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February 8, 2014 

Isaiah 40:21-31 

Mark 1:29-39    Jesus Immediately 

 

Immediately. That’s how everything happens in the gospel of Mark. It 

happens at lightning speed. We hardly finish one story about Jesus when 

we are on to the next. Jesus barely concludes one miracle when he is 

doing another one. We are moved along through the life of our Savior at 

break-neck speed with no time to breathe. From one dramatic moment to 

the next. And it all happens immediately. We begin with Jesus being 

baptized in the Jordan River, then immediately, he is sent to the 

wilderness for forty days of temptation. He returns to Galilee to find his 

disciples and immediately, he collects Simon Peter, Andrew, James and 

John. From there, they go to the synagogue at Capernaum where 

immediately, a man with an unclean spirit confronts them. After Jesus 

deals with that, they go immediately to Simon Peter’s house where they 

immediately tell Jesus about Simon’s mother-in-law who is sick with a 

fever. Jesus heals her and then he heals all the people who show up at 

their door that night. The next morning, Jesus manages to take a break. 

He goes away to a deserted place for some quiet time. But soon the 
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disciples have hunted him down. Everyone is searching for him. He is 

needed urgently. The people need him. The disciples needs him. 

Everyone needs him and they need him right now.  

Everything happens immediately in Mark’s gospel. And it is thrilling 

and it is exhausting at the same time. All the hurrying around makes for 

one heck of a story. A dramatic exorcism, then a storm at sea, then a 

heart-pounding confrontation with the Pharisees. But everything is 

urgent. And everything is critical. And everything needs to happen 

immediately. Because Jesus is engaged in a decisive battle against the 

powers of darkness. And it is urgent and critical that Jesus deliver 

humanity right away. Jesus must act immediately.  

In Mark’s gospel, immediately is how Jesus lives. And it seems that 

many of us live our lives that way too. At our house, currently, there is a 

great desire for things to be done immediately. Whenever someone 

wants something, they expect it immediately. Not in a few minutes, not 

later on, not at a time that is more convenient or appropriate, but right 

now. And every request and every need is expected to have an A, 

number one priority of right-this-second. And if the expectation is not 
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met, there is a lot of foot-stomping and fussing and pouting. Of course, 

Zeb and the boys try to be patient with me when I get that way. They 

remind me that not everything needs to be done immediately. And that 

living like that, with that constant sense of urgency, that things have to 

be done immediately, it isn’t always a good thing. No, I don’t have to 

fold the laundry at this moment. Yes, there is time for another story. And 

no, not everything needs to be rushed or hurried along. Slow down, our 

life together is not a race. 

And yet, so often, that is how it feels. It feels like everything in our lives 

needs to happen immediately. The pressure is on to get things done right 

now. First, this thing, then the next, then the next. From one thing on to 

another. And there is no time to pause or slow down. Or relax or enjoy. 

And if there is, then we must be doing something wrong. We need to go 

to this meeting and then go to the next. Do this project then immediately 

do another one. Be a kid then immediately grow up and be an adult. 

Take a job in one town then immediately get transferred to another. Get 

to know someone then immediately become intimate with them. Start a 

business and immediately make a big profit. Go to church then 
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immediately have all the spiritual answers. There’s nothing slow or 

steady or patient about anything. Life must be done immediately and at 

top speed. And we are so trained by the world in this; we are so 

accustomed to it, that we have come to expect it. With fast drive-thrus, 

and quick grocery check-out lanes. And when things don’t move along 

with lightning speed, we get annoyed. I don’t know about you, but 

sometimes, I get irritated if I have to wait anywhere. It’s poor customer 

service. It’s an affront to my dignity. It’s an invitation for me to take my 

business somewhere else. Don’t they know I have places to go and 

things to do? Don’t they know how urgent things are in life? 

The gospel of Mark seems to be of no help here. With that word 

‘immediately’ repeated over and over again. Today’s reading is certainly 

to us no help at all. We are already arriving at Simon Peter’s house at 

top speed from the synagogue. And right away, we find his mother-in-

law is sick in bed with a fever. And immediately Jesus heals her. And 

the next thing we know, she is up and out of bed and serving these men 

that her son-in-law brought home. Just like that. No rest or recover or 

take it all in. Now, I don’t know about you, but if I were Simon Peter’s 
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mother-in-law, I wouldn’t want to recover immediately. When I’ve been 

sick, I want to lay in bed. I want to play hooky from all my 

responsibilities. I want to eat ice cream and read the funnies and take 

long naps. When I’m sick, I have permission to not live that immediate 

rush-rush-rush life. So it’s hard for me not to frown at this passage and 

all its urgency. Though I have to remind myself that I am reading it from 

the twenty-first century. Where having a fever isn’t a big deal. Where I 

have all kinds of nice antibiotics. And doctors and 24-hour pharmacies 

that can get me feeling better immediately. I have to remember that back 

then, that wasn’t the case. And a fever was a big deal. It was serious and 

life-threatening. And we know that’s true because the disciples tell Jesus 

immediately about it. Perhaps because they were that worried about her, 

and because perhaps he may have been her only hope for survival. She 

needs healing immediately. And wants important, it that immediately, 

Jesus responds. Because this kind of thing is serious for Jesus too. So, he 

does not delay. He does not make her wait because there is someone 

more important to help. He takes this unnamed woman by her hand and 
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lifts her up and makes her well again. Well enough to return to normal 

life immediately. 

So I have to slow down here when I read this gospel. Because this isn’t 

art imitating life. It isn’t about us living urgently and immediately and 

being just like Jesus. It’s not about us doing things more quickly. Or 

being more productive. It’s not about the church acting with more speed 

to get more people in the door. This story is about God in Jesus Christ 

being with us immediately. It’s about God’s desire to give us life right 

now. Not later. Not at another time that is more convenient or suitable. 

But now. And we see it in this story as the people come to find Jesus. 

They come at sundown when the Sabbath is over. And the timing here is 

important. It’s important that Mark mentions that it is the Sabbath 

because during the Sabbath, the people have followed Jewish law and 

they have rested, they have waited. But at the end of the Sabbath, they 

come to find Jesus because they are through waiting. They are through 

being in that holding pattern. They are through with living anxious, 

fearful lives. They need God. And they need God right away to heal 
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them and free them from their demons. They need God to get to work. 

So when they come, Jesus is ready to do God’s work immediately. 

The gospel says, Jesus responds to all the people who come to him that 

night. And after that exhausting night, early the next morning, he goes 

out to a deserted place to pray. After all that work, Jesus needs some 

time away to separate himself from the immediate push of the world. He 

needs a place with no phones and no email and no TV and no 

distractions. He needs to step away from the hurry-up, hurry-up 

franticness of life, and reconnect with the God who is not frantic and 

who does not hurry, hurry, hurry just to get things done. That’s another 

lesson I take from this passage. There are things in this world that need 

immediate attention. But so does my relationship with God, in all its 

patient, enduring, un-immediate-ness. When Jesus’ life is running at 

break-neck speed, especially when it’s running at break-neck speed, it is 

necessary for him to go sit in non-urgent stillness with God. And maybe 

that should be so for us too. 

But I am reminded that isn’t all about me, so let’s get back to Jesus. 

Jesus’ quiet time alone with God doesn’t last long. Soon, the disciples 
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have hunted him down. They come out to search for him because 

everyone is searching for him. Everyone is trying to find him. The word 

has spread like a wildfire about what he can do. And everyone is 

searching for him. Because everyone needs him and everyone wants to 

have their life restored immediately. 

They are all searching for Jesus. They all have a critical need for him. 

Because here is the one who has authority over sickness. Here is the one 

who has authority over evil spirits. Here is the one who has the power to 

give life and hope. Who proclaims to us that this is what happens when 

God is at work. This is what happens when God is in charge. People are 

made well and lifted up and set free from diseases and demons. And so, 

everyone is searching for Jesus.  And as I think about all those people, I 

wonder how often I do the same. And that’s another lesson I take from 

this scripture. When I am sick at heart or possessed by a fearful spirit, 

why don’t I search for Jesus right away? When I know that Jesus can 

offer healing, why don’t I look for him immediately? When I know that 

he can lift me up and make me well, why don’t I go hunt Jesus down? Is 

it because I don’t want to bother him? Is it because I think I can handle 
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things myself? Or that someone else needs Jesus’ healing and love more 

than I do? That somehow if I get some, there won’t be enough to go 

around? 

Everyone is looking for Jesus, in Mark’s gospel. The world is searching 

for him because it is sick and tired of being sick and tired. And the good 

news, is that Jesus does not hide from us. He does not shut himself away 

from us. He goes out into the world, to be found. That’s the final lesson I 

take from this scripture. That Jesus goes out into the world so people can 

find him because he says, that’s why he has come. He has come to show 

the world that God is with them. That as near as the powers of sickness 

and death may be, God is nearer still. God is with us, among us, beside 

us, present and immediate. And God doesn’t get tired. As it says in 

Isaiah, God does not faint or grow weary. God’s transforming grace is 

there, always there, with us. 

This gospel has good news for us today. That God does not need us to be 

anxious. Nor does God need us to put more hurry-up hysteria in our life 

of faith. The good news of Jesus Christ is that we are of immediate 

importance to God. And it’s God immediate desire is to be with us and 
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to heal us and to lift us up. God’s urgent goal is for creation to be whole 

again. That we may know life abundant. Not life bound to the haste and 

hustle of getting things done efficiently or by whatever means necessary. 

Life is not one thing after another. Life is not a series of frantic events 

that happen to us. Life is not a race. The life God created us to have is 

life full of peace and joy and wholeness and love and being loved and 

knowing that God wants those things for us immediately. Not later. Not 

in a few years. Not at a time that is more convenient or suitable. But 

now. Right now and with lightning speed. You, yes, you are worth that 

much to God. God needs you to know that God is right there with you, 

right now.  As close as the air you breathe and the sunlight on your face. 

As close and immediate as a touch of comfort or a whisper of faith. If 

we only look, we will find God, who loves us and longs for us and 

desires life for us. For all of us. For all of creation. And that is what 

Jesus has come to do. To show us God’s love and desire for abundant 

life. And immediately couldn’t be soon enough. 


