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February 2, 2014 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Micah 6:6-8    What’s required now? 

 

You might think that since this is Confirmation Sunday that you Drew, 

Zachary, and Nathan are all done with Confirmation. After all, you have 

done what is required of you. You have attended your classes and 

written your statement of faith. You have done your mission project and 

you went through that death-defying experience of being examined by 

the Session. Yes, I know it was terrifying, but you did it. And just now, 

you stood up in front of the congregation and made your confession of 

faith in Jesus Christ. And after this, our clerk John Davis will enter into 

our official records that you have been confirmed and received into the 

membership of Midway Presbyterian Church. (whew) Mission 

accomplished. Requirements completed. All done.  Right? Wrong. Yeah, 

sorry, but you aren’t done. And this day isn’t the end of anything. In 

fact, we, as your church family, we are hoping that this day is just the 

beginning of something. The beginning of a whole lifetime for you and 

God. A whole lifetime of being in mission to the world around you. A 

whole lifetime of knowing that you and me and all of us together belong 
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to God, in life and in death. Because when it comes to faith, it will take a 

lifetime to get the hang of it. Oh, you aren’t anywhere close to being 

done with this. None of us are, in fact. Everyone here is still hard at 

work trying to faithfully do what is required of us. 

So, now that you’re done with Confirmation requirements, I’m going to 

tell you what’s required of you now. Actually, the prophet Micah is 

going to tell you. He has three requirements for those who want to 

commit their lives to God. Who want to do more than just talk the talk, 

they want to walk the walk. Three things are required of you. Required 

as in necessary. Required as in essential. Required, as in, who cares 

about anything else that you do with your life as long as you these 

things. Ready? Here they are: Do justice, love kindness, and walk 

humbly with God. 

Not bad, right? They sound pretty simple, generally speaking. All this is 

required of you is to be fair. Be kind. Be polite. Justice, kindness, 

humility. We got it. No problem. God could have asked for a lot more. 

In fact, God has asked for a lot more from people in the Bible. God 

asked Abraham to move to a new country. God asked Moses to go 
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confront the great and powerful Pharoah and free the Israelites from 

slavery. And Jesus asked the disciples to drop their nets and quit their 

jobs and follow him. God has asked people for a lot more.  

So what does God require from you now? What does God want from 

you? You might live with the feeling that God is perpetually 

disappointed with you, that you just don’t measure up to God’s 

standards. Do you ever get that feeling? Do you ever wonder how you 

can you live your life to make God happy? The people of Israel were 

asking this question. Because according to the prophet Micah, God was 

not happy with them. Admittedly, they had screwed up. They had drifted 

away from God. Gotten mixed up in some cults. Let all those stories 

about how God had delivered them from Egypt gather cobwebs in the 

corner. And God was upset. And God wanted the people back. But they 

don’t know what God wants. They don’t know what will make God 

happy. What does God require of them? Burnt offerings? Animal 

sacrifices? Day after day after day of making offerings at the temple? 

What does God require? Everything we have? All our time, all our 
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money? The lives of our very own children? Is that what you want God? 

Do you require me to sacrifice my kids? 

Israel has a little bit of a drama queen thing going on there. Just in case 

you couldn’t tell. They are going way overboard in the hopes that God 

will back down. It’s the old routine of ‘well, since my cooking isn’t 

good enough I’ll just go lay down in the street.’ Of course, that’s not 

what God requires. You know that’s not want God wants, Micah says. 

God has told you. God has told you, O mortal, what is good. To do 

Justice, to love Kindness, to walk humbly with God. And if you treated 

God as more than just a leftover thought, you’d remember that. If you 

gave some serious time to this relationship with your Creator who loves 

you, you’d know that. If you weren’t so busy with your Promised Land 

and all your prosperity, you’d remember God says to notice those who 

don’t have it so good. Those who have fallen through the cracks. The 

orphan and the widow. The poor and the oppressed. If you took the time, 

you’d notice how spiritually drained you are and how lost you fell. And 

how you long for life to be about so much more. This requires more 

from you. To be God’s people requires more. 
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Being God’s people requires more than letting the world take all our 

attention. It requires more than putting the blinders on and going through 

life as if we are in a cattle shoot. It requires that we live as if we belong 

somewhere else to someone else. And we do what we do because God 

says it’s what we require. It’s what we need. To do justice, love 

kindness, walk humbly with God. It’s required. As in ‘a child requires its 

mother’s love’ or ‘a garden requires rain and sun’. We are required to do 

justice and love kindness and walk humbly because if we don’t, we can’t 

be who God means us to be. 

So what is required now? First, do justice. The word justice is mishpat in 

Hebrew. And mishpat justice isn’t equal to courtroom justice. It’s not 

about rewarding good and punishing evil. Doing justice in the Hebrew 

sense is about making sure everyone has what they need. The prophets 

in the Bible, including Micah, all claim that doing justice means seeking 

a just society. Which means a just economy. And just pay for laborers. 

And just treatment for the invisible and the voiceless and the powerless. 

And this is where it gets scary. Because doing justice means noticing 
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what is not just. It means noticing those who do not have what they 

need. And fixing it. 

It wasn’t too long ago in England that kids of about twelve years of age 

were sent off to work in the coal mines. It was a miserable life, but it is 

what was expected of boys of a certain social class. During the industrial 

revolution, it was the most some of these poor boys could hope for. 

Churches would often bring Christmas presents to the boys where they 

worked far away from home. And churches might even provide a turkey 

to their families at holiday time. And of course, churches would pray for 

those boys in the mines. But it was the churches who worked to end 

child labor laws that did justice. Justice means more than charity. It 

means working to change the system that oppresses the vulnerable and 

the weak and unprotected. Justice is working for the physically 

handicapped, the mentally disabled, the widowed, the foster kid, the 

stranger, the immigrant, the sick, the weak in whatever way we can, so 

they can have what they need. So they can have the dignity and respect 

that a child of God deserves. 
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Second, we are required to Love Kindness. Because it’s not enough to 

what is good. We are to do what is kind. Kindness is something that is 

distinctly lacking in the world today. Kindness, mercy, patience, grace. I 

imagine it was the same in Micah’s time too. But God says there is 

nothing more important than for us to be kind. There’s this story told 

about theology students at Harvard who were preparing for the ministry. 

They were taking their final examination on moral philosophy. The 

students had two hours to write with a ten minute break in the middle. 

They all wrote furiously for fifty five minutes. Then the bell rang; and 

they all took a break and went out into the hallway. And there was a man 

in worn clothes, crumpled on the floor, seemingly passed out. The 

students were busy talking, getting a drink of water, visiting the 

restroom. They hardly seemed to notice as they returned to the 

classroom to finish up their test on how to be a moral human being. 

Weeks later, the students received their test results: they had all failed. 

The test hadn’t been the exam they had been writing on for two hours in 

the classroom. The professor had been standing out in the hallway 
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during the ten minute break and was watching who approached the 

crumpled man on the floor to show some kindness. And no one did. 

We are required to LOVE kindness. To love it more than efficiency. 

More than profit. More than popularity. More than accomplishment. We 

are to LOVE being kind. More than judging others or criticizing others. 

We are to love Kindness. Practice kindness. Offer kindness. Be 

Kindness in the world. That’s the foolishness that Paul is talking about. 

The foolishness of the cross. The foolishness of God to offer us such 

mercy and to treat us with such lovingkindness. We are required to 

LOVE Kindness. More than being right. More than getting things done. 

We are to love kindness like it’s all we know how to do. 

Third, walk humbly with God. When we walk, we notice things. My 

family likes to walk around town when the weather is nice. My boys 

notice things. Like trucks. And the decorations on people’s houses. We 

notice big piles of snow and little drainage areas that look like teeny 

rivers. We notice broken-down houses. Over-grown yards. When you 

walk, you notice things. On Wednesdays, there is a group that walks 

around our block here. Ellen and Sally and whoever wants to just take 
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their time and walk. We talk and pray. And we take notice of life 

together. When we walk, we don’t run. We don’t hurry. And when we 

walk with God, we try to do the same thing. We notice life with God. 

We don’t try to hurry ahead. We don’t allow ourselves to ignore things 

or avoid things. We walk with awareness and openness. Knowing we 

have a lot to learn. Knowing that we are trying to walk this walk with 

God. And that we want to notice life like God does. 

When I was a Young Adult volunteer in Northern Ireland, I remember 

that during our first week, we got settled into our new city. And at the 

end of the week, we were all to come out to our supervisor’s house for 

supper. And we had to figure out on our own how to get there. We had 

to look at the maps and figure out the buses and when to transfer from 

one line to another. And when we got out there, he asked us about the 

neighborhoods we had seen along the way. If we’d seen that sectarian 

mural or noticed the police blockade. Of course, we hadn’t. We were 

trying to read bus numbers and street signs. He said, it’s OK. But while 

you’re here, I hope you’ll remember that this experience isn’t so much 
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about getting somewhere. It’s about noticing everything along the way. 

And noticing how God is in all of it. 

So, there are just three requirements left for you to complete, Drew, 

Zachary, and Nathan. Three things for you to work on for the rest of 

your life. You can even work on them with us if you want. This is what 

the Lord requires of you. To do justice, to love Kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God. May God give us all the grace and strength to do 

just that. 


