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December 21, 2014 

Luke 1:45-55  

Luke 1:26-38    Be Like Mary 

 

What a perfect time of year it is to be a baby. Because Christmas is all 

about a baby. A baby named Jesus whom shepherds adored and 

wisemen gave extravagant gifts to and angels burst into song about. If 

Christmas is about anything, it’s about a baby. And so it is the perfect 

time of year it is to baptize our baby, Caleb. Who puts us in the baby 

frame of mind. And reminds us of how wonderful babies are, and how 

vulnerable they are, and how they bring us such joy. Just looking at 

Caleb, we might imagine the baby Jesus. Just looking at Caleb, we might 

imagine how he is just like him. Angels surround him, and each night is 

a silent, holy night and if cattle are lowing, then no crying he would 

make. Well, maybe sometimes. 

Jesus was a baby and so is Caleb. But I don’t want to draw too close an 

association there. We don’t want you to think you are just like Jesus, 

Caleb. I mean, how much more pressure could there be for you, if you 

are just like him? How much higher could expectations get for your life? 

No, Caleb, for your sake, for our sake, let’s not go there. Instead, Caleb, 
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there is person I want you to think about today, another role model for 

you in our Christmas story. Instead of being like the baby Jesus, I want 

you to think about being like Mary. 

Mary plays a very important part in our story. She has one of the biggest 

roles in the Bible. True, we don’t talk about her much, except at 

Christmas. As if Mary spent her life on a donkey going to Bethlehem 

and then living in a stable. But Mary’s part in all this is much bigger 

than that and it is much more important for us. It begins on the day when 

the angel Gabriel shows up with a very strange proposition from God. 

That this very normal girl should be part of something very not normal. 

That this non-descript teenager from a very non-descript town called 

Nazareth should blow everyone’s mind by bearing God’s son into the 

world. And by doing so, by having this child, rumors will fly and Joseph 

will nearly divorce her and she will give birth in a barn and then become 

a refugee in Egypt. And as this child grows, he will amaze her and worry 

her and break her heart. And he will never, ever be fully hers. He will 

never fully be her own. In spite of all that, when God asks Mary to be a 
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part of the salvation of the world, she says yes. And it is that faith and 

that hope that we baptize you into today, Caleb. 

Today, we baptize you into the faithfulness of God who sends us his son. 

And we baptize you into the faithfulness of those like Mary, who say yes 

to God being at work in them. We want you Caleb, to be like Mary in 

three important ways. By knowing you have found favor with God. By 

trusting God’s way of doing things. And by bearing Christ into the world 

with your own flesh and blood.  

We want you to be like Mary, Caleb. And the first thing you should 

know is that like Mary, you have found favor with God. The angel 

Gabriel might not physically show up on your doorstep and tap you on 

the shoulder. You may not have a heavenly vision. But you will have us. 

You will have this church, reminding you of your baptism. That’s why 

we are here. To remind you that you are beloved. You are favored by 

God. You belong to God. You are destined for great things with God. 

And if you are willing, God will be at work in you. Present and active 

and alive. Lifting up the lowly, bringing down the powerful, filling the 

hungry, sending the full away empty, as Mary says. Bringing about a 
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new heaven and a new earth. And you, yes, little old you, Caleb, are part 

of this revolution, this Kingdom of God. You are favored in God’s sight, 

Caleb. God loves you and wants to transform the world with you. Just 

like Mary. 

And that means trusting God’s way of doing things. That’s the second 

way to be like Mary. Trust God. Fully, ridiculously, impossibly. Believe 

that God can do miracles. Let go of all the worry and fear about what 

might go wrong and what could go wrong. Have faith that all things 

work together for good for those who love God. And that God can work 

with whatever you’ve got. Trust God, even when it is frightening. Or 

difficult. Or counterintuitive. Trust God. That’s what Mary does. God 

asks her to have a baby and oh, by the way, he will be holy and oh, by 

the way, it won’t have anything to do with her fiancée, Joseph, and oh, 

by the way, her life will never be the same again. And Mary puts her 

faith in God that God knows what God is doing. And sure, she is 

terrified. And sure, she never imagined this would happen. And sure, she 

has more questions than answers. But Mary puts herself in God’s hands. 

“Let it be with me according to your word.” It is the response of a 
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favored one. One who knows God loves them and that God is 

trustworthy. It is the response that you and I, Caleb, will practice 

together. So that whenever God call us into the impossible work of the 

Kingdom, we will say yes. 

And third, Caleb, though it might sound strange, be like Mary and bear 

Christ in the world. Through Mary’s own body, salvation arrives. 

Through her own flesh and blood, the Word becomes flesh, and love 

becomes real and tangible. And it didn’t have to be that way. There are 

much easier ways to get things done than flesh and blood ways. God 

could have remained ethereal and faraway. God could have sent a 

prophet. A sign. A voice, an image, a supernatural event. A twelve 

volume set of theology books. But that’s not what God chose to do. And 

we as Christians are unique in believing that about God. We believe that 

God did not just stay out there. As some distant idea or thought. God 

became part of our lives. On purpose. That was God’s plan. Because of 

Jesus, we believe physical bodies are important. That in our flesh and 

blood, in the living of our lives, Christ is among us. In the experience of 

baptism and washing one another’s feet and eating and drinking at this 
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table, in water and bread and the fruit of the vine. In the service of our 

hands and feet. In loving and being loved. In joy and sorrow and hope 

and despair. In living and in dying, God is with us. In Jesus, God 

physically becomes part of all of that. But first, it took a young woman 

named Mary to be part of that with God. And like Mary, in our own 

bodies, in our own flesh and blood, we bear Christ into the world. We 

bear God’s mercy and God’s peace and God’s hope that one day what is 

broken will be mended, what is hurting will be made whole, what is dark 

will be filled with light. And the glory of the Lord will be revealed.  

So, Caleb, be like Mary. Know that you have found favor with God. Be 

like Mary. Trust in the wonderful, impossible way that God does things. 

Be like Mary. Bear Christ into a world in your own flesh and blood. Be 

like Mary, Caleb. As we all together try to be like her. Let it be with us 

according to God’s word. And let the good news of God’s love become 

real and tangible in our lives. 


