 

wickedness. The Spirit descends like a dove. Like the dove from Noah’s 

ark that brings back the olive branch. Signaling God’s wrath is no more 

and the destruction is over. The Spirit descends like a dove upon us. 

Because in Jesus, we see that God so loves the world. And by the power 

of the Holy Spirit, we see God breaking in, a light in the darkness, a 

child in a manger, a cross on a hill. God is at work, everywhere in 

everything, bringing grace and new life. 

The third thing that the Holy Spirit enables us to do is to SPEAK God’s 

truth. That’s what happens in our reading today from the book of Acts. 

Paul comes upon some believers in Ephesus and asks them if they 

received the Holy Spirit. It seems he expected that those who were 

baptized in the name of Jesus would receive it. But these Ephesians have 

not. He comes to find out that the Ephesians have not even HEARD of 
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the Holy Spirit. They had only been baptized with water, with the 

baptism of repentance that John proclaimed. And I wonder sometimes if 

we aren’t a little bit like the Ephesians. That we only expect to be 

baptized with water. All we expect at church is a little repentance. A 

little self-improvement. And little washing away of sin to have a 

personal relationship with Jesus. But Paul tells us and the Ephesians that 

baptism is more than that. To be baptized in the church is to be baptize 

in the name of the Lord Jesus. Which is to be baptized by the Holy Spirit 

into God’s mission. It’s no longer just personal. We are not baptized just 

with water, but with God’s Spirit, that makes us into the body of Christ 

given for the world, because God so loves the world.  

And so when the Ephesians are baptized in the name of Jesus and the 

Holy Spirit comes upon them, they begin to speak. They speak in 

tongues and prophesy. I’d say that this is where the Bible loses us for a 

second.  I’m not sure many of us want to speak in tongues or prophesy. 

It’s not what we are used to on a Sunday morning. But perhaps what the 

Holy Spirit might do is give us the power to speak in another language. 

To verbalize someone else’s world view. Perhaps the Holy Spirit will 
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gives us the ability to understand the misunderstood and the 

misinterpreted and the marginalized. I think the Spirit intends to give us 

the power to speak so that others can hear the good news of God’s love 

for the world. So the question for our church is, which of those without a 

voice has God put in our path? Whose language might God be giving us 

the power to speak?  

The Holy Spirit gives us the power to speak. To speak truthfully and 

honestly. And that’s what prophecy is. It’s not necessarily predicting the 

future. It’s speaking the truth. God’s truth, that this is not all there is. 

And money is not all there is. And the world does not revolve around us. 

And no, we cannot do with creation as we please. And one people or 

nation is not worth more than another to God. The Holy Spirit gives us 

power to speak the truth. And more and more that’s what the world 

needs to hear from the church. We can’t quietly go about our faith 

anymore. The world needs to hear the truth of God’s self-giving love 

and how we are created to embody it. It needs to hear us speaking up for 

our neighbors. And our enemies. And this creation God that has given us 

to care for. The world needs to know the truth. That God so loves the 
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world and that it matters to God and that God’s Kingdom has come 

among us. 

For one more powerful than you or I has come. And he baptizes us not 

just with water, but with the Holy Spirit. So that we, as the church, can 

hear God’s voice, and we can see God at work, and we can speak the 

words of God’s truth. Because we have been baptized into the life and 

death and resurrection of Jesus and we are part of God’s mission to 

reclaim creation. The Holy Spirit is upon us. The power of God. The life 

of God. And we are ready to be anointed and inspired. Come, Holy 

Spirit, dwell in us. Make us your own. Make us the people of God. 


