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August 11, 2013 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

Luke 12:32-40   It’s God’s Good Pleasure to Give 

 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the Kingdom.  Do not be afraid. Do not be afraid, Jesus tells us. Do 

not be afraid of having enough or being enough or doing enough. Little 

flock, do not be afraid. For it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you 

the Kingdom. 

That’s the message Jesus has for us today and thank goodness for it 

because we need to hear it. Do not to be afraid. It’s the Father’s good 

pleasure to give. Do not be afraid. There will be more than enough. Do 

not be afraid. Your God is good. Your God is pleased with you. Your 

God is generous. And it is the Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

Kingdom. 

It is the Father’s good pleasure to give. Giving is what makes God 

happy. Giving is God’s greatest joy. Giving is what God wants to do. 

And God wants to give to you. To all of us. God wants us to give what 

we need. Peace and well-being and life abundant and a seat at God’s 

table and a room in God’s house. God wants us to have those things. 
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And it is God’s good pleasure to give them to us. To give us all of God’s 

Kingdom. Because God loves to give. God lives to give. Abundantly, 

generously, and without hesitation. If we can trust our God wants to do 

anything, we can trust that our God wants to give. 

It’s true. But sometimes we forget that. Sometimes we just find it hard to 

believe. That our God is a generous God. Somehow we get to thinking 

and assuming that God is the opposite of generous. That our God takes 

no pleasure in giving. We might, in fact, be more inclined to believe that 

God is kind of stingy. And stern and always watching us with a frown. 

Grudgingly sprinkling out a little grace and a little love and a little 

forgiveness in the world, but only when necessary. Grudgingly granting 

us mercy, but only if we sit still in our chairs and eat all of our 

vegetables, and then we get just a smidge while God scowls at having to 

give us anything at all. Maybe you think about God that way without 

even knowing it. Maybe a generous God is hard to imagine. Can you 

imagine God giving and taking great pleasure in it? 

I admit that oftentimes I don’t. As I was reading this scripture, that first 

verse caught me. Generosity is not the first thing I think of when I think 
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of God. And I haven’t thought that God enjoys giving. And I think a lot 

of us might feel that way. And that’s because the world around us 

doesn’t take pleasure in giving. It can’t conceive of it. It can’t 

understand a whole life lived for generosity. Or that it might be a 

discipline that connects us to God and to life beyond life. The world is 

disconnected from that kind of giving. And even suspicious of it. 

That’s because in the world, you don’t give someone something. You 

don’t give without strings attached. You don’t give because you want to, 

you give because you have to. Giving is a business strategy, a marketing 

tool. You give to get something back. We know how it works, we know 

how businesses and companies ‘give’. They ‘give’ you a free prize in 

your box of Lucky Charms; they give you a free umbrella when you test 

drive a car; they give out ‘free’ samples at Sam’s Club. Which, if one 

tried very hard, one might make into a meal. They all give, because in 

the end, they hope to get. They give so you will buy their product. They 

give so you will buy their groceries or pay to see their movie or sign up 

for the timeshare in Boca Del Vista. Giving is a promotional tactic. 
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A few weeks ago I went to Ikea with my sister. It really was an 

experience. You go into a giant building and ride to the top of this big 

escalator. Then you follow these arrows through the enormous showcase 

of stuff. It’s room after room of furniture and beds and linens and bath 

towels and kitchen utensils and storage options, oh the storage options!! 

And it’s all so pretty and European. And over and over you find yourself 

saying, “Oh, look at that, that’s so cool. I want that. I could use that. Do 

I really need that? Who cares? It’s so cheap! I’ll get two.” Then they 

give you Swedish meatball samples. That sounds weird, but see, Ikea is 

a Swedish company and those Swedes can do two things really well; 

make affordable furniture AND good meatballs. So they ‘give’ you 

delicious meatballs while you are shopping. And you think, that was 

really delicious. So you stop for lunch in the cafeteria. And then you feel 

so good after lunch, you go back into the store and buy more stuff. See, 

they have this thing all figured out. They give you one meatball. And 

they get you to empty your bank account. 

And that’s the kind of ‘giving’ we are used to. The giving that has an 

agenda. The giving that is self-oriented. The giving that is not a spiritual 
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practice, that helps one imitate the generous heart of God, but giving that 

is a means to an end. A means to make a profit. A means to help the 

bottom line. 

And that’s the opposite of what God does. That’s the opposite of how 

God gives. God doesn’t give to get something from us. God doesn’t give 

because it’s a good business practice or because it will make for good 

PR. God gives because God cares about us. God cares about our well-

being. God cares that we have full, deep lives, and full, deep 

relationships with God and with one another. 

And it’s God’s good pleasure to give us that. To give us that kind of 

blessing and that kind of community. A Kingdom that God gives to us. 

God doesn’t rent it to us. Or lease it to us. Or sell it to us on credit with a 

low APR for well-qualified buyers. God’s good pleasure is to give the 

Kingdom to each of us. And not to give just a sample or a taste or a 

preview. God’s good pleasure is to give the whole thing. To give you 

life beyond this world. To give you belonging and purpose. To give you 

all the joy and wonder and privilege and honor and abundance that God 

has. God wants to give it to you. Not because there is something in it for 
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God. Because there is something in it for you. God is crazy about you. 

And crazy enough to want you to have it all. 

Our God gives. That’s what God has done from the very beginning. At 

creation, God gave beauty and form. God gave life and breath. God gave 

love and relationship. God gave a promise to Abraham when he was too 

old. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews reminds us that God 

promised him a family when it seemed impossible. And God gave it. 

God gave Abraham a place to call home. God gave Abraham blessings 

and poured out God’s generosity on him. And told him that he had 

poured all that out on him so he could pour it out on the world. As God 

had given Abraham a generous life, so Abraham was to live generously. 

The people of God are meant, above all, to be generous. We have seen 

the heart of God. We have seen it in Jesus. Because God so loved the 

world, God gave us his own Son. God gave what was most precious, 

what was most treasured. God gave his own heart to us in Jesus. Because 

God is crazy about us. 

It is the Father’s good pleasure to give. To give us everything. To give 

us eternity. To give us life. To give us that which will not rust or fade. 
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Which no thief can take and no moth can destroy An entire Kingdom to 

hold us and heal us. An entire Kingdom. Given to us.   

So that’s the first verse. That’s just one verse in all that Jesus’ says 

today. What about the rest of it? What about all that stuff about selling 

your possessions and being alert for this ominous Son of Man who will 

come at an unexpected hour. We are vaguely threatened by that. We 

aren’t sure it sounds generous. Not like a generous God who loves. 

But I want to assure you that God is generous. And God’s generosity is 

what the Bible is all about. It’s about God’s generosity. But it’s about 

the generosity that makes us generous and makes us into the image of 

God’s generous heart. It’s about being generous with one another. And 

being generous with ourselves. Generous with our understanding and 

generous with our patience and generous with our encouragement and 

generous with our forgiveness. Being generous with our presence and 

our full attention.  And being generous with our resources and our 

money. This is about being generous with everything we have. That’s 

what we as the church are called to be together, the generous people of 

God.  
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There are things that can hold us back from generosity. Things that can 

make us feel too empty to give. Things that can smother us and cripple 

us and pre-occupy us and keep us from living a generous life. 

Possessions can hold us back. They can weigh us down. We think they 

will make life bigger, but they can make life much smaller. They can 

create such worry and obsession. We tell ourselves, “I need that. I have 

to have those.  I can’t live without this.  I’d be bored without that. I can’t 

live. I wouldn’t be cool. I can’t live. I don’t know what I would do 

without (fill in the blank).” We all have something like that in our lives. 

Jesus says that if we think we can’t live without something, we’d better 

take a second look at it. Because things don’t give us life. Money 

doesn’t give us life. Not the full, deep life that God wants to give. And 

things holding you back? Are they weighing you down? Are they in 

charge of your life and your relationships? Give them away. Give them 

away. Because they are keeping you from life and from knowing the 

generous heart of God. 

But maybe it’s not possessions that are your problem. Maybe there is 

something else keeping you from the generous heart of God. Maybe you 
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aren’t sure a generous God could be real. Maybe you aren’t sure a 

generous God exists. Maybe you can’t get the God out of your head who 

is stingy and stern and crabby about giving anyone anything and is 

certainly never pleased with anything. I have trouble with that God too. 

But I keep going back to what Jesus tells us in that first verse. Do not be 

afraid, little flock. It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

Kingdom. It’s God’s good pleasure to give. It’s God pleasure to give 

life. Take a deep breath. You are breathing in the excited, giddiness that 

God breathed out in the beginning. We see Jesus breathing life into the 

world. Bringing healing and wholeness and victory over death. The 

whole plan is to give us a Kingdom with no end and a life with no end. 

Right now. Right now, God would give it to you. So what’s stopping 

you from taking it? What’s holding you back? 

Our purpose here is to be God’s generosity. To marinate in the generous 

goodness of God. To soak up so much that it oozes out of everything we 

are and everything we do. So let us fill up on God’s goodness. Let’s 

stock up on grace and love. Let's accumulate massive piles of gentleness 

and joy and mercy. But let’s not store it in heaven. Let’s warehouse it 
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here, right here in that building out back. Let’s take all the Kingdom 

goodness that God will give us. Let’s make as much room for it as we 

can by getting rid of all the stuff we don’t need. Let’s make it known 

that God’s good pleasure is to give. Come in and be fed. Come in and 

belong. Come in and lay your burden down. And then let’s take that 

treasure out into the world. Here, God wants to give you peace. God 

wants to give you love. God wants to give you a Kingdom. Do not be 

afraid, for it is our Father’s good pleasure to give. 


