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Luke 2:1-20 

John 1:1-5, 10-14 

 

Full of grace and truth. The Word became flesh and lived among us. Full 

of grace and truth. Full of glory as of a father’s only son. He came into 

the world. He came in the flesh. He came full in order to fill us. 

Jesus came into the world full of grace and truth. Full of life. Full of the 

light that was the light of all people. The light would shine in the 

darkness and the darkness would not overcome it. He came full and he 

came into our empty world. He came to people who were empty, who 

had empty hearts and empty spirits. He came to us, with our empty 

ambitions and empty dreams. He came full of God’s grace and truth, so 

that we might not be empty any more. So that we might be full too. So 

we might be children of God. 

Jesus came into the world full. And he asked us to receive him. To 

receive the fullness of God. That’s what the Nativity story is all about. 

And that’s what Mary did. When Gabriel showed up on her doorstep and 

asked her to bear God’s Son, all she had to do was receive. All she had 

to do was allow this impossible pregnancy and let this child gestate in 



her and grow in her. And be born through her into the world. All she had 

to do was receive Jesus and be his mother and love him as her gift from 

God.  

Receive Jesus, that’s what Joseph did too. When Mary turned up 

pregnant before their wedding day, and an angel came in a dream, and 

told him it was a child from the Holy Spirit, all Joseph had to do was 

receive. All he had to do was adopt this baby and take him and call him 

his own. All he had to do was accept this child and shelter him and 

nurture him as a son, as his gift from God. 

Receive him, that’s what the shepherds did too. On that night when the 

skies opened up in Bethlehem and angels appeared in glory announcing 

that the Savior had been born, all the shepherds had to do was receive. 

All they had to do was listen to the angels and go and find the child 

lying in the manger. And behold him, the one born for them; for 

THEM—for nobody, nothing shepherds like them. Born for them full of 

grace and truth. Born for them, that they might become children of God. 

Receive him. That’s all we have to do in this story. Receive this child 

full of grace and truth. Behold him, like the shepherds. Adopt him, like 



Joseph. Bear him, like Mary. Take him as our own. Abide with him. 

Because he is full, always full of grace and truth. Born this day, for us. 

For you. For me. He has come full so that you and I, and all who receive 

him, might be filled with grace and truth, that we might become children 

of God. Let us receive what God has given this day and treasure all these 

things in our hearts. 


