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February 10, 2019 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Luke 5:1-11    Fishing Experts 

 

When we work at something for a long time, we get to be good at it. 

When we do a job for years and years, day after day, when we practice 

something over and over, we learn how to do it, and do it well. In his 

book, Outliers, by Malcolm Gladwell, the author says that after about 

10,000 hours at anything, we become an expert. 10,000 hours; that’s 

about 10 years. Ten years of working at your professsion, your hobby, 

your basketball skills, your cake decorating abilities. Ten years and we 

are experts in the field. 

I imagine Simon was something of an expert when it came to fishing. 

Simon (also known as Peter) and his friends, James and John, they knew 

how to fish. It was their profession and they had been at it for years and 

years. For their entire lives, since they were knee-high to a grasshopper, 

they had been fishing. The trade had been passed on to them from Father 

to Son. Like most trades in that time period. Father to son, father to son, 

the expertise was handed on. The knowledge about the lake and the fish 

in it and the best times to go for that big catch. The knowledge about 
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boats and sailing and navigation and wind and weather. The knowledge 

of how to cast that net into the water and how to wait for it to settle and 

how to pull it in carefully so none of the fish would slip out. The 

knowledge of caring for the nets and cleaning the nets and repairing the 

nets and hanging the nets up, so they wouldn’t rot. The knowledge of 

handling their catch and cleaning it and getting it to market and selling it 

for the best price. Simon and James and John knew all about fishing. 

They had spent way more than 10,000 hours at it. They were experts. 

In our story today from the gospel of Luke, Simon and James and John 

are on the shores of Lake Galilee after a long night of fishing. It was a 

lousy night. They hadn’t caught anything. So they were cleaning their 

nets and listening as this new preacher Jesus was handling a crowd of 

people. The crowd was pressing in on Jesus and so Jesus asked these 

fishermen if he could please borrow a boat so the crowd wouldn’t 

squash him. Yes, of course. Simon, the fisherman is glad to help Jesus. 

Because Jesus had helped Simon. In Capernaum, Jesus had healed his 

mother-in-law when she had a dangerous fever. So Simon was glad to 

take Jesus out in his boat in order for him to teach the crowds. Because 
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Simon knew that Jesus had something to teach them. And people needed 

to hear it. They needed to hear Jesus’ message that God didn’t want 

them to be trapped anymore. God doesn’t want them to have lives 

overwhelmed by darkness and doubt. God didn’t want them drowning in 

shame or fear. Jesus’ message was that God wanted them to be free, and 

fully alive. I imagine Simon wanted to hear what Jesus had to say. Just 

like we want to hear. We need to hear Jesus’ words that he has come to 

release the captives and free the oppressed. We need to be reminded, 

don’t we? That God is here for all the people, bound up by what they 

can’t control.  Trapped by dark memories, by demons, by destructive 

powers. God wants to release people for free and abundant life. 

Jesus was announcing that good news to the crowd from Simon’s boat. 

And when he had finished teaching, he turned to Simon. And he told 

Simon it was time to go fishing. He said to Simon, “head out into the 

deep waters for a catch.” Now, Simon was an expert fisherman. And 

Jesus, not so much. So I imagine this puzzled Simon. Particularly 

because he didn’t ask Simon. He told him. Jesus didn’t ask if he’s like to 

go fishing. He didn’t ask if it was a good time of day. He didn’t ask if 
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the deep waters would be a good spot. He didn’t ask if Simon would 

mind using  the net that he already mended and washed for the day. 

Jesus didn’t ask Simon, he told Simon to go out into the deep for a catch. 

Now imagine an expert fisherman being told how to fish by an amateur. 

I imagine Simon hesitated. And I imagine we might hesitate too if 

someone with no experience told us how to do our job. Someone who 

had not done this for years and years. Someone who doesn’t know the 

tricks of the trade. We know. We are the experts. And I imagine we 

would hesitate, if not bow up a little bit. “Hey, I know what I’m doing.” 

Simon says to Jesus, now hold on. We have been fishing all night and 

we have caught nothing. Jesus, we, who have done this before, have 

already covered this ground. And there are no fish to catch. I know, 

Jesus. I am an expert. Listen to me. There’s nothing out there. 

I sense some irritation in Simon’s voice. Simon is the professional here. 

He knows how to fish and he KNOWS what will work and what won’t. 

And how often do we do the same with Jesus? Jesus, I know what I’m 

doing. And what you have told me to do, I’ve already done before. 

There is nothing to be gained. There’s no use going out to the deep water 
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again. I’ve already tried to talk to my kid. We just aren’t getting 

anywhere. I’ve already tried to patch things up with my partner. I’ve 

already tried to work with that teacher at school. I’ve already tried to 

meet my neighbor. I’ve already tried to connect with the youth and visit 

that elderly friend. I tried. But nothing happened. Nothing will happen. 

Trust me, Jesus. We don’t need to go there again. 

Maybe that’s how we feel sometimes. Maybe that’s how we feel about 

Jesus’ call to be his followers. We have been at it for a while; for, I don’t 

know, centuries. And as the church, we have passed on what we know 

from one generation to the next. We know what we are doing. We are 

experts at being his disciples. Just a week ago, I went to a pastor’s 

retreat and the speaker was the Executive Presbyter of Seattle 

Presbytery, way out on the west coast. He talked about how the First 

Presbyterian Church of Seattle was right downtown and it had over 1000 

members in the 1950s. It was vibrant and important. Big youth group, 

mission trips everywhere. They knew how to do church. They were 

experts. But by 2017, it had only 15 members. They had caught nothing 

for years. And the church had to be closed.  And I wonder how those last 
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members felt. If they were tired. Or frustrated. Or angry. That they had 

tried over and over again, doing what they knew how to do, but for 

nothing. 

Jesus tells Simon to put out into the deep water and let down his nets for 

a catch. And Simon is sure there is nothing there.  HE is the fisherman, 

not Jesus. He is the expert. But if you say so, Jesus, if YOU say so. 

Maybe Simon is being just a tiny bit sarcastic. Maybe he is humoring 

Jesus until he gets to the ‘I told you so’ moment. Which sounds like 

something I would do. I’ll go ahead and do this thing I know will fail so 

I can say, “See, Jesus, I know I’m talking about.” But Simon is about to 

learn something. We are about to learn something. That anything can 

happen when Jesus is in the boat. When Jesus is in the boat, what he 

says will happen, just might happen. 

That’s the first important point of this story. That Jesus is in the boat. 

Simon and James and John had been out on the lake all night, on their 

own, and they have caught nothing. But this time, THIS TIME, Jesus is 

there. And that’s important. Because we can have any number of 

programs, and do any number of missions, but if Jesus isn’t in them with 
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us, if he’s not in the boat with us, we will come up empty. We can make 

any number of plans and have strategic goals and train ourselves with 

every skill, but to make that catch, Jesus has got to be in that boat with 

us. And we’ve got to do what he says. If you say so, I’ll love my 

neighbor. If you say so, I’ll love my enemy. If you say so, I’ll talk to 

new people. I’ll work in the garden. I’ll deliver meals on wheels. I’ll 

teach Sunday school. I’ll give my time for our youth program because its 

right there, given to us by God. If you say so, I’ll do it, even though I’ve 

done stuff like this before. If you say so, I’ll do it, because you are with 

me. I’ll go wherever you tell me. 

And you know where Jesus is telling us to go? Into deep water. That’s 

the second point of this story. Jesus tells Simon to put out into the deep. 

Now, I’m no expert in fishing. But I hear that the deep water is where 

the big fish are. When my grandfather took me fishing, he would point 

to the dark pools on the opposite bank. The calm, heavy blue spots that 

moved a bit slower. And he’s say: ‘there, that’s where the fish are.’ And 

if I could ever cast my line out there, I’d find he was right. That’s where 

the fish were. And it wouldn’t matter what kind of bait you used; corn, 
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worms, bits of old hamburger. It didn’t matter if you go it to where the 

fish were in the deep parts. 

Head out to the deep, Jesus tells Simon. The word for deep in Greek is 

bathos. I know it sounds like our English word bath. But that comes 

from a Germanic word. The Greek word bathos means deep. It means 

it’s really, really far down. It’s a word used by philosophers and teachers 

to describe the ‘deep’, mysterious nature of the gods. They were deep 

and unknown and a little bit scary. And just beyond the bathos is the 

abuthos, where we get our word, abyss. The deepest of the deep. Where 

you find chaos. Where you find disorder. Where it’s monsters and 

darkness and confusion. It’s the world in the beginning before God put it 

in order.  

In the deep water, we are in over our heads. We are overwhelmed. And 

Jesus tells Simon, put out into the deep water. And put down your net 

into the murky waters. Put out your boat to where things get complicated 

and mysterious and everything is a risk. Move away from shore. Move 

away from the shallows. Move away from the place where you can play 

it safe. Put out into the deep water. Because that’s where I need you to 
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go. That’s where I want to make a catch. I need you, as a fisherman, to 

put down your net for a catch. Because that’s what I will need you to do 

out in the world. I need you to cast your fishing net for those drowning 

in chaos. Those in over their heads. Those treading water. Cast your net 

for me. Cast your net and pull in those trapped by loneliness and chaos. 

Those in the abyss, those in the depths, those so far from God they think 

they will never get back. I’ve come for them. I’ve come to pull them out, 

so they can have peace and hope and life. 

Jesus has come for those in the deep. Those who have gone under. Those 

who are in murky, chaotic places. He is telling us where to go out with 

him because there are so many still out there worth going into the depths 

for. Yes, we may have gone before. We may think we know it all. We 

may think we have seen it all in our expert opinion. But perhaps God can 

do something that we could never do.  And it will take two boats just to 

bring in the catch. Let’s be willing to go out to the deep and put down 

our nets. If you say so, Jesus, if you say so, we will. 


