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February 22, 2105 

1 Peter 3:18-22 

Genesis 9:8-17   That’s a Promise! 

 

“You promised!” A little voice reminded me at supper time. “You 

promised! You promised you’d read the book!” I had only just sat down 

in my seat. I hadn’t even picked up my fork. And the book was coming 

my way in a very determined fashion. Yes, yes, I had promised. I had 

promised I would read the book with the stories about the kitties and the 

magic show and the hopping kangaroos. I had promised we would look 

at the ‘seek and find’ puzzle and the picture with the silly things like 

ducks in hats and goldfish driving cars. “You promised!” Yes, I had. 

And I reminded myself as I set my supper aside and picked up the book 

that promises are important. Especially since your want your kids to 

believe in your promises. And you only get so many chances to keep 

them. And when you keep them, your kids will trust you. And according 

to all the parenting books, it’s important that they trust you. It is 

essential for your relationship. It is essential for love. So bring on the 

book with the stories about kitties and kangaroos. Read it, I shall. 
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Today is the first Sunday of Lent. And we are setting out on a journey 

toward Jerusalem. We are headed to the cross of Good Friday and the 

resurrection of Easter Sunday. It is a difficult journey, but one that God 

promises will bring us new life. God promises this journey will bring 

hope and salvation to all of creation. And when God makes a promise, 

we can trust that God will keep it. We have a whole book here of God’s 

promises, a long history of covenants that God has made with us. Trust 

me, God says, over and over. Trust me. I created life and I will always 

be creating life. Abundant life, ever-lasting life. Trust me. I promise it 

will be so.  

This book is full of God’s promises, covenants with our Biblical 

ancestors. And during Lent we will be meditating on some of the 

biggies. God’s promise to Noah, God’s promise to Abraham, God’s 

promises at Mt Sinai and in the wilderness, God’s promises through the 

prophets. And God’s promise in Jesus Christ at the Last Supper and on 

Good Friday and on Easter Sunday. They are promises that build one 

upon another. They build our relationship with God and with each other. 
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They build that trust that is so essential. Because without trust, there 

isn’t a relationship. There isn’t love. 

Today we begin with God’s promise to Noah. This story is practically at 

the beginning of the Bible. Humans have only been around for ten 

generations. And in those ten generations, humans have managed to 

mess up just about everything that can be messed up. In Genesis 6 it 

says, “the Lord saw that the wickedness of humankind was great in the 

earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of their hearts was only 

evil continually. And the Lord was sorry that he had made humankind 

on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart… Now the earth was corrupt 

in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.” 

This is God’s good creation gone bad. It has been corrupted. It is filled 

with evil and violence. It is not at all what God had in mind for creation. 

This is not at all what God had promised God’s self that things would be 

like. Humans aren’t what God created them to be. They are cruel and 

brutal. They are ruining and ravaging and polluting creation with Malice 

and Greed and Hatred. And there is violence. So much Violence. And 

God’s heart is broken. God is sorry that God ever created us. 
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God mourns the disfigured world. God is sorry. And I wonder about that 

sorrow. I wonder at God seeing creation unfolding in the beginning and 

being so hopeful and then being so disappointed. In the beginning, in the 

Garden of Eden, it began with such promise. God gave Adam and Eve, 

everything they needed. God only asked that they not to eat from the tree 

in the center of the garden. We promise, they said. There was 

understanding between humans and God. There was a relationship. 

There was trust. Then enter the serpent.  Enter deception and desire. 

Enter lies. Enter mistrust. And exit humanity from the Garden. 

But, it only gets worse. Once out of the garden, Cain, the first child of 

Adam and Eve, kills his brother, Abel. This is just the second generation 

of human beings. And already, there is violence and murder and 

betrayal. And it goes downhill from there. Humanity fills God’s 

beautiful creation with violence. And God’s heart is broken and so is the 

relationship with God. God had hoped that we would bring joy to life, 

but instead we brought destruction. And God is sorry God created us. 

Once violence enters creation, it is hard to get rid of. Once violence is 

done, it’s hard to undo. It reminds me of the kids I worked with at an 
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afterschool program in Northern Ireland. They were from a rough part of 

Belfast. They lived hard lives with few resources. The kids were 

surrounded by violent words and violent actions. And policemen with 

machine guns and armored trucks. They were tough and mean. In a 

world where only the toughest and the meanest survived. These kids 

were all between the ages of 8 and 12. And they would lie and steal and 

threaten their way through everything. I remember one day a boy named 

Eddie came in with a huge gash across his scalp. What happened?, I 

asked him. “My brother got after me with a knife because I touched his 

stuff.” And that’s how life was for them. It was full of anger and 

mistrust and violence. And the violence was passed on from one 

generation to the next. 

It’s like a stone, dropped into a pool. Violence ripples outward. It affects 

everything in its path. It undoes all of the precious, fragile hope within 

us. Once we have been hurt, it is hard not to hurt others. The story of 

Noah is first of all about our violence. The ancient violence of the past. 

And the violence that is still part of us. The wounds we bear that have 

made us angry and mistrustful. The hurt we have inflicted with 
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insensitive words or thoughtless actions. The story of Noah is a good 

place for us to begin the season of Lent. To think about where we have 

gone wrong. Where we as human beings have been part of the violence 

that damages God’s creation. 

In the story of Noah, God can no longer bear our violence. God’s sorrow 

is so great that God cannot stand the thought of one more generation 

ruined by evil and corruption. So God decides to erase life and start over 

again. Enter Noah and his family. Enter a huge boat. Enter animals who 

come two by two. Enter 40 days and nights of rain. Enter all the flood 

waters of the heavens. And exit every living thing on the face of the 

earth: human beings and animals and creeping things and birds of the 

air. The Bible says they are all blotted out. Except Noah and those with 

him in the ark. 

God is sorry. And God’s sorrow over humanity’s violence, leads to 

God’s violence. It leads to the end. The end of hope and love. And I find 

it hard to trust a God that would do that. I just watched the movie Noah 

that came out recently starring Russell Crowe. Noah was a bit too much 

like the Gladiator for my taste. But, the movie presented good questions: 
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How could God do something like this? What about the innocent 

people? What about those on the ark? Why should anyone survive if 

God had no hope? Why try to start again?  

Now get ready for some Bible history. The flood story was a story that 

every ancient culture knew. And the dominant cultures of Mesopotamia 

and Egypt and Babylon all had their version. It was a story about the 

gods who dislike humanity, who are irritated with humanity and what a 

nuisance humanity is. The gods tried to destroy us once. They could do 

so again. So appease the gods with your sacrifices and offerings. 

With gods like that, there is no trust. There is no relationship. There is 

only fear. And the story of Noah makes the point that that is not what 

our God wants. This is not the god that God our God is. 

So, after the flood, after the waters recede and the earth comes back to 

life, God makes a promise. God promises Noah and every living creature 

that God will never do that again. Never again will God flood the earth. 

Never again will God destroy every living creature. Even though God 

now knows what we humans are like, God will never again respond to 

our violence with violence. That option is now permanently off the table. 
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And God puts a rainbow in the sky as a reminder. The word for rainbow 

in Hebrew is literally war bow. This is God putting God’s weapons 

down forever.  

Our God is not like the gods of Mesopotamia or the predominant gods of 

culture. Our God will not repay violence with violence. Our God will 

not bring more death in order to stop death. Our God brings life. And 

wants to restore us. Even if we are a bit rotten and a bit selfish and a bit 

violent. God has promised not give up on us. Because God wants a 

relationship with us. And God knows you can’t have a relationship if 

you think the other person might wipe you out in a fit of frustration with 

a flood or a fiery inferno or meteors from outer space. 

In Noah’s story, God promises to be a God of life. God will not destroy 

us. And God will not leave us to destroy ourselves. God will not leave us 

to drown in the flood of evil and death and darkness that we have 

created. In 1 Peter, it says that God’s answer to that is in Jesus Christ. 

Who overcomes our violence without being violent. God in Christ wades 

into our broken world. He receives all our evil on the cross. He is 

submerged in the flood of our worst cruelty and violence. And he keeps 



9 
 

God’s promise. He keeps God’s promise not to destroy us. He repays 

death with life, unrighteousness with righteousness. And, by his death 

and resurrection, he becomes the Ark that saves us from our own 

destructive flood so we can start again with God. 

God promises us life. And look out now, because in Christ we have 

become part of the promise. In Christ, we have become part of God’s 

promise all the way back then. To Noah and to all living things that 

creation will not be destroyed again. Listen. God makes that promise to 

all flesh. All living things. So how are we called to keep that promise? 

How do we keep the promise that there will be no more violence? How 

do we keep the promise to all peoples and all nations and all plants and 

animals and birds and fish and all living things in all creation that the 

earth will not be destroyed again? 

God has made a promise that we are part of now. Trust me, God says. 

Creation is good and I care deeply for it. Trust me. I want life for you. 

Trust me. In Christ, I will make all things new. Without violence or 

threats. Without ever giving up hope again. That’s a promise! 


