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August 21, 2016 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Luke 13:10-17    The Prophecy of Youth 

 

Owen Reed Denton, today is your special day. Right now, you might not 

know it. But today we are doing something very important. We are 

baptizing you and blessing you and anointing you, and naming you as 

one of God’s own. Today, that’s what we are doing, but really, Owen, 

really, God has already done it. God has already named you and claimed 

you. Because God made you, Owen. God made you for a reason and 

God already has a purpose for you. 

Now I know what you are thinking, Owen. I know you are thinking, oh 

come on. I am just a baby. I’m just little old me. How could God have a 

purpose for me? I am just a boy. And you know what, Owen? That’s 

exactly what the prophet Jeremiah told God when God said there was a 

special plan for him. God said, I made you, Jeremiah and I made you for 

a reason. And you know what Jeremiah said, Owen? Jeremiah said, oh 

come on, God. You couldn’t possibly use me. I’m just little old me. I am 

just a boy. I’m just… I’m just… I’m just…  Even us big people, Owen, 

we say that too. “I’m just me. I can’t do much for God. I am just a 
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farmer. I am just a teacher. I am just a button pusher. A paperwork 

jockey. A cook. A kid taxi. I am just me. I don’t have much to offer.” 

But God made us. And God made you, Owen. God made you for a 

reason. 

You might be just a boy, Owen, but you have a special job. And I want 

you to remember these three things as you grow. Remember them, 

Owen. First, that God made you to see the truth. Second, to speak the 

truth. And third, to live the truth. And to help us, as your church, to live 

it too. 

First, Owen, God made you to see the truth. God made you to live a life 

that is true and honest and vulnerable just like Jesus did. Jesus saw the 

truth about our broken world. He saw the truth about the messy messed-

up people in it. And we will want to protect you from that brokenness 

for a while, Owen. We will want to protect you from all that is hurtful 

and horrible and wrong. Because honestly, there is a lot that is wrong. 

From people trapped in poverty, to people trapped in addiction. To 

people trapped by violence. And trapped in situations where they feel 

unloved and insignificant. The world is full of hurt and it is full of 
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hurting people. And we will want to protect you from that, but we will 

also want you to see the truth. That things are broken, but that God is 

still with us. That God is still here in this messy world, still with us, 

never giving up; still spreading hope and joy like dandelion seeds. And 

calling us to do the same. Calling us to be in the messy broken world, 

sharing God’s love, never giving up. 

Sometimes, Owen, we will need you to remind us of that. Sometimes us 

big people forget. We get hardened by the hardness of the world. We get 

scared and we want to protect ourselves and protect God. And 

sometimes we will need you to remind us of the truth, that God loves 

this broken world with an unprotected heart. My kids challenge me see 

that. We like to take walks. I bet you do too, Owen. Every time we walk 

past trash, we have to pick it up. Every time we see a worm, we have to 

help it into the grass. Every time we see a spider we have to stop and see 

its web. They remind me that this world is full of good things, and that 

creation is special and that God wants us to look after it. We will need 

you to remind us of that, Owen. That God made us to take care of this 

place. To be good stewards of creation. To be advocates for it. And not 
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just for our sake but for your sake. And for your children and your 

children’s children. For everyone’s sake. For God’s sake. 

Owen, you were made by God to see the truth, first of all. And second, 

you were made to speak the truth. Just like Jeremiah, Owen, you were 

made to speak up for what’s right. Jeremiah’s job was to be a prophet. 

To speak to the rulers of Israel and tell them that things weren’t as they 

should be. Things weren’t the way God wanted them to be. They were 

not acting like a community faithfully committed to God. They were a 

community of individuals committed to themselves. Their lives were 

about me, me, me and getting and having and acquiring. And stepping 

over to the poor and the weak to do so. Life for them was comfortable 

and secure and they wanted to keep it comfortable and secure. But you, 

Owen, you were made for a different kind of life. Just like us. You have 

been baptized into a community where God asks us not to look out for 

ourselves, but for the least and the last. Where God regularly comforts 

the afflicted and afflicts the comfortable. 

And we will need you to speak that truth, Owen. We will need you to 

speak the truth of God’s upside-down, inside-out Kingdom. Because 
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sometimes, we will need to hear it. Jesus’ community needed to hear it. 

One Sabbath day, Jesus was at the synagogue (it was like being at 

church). And everyone knew the Sabbath rules. And they knew you 

were supposed to behave on the Sabbath and sit quietly, and not ruffle 

any feathers, and let the sick be sick and the poor be poor and the 

comfortable be comfortable. But Jesus couldn’t do that on that particular 

Sabbath. He saw a woman in the synagogue who was suffering, bent 

over and crippled by a spirit for 18 years. And Jesus knew that was not 

the life God made for her. He knew that was not what God wanted for 

her. So, he touched her and he healed her. And she was set free from her 

chronic pain and her spiritual bondage. And it was supposed to be totally 

amazing! But guess what the good religious folks said, Owen? Guess 

what they said. Maybe, hurray? Maybe, good job, Jesus? No, that’s not 

what they said. They said, “Boo.’ They said, ‘Tsk. Tsk.”. They said, 

“That’s not how things are done, Jesus. You should know better, Jesus. 

We don’t touch women, Jesus. We don’t heal on the Sabbath, Jesus. 

That’s not how things are done.” And you know what Jesus did, Owen? 

He spoke up. He said, You, religious folks, you don’t get it. You have 
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forgotten the good news God has given you. You have forgotten that 

God liberates people and set them free from injustice and releases them 

from hardship. You religious folks have forgotten who God is and who 

you are. 

Sometimes we will need to be reminded, Owen. We will need you to 

speak up. To help us remember God’s freedom. To speak up and tell the 

world that God liberates people from evil and darkness. From corruption 

and greed. From our fear of what people will say or what people will 

think. And will we be enough? Will we have enough? God made us to 

be free. To take a deep breath and exhale. To not let work or schedules 

or activities run our lives. But to let God run our lives. To take that 

Sabbath day, that day of rest, and let God be in control for a change. 

And to speak up for others who don’t have that right. To speak up and 

say, God made us to be free. To have life and have it abundantly. Speak 

up, Owen. Speak up for who God is and who we are because of it.  

You were made by God, Owen. To see the truth. To speak the truth. And 

last of all, to live the truth. And living the truth, Owen, that’s going to be 

hard. Believe us, it’s hard. We’ve been trying to do it most of our lives 
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and we still haven’t gotten it right. So guess what? We will need your 

help. We will need you and all the young people to help us live the truth. 

Because you were made by God for this reason. You are the future 

people of God and the future leaders of our church. And we want to live 

into that future with you, even if it means that everything as we know it 

will change. 

For the prophet Jeremiah, living into the future meant big changes. And 

hard choices. It meant a world where the same old, same old would be 

swept away. It meant invasion by foreign armies, the fall of Jerusalem, 

the loss of homes and communities. It would be the end of life as they 

knew it.  

Jeremiah knew that the big changes we going to happen. But the people 

of Israel did not want to see it. They did not want to hear it. They got 

tired of Jeremiah and his blah blah blah-ing about the coming 

destruction. And they were mean to him and they tried to get rid of him 

and they threw him in prison and even put him down a well. Because 

they didn’t want to believe that things would change. They wanted to 

believe that things would always stay the same. And if Jeremiah would 
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just be quiet and shush, then everything would be alright. But in spite 

their shushing, the world as they knew it crumbled. Life as they knew it 

ended. All of it ended. But it was not the end. Even though they lost 

everything, they had not lost God. Jeremiah told them that there would 

be loss and death, but there would also be new life. And that’s the good 

news. We believe there is new life in spite of death. 

Jeremiah had to live that truth. He had to live God’s message that there 

would be change. There would be plucking up and pulling apart and 

taking everything down to the studs and starting over again. An end and 

then a beginning. Jeremiah had to live that and so do we. And that’s why 

we need your help, Owen. We need you to help us live that truth that 

things will change. That there will be pulling down and plucking up and 

cutting back. And then building and planting something new. Never 

mind that you might get shushed, Owen. Because the world will try to 

shush you if you have new ideas. It will try to shush you if you have a 

new vision. It will try to shush you, if you say you don’t believe the way 

things are is the way they have to be. The people who are comfortable 
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always tries to shush those who live as if things could be different, as if 

there is something greater, something bigger, something more to life. 

In the Community Garden we live out the truth of plucking up and 

planting. We pull up weeds. We pluck up and clear out old plants that 

have died. We tear up and remove what has served its purpose. And then 

we plant new things. We sow new seeds. Owen, we will need you to 

help us with this in the church. To live out this cycle of death and 

resurrection and not be afraid of it. To see what God is changing, where 

we have become too comfortable, or which programs are no longer 

useful, or what traditions are no longer spirit-filled. We need you, Owen, 

to help us live our faith. To make sure we really are being who we are 

supposed to be, a community faithful to God, loving our neighbors as 

ourselves, welcoming strangers, caring for creation, taking the risk to be 

with broken people, giving our lives for the life of the world. Because 

that’s what Jesus did.  That’s what God made him to do. That’s what 

God made us to do. To live as if the last are first and the least are the 

greatest and the end is only the beginning. You were made for this, 

Owen, just as we are, to live the Kingdom of God. 
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Owen, you are not just a boy. You are a child of God. Made by God. 

Blessed by God. Anointed by God to see the truth and speak the truth 

and live the truth. And to help us as we do the same. Amen. 


