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August 4, 2019 

Colossians 3:1-11 

Luke 12:13-21    The Stuff Life Consists of 

 

Jesus, tell my brother to gimme what’s mine. Tell him to gimme what I 

deserve. Tell him to gimme my stuff. The man who came to Jesus 

wanted his share of the family inheritance. He just wanted what was fair. 

But what Jesus sees in his heart is greed. He sees a man focused on 

possessions instead of on God. So Jesus tells a story… 

Once upon a time, there was a rich man. And one year, the rich man 

took in a great big harvest from his fields. There was so much he didn’t 

have enough room for it. “What should I do?,” says the man to himself. 

“I know, I will build bigger barns. I will save it for myself so that myself 

will be all set for the future. And then I, myself, will eat and drink and 

enjoy life.” But that very night, the Lord will come, says Jesus, and 

demanded his life.  So I ask you, what about that stuff he saved for 

himself? Whose will it be?  

Jesus reminds us that stuff is not what life is about. Stuff is not what will 

not make us happy or make things right. Though the man asking for his 

inheritance thinks it will. He thinks of himself as not having enough. He 
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thinks of himself as being empty-handed. “Jesus, tell my brother to give 

me my share of the inheritance.” He wants what is his by rights and he 

believes this is a spiritual matter because he asks Jesus to step in. He 

comes to Jesus and says: “Jesus, tell my brother to gimme what is mine.” 

But I wonder how often we tell Jesus the same thing. We feel cheated. 

We feel slighted. Never mind that we have enough. We want more. We 

have the blessings of this day. We have the grace of God. We have a 

heavenly inheritance this is promised to us that no one can touch, but we 

want more. And we are willing to boss Jesus around to get it. “Jesus, tell 

my brother to gimme my share. Jesus, go get my stuff that belongs to 

me. Jesus, I wouldn’t ask if it wasn’t important. So, Jesus, stop whatever 

else you are doing and…” (hurry off hand motion)  

It’s how we think. It’s how we frame our lives. We can’t help it. Though 

Jesus has told us time and again that our possessions don’t matter. That 

our warehoused wealth won’t help us, in fact, it will hinder us on our 

journey. It doesn’t matter, we keep storing it up. I have seen a lot of big, 

new storage buildings going up in Lexington and Georgetown. Not just 

regular storage buildings for people’s stuff, but new and improved 
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storage buildings with air conditioning and 24-hour surveillance and 

space for your boat and your RV. And even cold storage for your wine. 

These are our bigger barns. Barns that we have built for our big modern-

day bumper crop of stuff. I’m the same way, with my garage full of 

stuff, and my attic full of stuff and my bookshelves so full of things that 

when I get a new bookshelf, I need another one almost immediately. 

And I think, Jesus you don’t know what it’s like. You don’t know what 

it’s like to live this life. You didn’t have a family to take care of. You 

didn’t have a house full of heirlooms connecting you to loved ones. 

But take care, Jesus reminds us. Your life does not consist of 

possessions. Be on guard against all kinds of greed. Greed keeps you 

from having faith. Greed keeps you from having hope. Greed keeps you 

from being generous, because you never feel like you have enough. In 

Greek, the word for greed is PLEON-ex-EE-A. The two root words here 

are pleon and exo which mean ‘more’ and ‘have’. Having more is 

literally what greed means. It is a state of being, an attitude, a chronic 

condition in which you always have to have more. You always covet and 

envy. You always long to possess. What you have isn’t enough. Your 
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heart is a black hole that always need more. It promises that this next 

thing will fill it. This next thing will satisfy. But it never does. 

Greed promises us that when we have this one more thing, we will be 

able to enjoy. We will relax. We will have everything under control. We 

will be able to stop acquiring things. And it’s the greatest lie in the 

world. Because we can never HAVE enough. We can never possess. 

Greed gives us a case of ‘have-more-itis’. That’s why when Jesus tells 

his parable today, he talks about a rich man. A man who already has 

enough. But his ‘have-more-itis’ has taken over. He is already rich and 

all he can think about is how to keep his great big harvest that he doesn’t 

really need for himself. The only person he consults about this situation 

is himself. He does not talk to friends or family or neighbors. He doesn’t 

even talk to God. He talks to himself. He says: “I will do this. I will 

build larger barns. I will store MY grain and MY goods. And I will say 

to MY soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods now: Enjoy. Relax.’” But it’s 

a lie. Because the rich man has had ample goods all along. So where 

does his greed get him? Nowhere, Jesus says. In his death, what will he 
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have? Nothing. All the things he kept for himself, WHOSE will they be? 

Not his any longer. 

Greed tells us we don’t have enough. And we would be happy if we had 

more. If we had more property. If we had more money. If we had more 

seniority in our job. If we had more church members. If we had more 

likes on facebook. If we had more attention from the world. If we had 

more walls, more guns, more laws. If we could acquire it all, we could 

store it all up and things would finally be OK. We would be able to 

enjoy life. But Jesus says that that is not life. The secret to having life in 

him is not saving our lives. It’s about losing them. It is not about storing 

up our riches. It’s about giving them away. Just as God gives heaven to 

us in Jesus. All that eternal life, God does not keep it to God’s self. Life 

is not a possession. It’s a gift. 

The other day I was talking with a neighbor caring for two of her aging 

aunts. She said, years ago, one aunt bought a house and remodeled it just 

the way she wanted it and filled it with all of her antique furniture. She 

lived in it for a month, and then she had a stroke. And she had to move 

in with her sister. She never had a chance to enjoy it. Now my neighbor 
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has to figure out what do with all her stuff. Whose would all of it be 

now? In the end, this house full of stuff was just a house full of stuff. 

Be on guard against all kinds of greed, Jesus say. ALL kinds. ALL the 

‘have-more-itis’ that makes us grasp and grab and hoard. It will not 

ensure our future. It won’t ensure fulfilling work. It won’t give us a 

happy marriage. It won’t give us the best childhood of our kids. It won’t 

protect us from disease. It won’t protect us from drugs or gun violence. 

It won’t keep us from being lonely. Because things are not what life 

consist of. Love is what life consists of. Faith and hope and trust in 

something bigger than ourselves. Between God and us and one another. 

Be on guard against greed, says Jesus. And don’t set your mind on 

things below, says the apostle Paul. Set your mind on things that are 

above. For you have died. You have surrendered that life of have-more-

itis. In your baptism, your life stopped being for you alone. It became a 

life hidden with Christ in God. A life is founded on grace and the 

abundance of Jesus. And you can’t possess it, because it possesses you. 

The Spirit of Jesus holds you and protects you and saves you. You don’t 

need to save yourself.  You don’t have to be the rich man all on his own. 
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You don’t have to fret about storing up enough so you can relax and 

enjoy. You can do that right now. Right now, you can eat and drink and 

be merry. Without building bigger barns or hoarding all the harvest. You 

have enough right now. Here at the table there is plenty. Here there is 

abundant life! 

Your life is hidden with Christ in God. Nothing can change that. So 

every day, we must guard against greed. We must recognize its fear and 

its worry and give it a hug, and replace it with hope. Every day, we need 

to name our ‘have-more-itis’ and replace it with thanksgiving and trust. 

So today, I want you think about the bigger barns you might be building. 

And how you have permission to stop.  The word for greed in Greek, the 

word that means having more, it’s the same word the apostle Paul warns 

the Colossians about. That need to have more-- to possess others, to 

possess things-- Paul says, put it to death. Let go of the need to have 

power with your anger, wrath, malice, and abusive language. Let go of 

that need to prove yourself right. Stop building bigger barns for that. 

Stop creating bigger storage spaces for anger and jealousy and ‘have-

more-itis’ in your heart. 
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You have died to that kind of life. Let it go. Because when we are gone, 

whose will those earthly things be? The question isn’t hypothetical. It’s 

a real question for us. What if all the things we have collected get passed 

on? What if our generosity could make a difference? The things we have 

prepared, what if we could decide whose they will be? Every day, I 

think, God gives us ways to share our treasures. To be part of the giving 

and receiving of the Kingdom. By supporting the weekend backpacks. 

Working in the Garden. Volunteering at school. Having dinner with a 

neighbor. Welcoming a stranger in your community. Dying to that bent-

in-on-itself existence, and rising with Christ to a new life, focused not on 

the things that are below, but the things that are above. 

I have heard about a group called Grannies Respond. Actually, my mom 

told me about it. It’s a national group that works to reunite the families 

of immigrants and refugees. She is part of the Grannies Overground 

Railroad in Louisville. They go down to the Greyhound bus stop and 

meet immigrants who are making their way to family members or host 

families in other cities where they wait for their day in court. The 

Grannies brings snacks and water and shoelaces and blankets. She has 
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described exhausted children. Terrified mothers. Human beings looking 

for hope and a place to call home. And we could be like that rich man, 

storing our stuff in bigger and bigger barns. What do you think, self? 

Whose will our things be, if we have died and our lives are hidden with 

Christ in God?  

We find our lives when we lose them. When we die to me and mine and 

more, we will be fully alive in Christ. We won’t need bigger barns. 

There won’t be room in heaven for our stuff anyway. All we need is at 

this table and it is more than enough. 


