
1 
 

December 29, 2013 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Matthew 2:1-12  What did you get for Christmas? 

 

What did you get for Christmas? I remember when I was a kid that was 

the question everyone asked when we got back to school. What did you 

get for Christmas? Did you get a new bike? A new jean jacket? A VHS 

video recorder? The latest Cabbage Patch doll? An Atari 2600? What 

did you get for Christmas? Did you get something awesome? Did you 

get something expensive? Did you get something that would make you 

cool for the rest of your life? What did you get for Christmas? 

When we’re kids, we really like our Christmas presents. And who are 

we kidding? When we are adults, we like them too. But those aren’t the 

only gifts we receive. God has gifts for us as well. And they don’t come 

wrapped up in packages. And you can’t find them on a shelf in a post-

Christmas sale. These gifts from God might not look like gifts or even 

feel like gifts. And they aren’t just limited to Christmas. These gifts are 

holy gifts from God that might be coming your way this year. 

First, there is the gift of encountering strangers. In Matthew’s gospel, the 

Magi were strangers. They showed up on Mary and Joseph’s doorstep 
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and they were strange indeed. They were foreign. They were Gentile. 

They were pagan. They most definitely were not from around those 

parts. Most likely Mary and Joseph would not have approached them if 

they saw them walking down the street. These were strangers. And 

strange strangers at that. But they were there because of God. They had 

been drawn all the way from the East. Through field and fountain, moor 

and mountain following yonder star. Drawn by God, by a hunch, by a 

hope they had deep in their bones. That a new king had been born. 

Surprise, Mary and Joseph. Here they are. With ridiculously extravagant 

gifts. So, how might you be on the lookout this year for strangers, drawn 

by God, who have something to offer you? 

Another gift that we see in Matthew’s gospel, is a gift that doesn’t look 

much like a gift. It is the gift of hardship. Mary and Joseph are given this 

gift, when King Herod learns from the Magi about this newborn King 

and he becomes determined to destroy him. Joseph and Mary must run 

for their lives. Now, how could adversity like that possibly be a gift? All 

the fear, the panic, the misery, the terror for the safety of your loved 

ones? But I wonder, if years later, after they had all returned home, if 
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they didn’t have deeper sense of what was important in life. A deeper 

appreciation for home and family. A deeper trust that God would be with 

them no matter what. A deeper sensitivity to the hardships of others. 

Maybe that’s what helped make Jesus who he was. Maybe that hardship 

became a gift of grace. How might your hardships become gifts? How 

might God use them to deepen your faith and the faith of others? 

Another gift that God gives us is the gift of having to go home by 

another route. In Matthew’s gospel, once the Magi have visited the 

Christ child they can’t go home by the same way that they came. They 

can’t go back through Jerusalem. They can’t go back to Herod. They 

can’t go back because they will have to report on Jesus’ whereabouts. 

The angel warns them in a dream that they cannot go back the way they 

came. They will have to go home by a different route. 

Sometimes God gives us the gift of not letting us go back the way we 

came. God won’t let us go back. No going back to the past. No going 

back to the way things were. No going back to our old lives. No going 

back to old patterns and old habits. No going back to old grudges. No 

more holding on to your old mistakes or the old mistakes of others. No 
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more retreading the same old ground over and over and over. When we 

meet the Christ child, we can’t go back the way we came. And we can’t 

make others go back either. Everything is different. Everything has 

changed. Because of Jesus, we are changed and we have to go home by 

another route. But rest assured, that new route will still lead us home. 

So what gifts might come your way this year? Strangers or struggles of 

new routes home. What opportunities and challenges will appear? And 

what would it look like to see them as gifts? Gifts from God that bring 

deeper faith, deeper love, a deeper appreciation for life. Treasures from 

God, that God is among us and that we are loved and that in Christ all of 

us are being drawn home. 


