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December 30, 2018 

Colossians 3:12-17  

Luke 2:22-32    The Song of Simeon 

 

Simeon was a devout and righteous man. It says in our reading from 

Luke that Simeon was a man who wanted to do right. A man devoted to 

God. And the Holy Spirit rested on him.  

Simeon was righteous and devout AND God’s Spirit was with him. It 

was on him, it was positioned with him. The preposition here for rested 

on in Greek  is ‘epi’ which means about or above or on or in. It’s a word 

that has to do with location and place. The Holy Spirit was ‘epi’ Simeon. 

It rested on Simeon. It was in the same spot as Simeon. It shared the 

same space as Simeon. Where Simeon was the Holy Spirit was. One 

could imagine a familiarity between the two. That they were in tune with 

each other. It says that the Holy Spirit would guide Simeon. It would 

direct him and, in our story today, it leads Simeon to the Temple to meet 

a child. It leads him to understand that this child will bring salvation to 

the world. That this child is the one that God promised to the people 

Israel and the One God promised Simeon would see before he died. This 
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was the end for Simeon and the beginning. Here was Simeon’s 

consolation from God that things would be OK when he was gone. 

Simeon had the Spirit upon him and about him and with him. And it 

guided him and consoled him. So Simeon could step back and let go. He 

could stop wondering and waiting. He could stop worrying because here 

was the One to bring light to the world. Here was the One to bring 

justice and truth. Here was the one who would take the upside-down 

broken world and turn it right side up again. Simeon knew this signaled 

the end of one thing and the beginning of another. It was the end for 

him, but the beginning for God’s Messiah. God had this now. God’s 

Messiah had arrived. God anointed One would take it from here. Simeon 

could let go. He could let it be. Because God had arrived and God would 

save them.  

If Simeon had a Star Word, it might have been RELEASE. Because in 

the end, that’s what Simeon had to do. That’s what we have to do. When 

we come to the end of things, the end of our efforts, the end of our lives, 

the end of everything. We just take a deep breath and let go. We know 

that God’s here now. We know that God has got this. We trust that God 
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has come in this small, vulnerable, improbable Christ child. And we 

believe that salvation for all has arrived. We release our old worry and 

work for something new. 

Maybe we know what it’s like to be Simeon. Maybe that word 

RELEASE could be ours. Now that the holidays are over, And we are 

done with the work and the worry of Advent. And this season is coming 

to an end. And here we are, with something new about to start. And the 

Holy Spirit is upon us, with us here in this place, telling us to look and 

see the Christ child. To meet him and know that he is born for our 

salvation, sent to keep God’s promise. He is here. Our wait is over. All 

that stuff we worried about, we don’t have to worry now. God is here. 

We don’t have to fear the future. We don’t have to wonder if things will 

be OK. They will be OK. Because our Savior is with us. God is with us 

now in our troubles; the difficulties we have with our parents or our kids 

or our job or with school. We don’t have to worry or wonder about 

what’s going to happen in our country or in our community or in our 

world. Because God’s here now. God’s got this.  
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Simeon sees the child Jesus and he sings, because he knows everything 

will be OK. And all the weight of worry can fall from his shoulders. All 

the discouragement. All the doubt. He has seen Jesus with his own eyes 

and he knows this is the end. This is the conclusion. This is the final 

chapter he has been hoping for and now he can let go. Because in the 

end, everything will be OK. It will be more than OK. Everything now is 

in God’s hands. 

This song is a song for the end. A song for our end. A song of releasing 

ourselves to God, and being at peace. And trusting and letting go 

because God’s got this. This isn’t just Simeon’s song. This is our song, 

the church’s song. A song of our trust and belief. A song for us to sing 

every day as we put everything into God’s hands. Everything. Because 

in the end, that is what we will need to do. We will need to trust God 

enough to let things end, so they can be reborn. For there to be death 

AND resurrection. One generation steps back so another can come 

forward. This is who we are as the church. Our way of devotion and 

righteousness means letting go. Letting go of our pride and our plans. It 

means letting go of our worries and wants because God’s salvation is 
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here. We trust in God’s salvation not in our own. We can put everything 

into God’s hands, just like old uncle Simeon and rest in peace. 

Simeon was able to let go and be at peace because the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. And that Spirit, the Holy Spirit is upon us too. In this place 

and in this space, the Spirit rests on us. It guides us and leads us to the 

Christ child. One way is through our Star words. My Star word for the 

year was Stillness. And that word was difficult with a young active 

family. And my brain that is always thinking and planning and worrying. 

Stillness is not natural for me. But the word, stillness, was enough 

sometimes. Remembering the word helped me remember to take time to 

do nothing but breathe and make a space for God. And that space grew 

when I went to Bible study and Sunday school and youth group. By 

making a space in stillness, I gave God some real estate within me and it 

was enough. In that place, the Spirit became more familiar and I could 

feel the Spirit nudging me. To write a note or give someone a call, to 

trust in something not yet completed. Something holy God is working on 

that is much, much bigger than me. 



6 
 

God promised Simeon that before he died, he would see God’s salvation. 

He would see God’s answer to our prayers with his own eyes. And then, 

when he saw Jesus, it was all he needed to see; all he had to see. He 

knew it was enough and his time was over. And that was probably not an 

easy thing for him to know. The end is never easy. We are afraid of the 

end. We are afraid of what we will lose. Because we will lose 

everything. But old uncle Simeon knows that everything comes to its 

end in God. The former must pass away and the new must begin. 

Simeon knows that God’s mission is bigger than him. It’s bigger than his 

congregation and the whole people Israel. It’s bigger than the Gentiles. 

And it’s big enough to include the whole world. Salvation is not about 

Simeon, it’s about God. And Simeon trusts God in the end. 

For he has seen God’s salvation and he can depart in peace. In the end, 

we all need to let go, and forgive, and release the notion that anyone or 

anything else can save us, because it is God who will save us. In the end 

and in the beginning. In death and resurrection. In our own space and 

place, may the Spirit of God rest upon us, and accomplish the work that 

is bigger than us. For the salvation of all creation. 


