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December 24, 2018 

Luke 2:1-20 

 

Outside a little nowhere town, some nameless shepherds watch sheep, 

like they do every night.  

Humble men doing a humble job in a drab, dark field that unfolds to a 

starry sky. 

They are outside their town. Outside their community. Outside the warm 

places of welcome and sheltering. Doing the humble job that someone 

has to be done in order to keep their flock safe. 

Suddenly, in the sky in that drab dark field, a heavenly messenger 

appears and GLORY like nothing they have ever seen before shines 

around them. And who are they that this should happen to them? Who 

are they should entertain angels? They are terrified. 

“Shepherds! Shepherds! Says the angel: First of all, do not be afraid! 

I’ve got good news for you and for everyone, everywhere! The Savior 

has been born! He has been born to you this night in your little town just 

over there. Go and find him.” 
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And as if one angel weren’t enough, suddenly a whole host of angels, a 

multitude of otherworldly emanations fill the sky. Their voices echo 

around them. Glory to God in the highest Heaven! Peace on earth! 

Glory! Glory!, the angels sing. This is the Savior! This is God’s Son! In 

the flesh! He is born this night to you. 

Glory! For a baby is born. A tiny person, frail and precious, born 

trembling and blinking into the light. Entirely human. Entirely divine. A 

baby who needs love and care. In order to love and care for you. 

Glory!, the angels sing. You will find him in a manger, a feeding trough. 

A place for animals where they slobber and burp. He has arrived for you, 

for the world in a place meant for livestock, not for human beings. In 

this poor, humble place, heaven touches earth. 

Glory! Glory to God! Shepherds, you are the first to know. You! 

Humble people with humble jobs. Uncombed hair, dirty nails. 

Unimportant, overlooked outsiders. YOU get to hear this news first! 

You get to see this child first! Not emperors or priests or politicians. But 

YOU! You get to see the veil lifted between this world and the next for 

just a moment. 
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Glory! This is glory, shepherds. Do not be afraid!  

This host of angels seems like an army. It seems like a glorious invading 

force.  

But no, God is a shepherd too. God knows your humble work, your 

lonely work and that good shepherds stay with their sheep, they lay 

down their lives for their sheep.  

Do not be afraid. This is good news of great joy. And it is for all people. 

All people deserve this news. They deserve a Savior.  

Shepherds, do you know? Can you see? The baby in the manger. This is 

God’s glory. 

Glory to God in the highest heaven! 


