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April 8, 2018 

John 20:19-31 

1 John 1:1-2:2    A Fellowship of the Broken 

 

Let me tell you what I have seen and heard, says the writer of the letter 

of first John. Let me tell you what I have witnessed with my eyes and 

my ears about life, the life that you are looking for, the life from God, 

the life in Jesus. Let me tell you about what I have seen and heard and 

experienced. That’s what the author says in the introduction of his letter. 

Like any good introduction, he tells us why he is telling us what he is 

about to tell us: He is telling us for two reasons: for the sake of 

fellowship and for the sake of joy. Let me tell you what I have seen and 

heard. 

The writer of the first letter of John is writing to the church. Not any 

church in particular, but every church, all churches. This letter is what 

they call a ‘catholic epistle.’ Which does not mean that it is just for 

people in the Catholic church. It means this letter is universal and 

common. That’s what catholic means. It means it’s for everyone. Not for 

one community in particular. The author of 1 John is writing to the 
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church, this church, that church—the past, present and future church—

for the sake of fellowship and joy. 

John is writing this letter to the church because the church everywhere 

needs fellowship and joy. That’s what church should be about. Because 

John, who we believe was Jesus’ disciple, John, saw that the early 

church did not have fellowship and joy. It had problems. It was not a 

perfect place. It was not full of saints. It was full of people. Broken 

people. Hurting people. People who made mistakes. People who 

couldn’t seem to get along. People who found it difficult to be in 

fellowship with one another. And if they would just stop fighting and 

fussing and annoying each other and bothering each other and kicking 

the back of the seats, then John would be happy and his joy would be 

complete. 

The early church had its problems. It had problems just like we do. The 

whole church, universally, in the catholic sense. We know that because 

John and the apostle Paul and the apostle Peter had to write letters to the 

churches all the time. They had to write and explain to these churches 

how to be the church. They had to tell them what to do, not because they 



3 
 

were doing it, but because they weren’t doing it. Were they walking in 

the light? No they were not. Did they have fellowship with one another? 

No they did not. Were they pretending that nothing was wrong? Yes, 

they were. And it was making everything wrong. 

This letter is for the church, for every church. It is catholic and 

universal, but it is also about something particular. It is about a church 

that sees itself as better, as holier than thou, as superior and self-

righteous. It is about those particular sins of pride and denial and 

avoidance. The shifting of blame and the making of excuses. The “You 

didn’t say I couldn’t.” And “he’s doing it too!” People trying to hide 

what they are doing and keeping everything in the dark. John says that’s 

not what God’s people should do. To be with God is to be in the light. 

To abide with God, is to live in the truth. All the time, every day. No 

short cuts. It means honesty and integrity 100% of the time. It means 

you do what you say and you say what you do. You say you follow 

Jesus, so you follow Jesus. You say you have faith, so you act like it. 

John says, if we say that we are in the light with God while we walk in 

darkness, then we are liars. 
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We are in the dark when we aren’t honest. We are in the dark when we 

pretend everything is ok. We are in the dark when we hide things we 

don’t want others to know about. We are in the dark when that warning 

signal goes off in our hearts, and we get a little defensive, and we try to 

tell ourselves and others that it’s not that big a deal.  So we cheated a 

little on our taxes. So we stole a little cable. So we spread a little gossip. 

So we said we were ‘too busy.’ So we didn’t tell the truth. So we 

pretended not to see the damage that was done and the hurt that it did to 

us. And to our relationships. 

“If we walk in the light, then we have fellowship with one another,” 

John says. We have fellowship, because we are in the light. Because 

once we know we are in the dark, we don’t stay in the dark. We confess 

that we aren’t where we should be. That things aren’t how they should 

be. We confess that we would like to hide and make excuses and avoid 

everything. Because that’s what a fellowship does. It speaks the honest 

truth. 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

And for the sake of fellowship and joy, John tells us that we need to get 
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to the truth. All of us. Each of us, universally, catholicly, every one of us 

needs grace. We all need love that will put us back together. We need 

hope that will get us through. We need the faith that there are people 

who have our back. Each of us, all of us; we make mistakes, we need a 

second chance, a third chance, a seventy-seventh chance. John says: “If 

we say we have not sinned, we make God a liar and God’s word is not in 

us.” Because if we don’t need mercy and grace, we don’t need God. 

. In his book, Endurance, astronaut Scott Kelley describes what it was 

like for him to go through flight training in the Navy on his path to 

spending a year in space. He writes: “There is a saying in the Navy 

about mistakes: There are those who have and those who will. It’s easy 

to look at someone else’s screwup and say, “I never would have done 

that.” But you could have and you still may. Bearing this in mind can 

guard against the kind of cockiness that gets pilots killed.”1 

Knowing that you could have, and you still may, that’s called being 

aware of the darkness. And if we want to be the church and have 

                                                           
1 Kelley, Scott; Endurance, p 119. 
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fellowship, we to do at least as well as Navy fighter pilots.  We have to 

be ready to accept our mistakes and the mistakes of others. We have to 

be ready with compassion and understanding. Because our faith isn’t 

about us getting things right, it’s about God getting things right. Because 

we could have gotten it wrong and we may still get it wrong. 

So what if we stopped pretending that we are perfect? That we have it all 

together? That WE never would have and we never will? What if we all 

made a deal not to hide in the darkness any more and pretend that 

nothing is wrong with us. Because it is wrong. It’s all wrong. That’s why 

we need Jesus. 

In AA, Alcoholics Anonymous, they say that the most important person 

in any meeting on any day is the newest person. That person who has 

just started recovery, who is just beginning to struggle with addiction 

and relapse and sobriety. I asked one of the leaders for our AA group 

why that was so. And he said “because those people remind you of why 

you are here and what you left behind and how easy it would be to go 

back. Because that old life isn’t that far away for any of us.” And I 

wondered, what if we looked at church that way? That we are all on this 
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road to recovery together. That we especially welcome new believers 

because they remind us of the fellowship we all need. That the old life 

without joy, without company, without God isn’t that far away from us 

either. That old life without grace or peace or forgiveness; it’s not that 

far away. And to abide in God, we need to abide in truth and 

understanding with one other. 

God wants us to have fellowship with one another. In Jesus Christ, God 

offers us that place of fellowship. That place to abide in grace and peace. 

That’s what Jesus offers in the gospel of John. In our reading today, 

Jesus comes to the disciples in their locked room. They had anxiously 

gathered there together to hide after the crucifixion. They were scared 

and ashamed and worried about what to do next. And suddenly Jesus 

appears and offers them peace. Peace. That’s the first thing he offers 

them after they had denied him. After they had abandoned him. After 

they had hidden in the dark while Jesus suffered alone. You’d think the 

first thing Jesus would offer them is his disappointment. ‘Thanks a lot 

for deserting me! A fine bunch of friends you turned out to be!’ But 

that’s not what Jesus says. The first thing Jesus says to his disciples is 
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Peace be with you. The first thing he offers this scared, guilt-ridden 

group is peace. Not anger or shame or retribution. Jesus offers them 

peace. He forgives them for their failure. He forgives them for being 

lousy friends. He forgives them for being so broken. He renews their 

fellowship and he sends them out to renew God’s fellowship with the 

world. 

The disciples needed to see and hear, in order to believe and have 

fellowship again. Thomas did too. He needed to see the scars of real 

love. He needed to hear peace and grace spoken to him. And he needed 

to confess who Jesus was to him. Just like Thomas, we need that too. 

And there is a whole world of people that need that. Who need to see 

and hear. Who need proof that love is real. That friends are real and 

fellowship is real. 

The TV show Black-ish is a show I sometimes find myself watching. It 

has a funny way of addressing racial stereotypes and difficult issues of 

class and identity. I find myself laughing as much as I find myself 

thinking about the different viewpoints. In one episode, Dre and his 

black family must spend Easter with his wife Rainbow’s mixed family, 
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which includes some very white relatives. For Dre’s family, Easter 

dinner includes macaroni and cheese, fried chicken, ham and sweet 

potato pie. Rainbow’s family brings things like quinoa and organic 

beets. Dre launches into a diatribe, as he frequently does, about the 

historical importance of black food including chitterings and lard and 

pigs feet. And how this was poor people’s food and it is a matter of 

identity as much as anything else. And how white people in this family 

would never understand. After a very awkward silence, Rainbow’s white 

brother-in-law speaks up. He says that they serve beets at their family 

meals because his grandmother always served beets. And she would tell 

the story about how the Nazis had driven them out of Poland and beets 

were all they had. And beets helped him remember where they came 

from.  It was a moment of truth and brokenness and honesty. And 

suddenly there was light. And there was fellowship at their table and joy. 

It takes light. It takes honesty and understanding. It takes being real 

about our wounds and accepting the wounds of others so we can truly 

abide together in Jesus. To be the church, we need to see and hear one 

another. We need to see and hear God’s love for each of us. We need to 
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welcome the brokenness of others and be real about our own 

brokenness. We need to confess our need for a broken and wounded 

Savior together. So we may all walk in the light of God. 


