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August 7, 2016 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40    Equipped for Action 

 

I can’t imagine what it is like to pack your bags for the Olympics. For 

every athlete, I’m sure it’s different. Putting in those things in their 

luggage that they need to compete. Like their favorite running shoes. 

And their high performance clothing. Their swim cap and nose clip. 

Their fencing foil. Their shot-put. Their tape and bandages and rosin. 

Their very best ping-pong paddles. Every athlete who wants to do their 

best has to take the best equipment with them. They have their gear if 

they want to win the gold. 

Just as an athlete has to be prepared, so do we. Like an athlete who has 

to show up with the equipment they need, so we are to show up for this 

life in Christ with the equipment we need. Jesus tells us that to follow 

him, we need to be ready. We must be geared up with the right things on 

hand. We need to be dressed for action to be gold-medal Christians. The 

letter to the Hebrews tells us today that the most important things to 

bring are patience and endurance. And really, that’s it. That’s all we 
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need, to have Olympic-sized faith. Because God is prepared to give us 

everything else. Jesus says God is prepared to give us the Kingdom. 

So, let’s think about those things we need to do to be prepared. To be a 

gold-medal follower of Jesus, we have to have patience and endurance. 

Yes, yes, we say, of course. That’s what faith is all about. Faith is the 

assurance of things hoped for. The conviction of things unseen. It’s 

waiting for what we don’t yet have. It’s hoping in the good we can’t yet 

see. It’s patience. It’s endurance. Absolutely, we agree. Until we 

discover how difficult it is to be patient and to endure.  

When I was a camp counselor I thought I had seen it all. Until the week 

the scholarship girls came to camp. These girls came on scholarship 

because they were from families without much money, without much 

support, without much of anything. And I was not prepared for them. 

For their language. Or their head lice. Or their need to constantly 

challenge every single thing I said. Every rule. And every direction. It 

was: why? and how come? and THEY aren’t doing it. It was definitely 

good preparation for having children. But at the time, it was not really 

ready for how difficult it would be to be faithful with them. I expected 
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these campers would be just a little bit nice. A little bit grateful. That 

they would listen a little bit to what Jesus had to say or at least what I 

had to say. I was not ready for them pulling hair or climbing on the 

cabin roof or stealing food from the mess hall. My counselor friends 

there told me, ‘Mary, this is how it goes with these girls. This is how it 

goes. No one pays attention to them at home. No one has time for them 

at home. No one has the patience to stick with them. So just stick with 

them and you will be fine by the end of the week.’ The end of the week, 

I thought. Great. But, it turned out to be kind of true. After days of being 

together. Hiking together. Eating together. Talking together. Waiting out 

thunderstorms together. Things had changed just a little bit. They had 

calmed down ever so slightly. They listened just a tiny bit better. Some 

patience and endurance made a difference. 

The equipment we need to have when it comes to faith are patience and 

endurance. Those are the tools we must develop spiritually, the practices 

we must rehearse and carry with us. In order to mature, we have to learn 

how to wait sometimes. How to wait for good. How to wait for 

inspiration. How to wait for change. We will have to wait on others. On 
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ourselves. On God. Maybe you know what it’s like to wait. Maybe you 

are waiting right now. Waiting for results. Waiting for news from work. 

Waiting for the disease to progress. Waiting for the other shoe to drop. 

Waiting to find out if they really like you. Waiting to figure out where 

you fit in. Maybe you are waiting patiently. And maybe this waiting 

thing is the hardest thing you have ever had to do. 

And if you are sticking with it, that means you have faith. Because faith 

is about waiting. It is not about going to a certain church or believing a 

certain theology or praying a certain way. It is about enduring. It’s 

waiting and hoping in the good that hasn’t yet arrived. It’s trusting in 

God, who we believe is patiently working toward that good. The God 

who has patiently waited on us from the very beginning. Who has 

patiently endured our mistakes and our misadventures. Our childishness 

and our moodiness. Our anger and our curses and our crosses. God has 

endured everything for us. To keep the promise to always be our God, 

our Creator, our friend. 

Faith is about waiting. And we are to be prepared for that. We are to 

equip ourselves with patience. We work on our ability to endure. To 
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hold on. To hold out. To postpone despair. To not give up. To breathe. 

Just breathe. And to remember the things hoped for and the things not 

seen. Just as Abraham did. Abraham, one of the founders of our faith; 

who spent his whole life waiting on God. He trusted and hoped that God 

would eventually, some day, do what God promised and bring him to his 

own land, and give him his own family. And Sarah, who waited and 

waited for the promise of a child; who grew older and older while God 

kept saying, not yet, not yet, not yet. The story of our faith is a story of 

waiting and enduring. Through slavery. Through the wilderness. 

Through exile and diaspora. God’s people have had to wait. This story is 

a story about waiting. From Jesus’ disciples who waited to follow. To 

early churches that waited to grow. To martyrs that waited for truth. To 

Jesus himself who waited through suffering and death and three days in 

the grave, to prove God’s love for us. Faith is a story of waiting for the 

good that is yet to come. 

Patience and endurance. That’s what we need, to be dressed for action. 

That’s what we are to equip ourselves with as a church. To be the very 

best at what God made us to be; a people who insist that God isn’t 
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through with us. Not yet. That time hasn’t run out. Not yet. That all is 

not lost. Not yet. God is still God. And God works in God’s time for 

God’s purposes which we can’t yet see. Not yet. 

Patience and endurance. That’s what we need. Like the runner who runs 

the marathon. And the cyclist who has to go nearly 150 miles. And the 

swimmer who has a 6 mile distance in front of them. We have to be 

ready. We have to practice. We have to come together here to train 

because this will be hard. And we will have to work at it. Because we 

know we aren’t always hopeful or faithful. Not yet. We don’t always 

love our neighbors. Not yet. We aren’t always honest. Or joyful. Or 

generous or kind or self-controlled. Not yet. But we are determined to 

keep at it. To keep trying to be the people God wants us to be. So that if 

God showed up here like the master returning home, God would find us 

doing what God asked: offering hospitality, welcoming strangers, 

turning the other cheek, going the extra mile, enduring the hardships of 

this life for the sake of the life beyond.  

Patience and endurance; that’s what we need in order to pursue a gold-

medal faith. But Jesus tells us not to be anxious or afraid. That this isn’t 
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all up to us. That God is with us and will give us what we need. We 

come with the patience and bring our endurance, and God will give us 

the Kingdom. We just need to wait faithfully and God’s kingdom will be 

ours. Now think about this for a moment. That means we don’t have to 

create the Kingdom. We don’t have to build the kingdom. We don’t 

have to develop it or engineer it or buy it. We don’t have to fight for it or 

compete for it or worry that someone else might take it from us because 

there just isn’t enough Kingdom to go around. This is God’s kingdom. 

And Jesus says that God will give it to us. And that it is God’s GOOD 

PLEASURE to do so. 

God wants to give us the Kingdom, but often we can’t do our part. We 

can’t wait for it. We want it now. We want it ourselves. We want OUR 

OWN Kingdom. And we want it the way we want it; awesome and 

amazing. And well-endowed and well-fortified and well-established and 

eternal so that it will live on forever and ever. I think it’s tempting for us 

as the church to want to get on with our OWN kingdom. To enlarge our 

territory. To covet more members and more influence. We pursue our 

own kingdom instead of waiting on God’s kingdom. 
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Jesus reminds us that we are waiting on God’s kingdom. We are waiting 

for what is good and eternal. We are waiting with our minds not on what 

we have below, but on what we have above.  ‘Sell your possessions., 

Jesus says. Give alms. Store up treasure in heaven.’ My kingdom is not 

of this world, Jesus says. God’s kingdom is not yet here. It is beyond 

here. It is yet to come. 

Tim Suttle writes in his book ‘Shrink’, that our job as the church is not 

to be successful, but to be faithful. We aren’t here to make people happy 

now but to make them think beyond now. He writes that the story of the 

church is not about power… or expansion. It’s about patience. It’s an 

alternate story to the story the world tells about bigger and better and 

faster. It’s a story about people called to refuse the hype. To patiently 

reject quick fixes and solutions. To patiently endure ridicule from a 

culture that considers them primitive. To tell the story of Jesus who lived 

a unimportant vulnerable life with unimportant, vulnerable people. 

Whose way was the way of weakness and the way of the cross.”1 

                                                           
1 Tim Suttle, p 221 
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That’s our story. And at the end of it, God gives us a kingdom, a home, a 

place to belong forever and ever. That Kingdom is not here yet. But we 

can catch a glimpse of it. I see it when I see you welcoming foster 

children, tutoring kids at the elementary schools, delivering Meals on 

Wheels, preparing weekend backpacks, laboring all summer in the 

Community Garden, sponsoring our youth program, offering our lives 

for the life of the world. And coming to this Table together; when we 

offer each other the bread and the cup, when we say that this is God’s 

feast, in this broken body, in this blood poured out. This incomplete, not 

yet, waiting and enduring story of a God who waits and endures with us. 

So let us equip ourselves with patience and endurance. Know that as we 

wait for the Kingdom, God can’t wait to give it us. So let us make God 

proud. Let us be prepared to do our best for our Savior who waits for us 

here at this Table to give his best to us. 


