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April 22, 2018 

Psalm 23 

1 John 2:28-3:3   Being God’s Children Now. 

 

It’s not easy being someone’s child. When you are someone’s child, it 

means there is someone in charge of you. It means there is someone who 

bosses you around. There is someone who makes sure your homework is 

done and that you’ve cleaned your room and that you’ve put your plate 

in the sink. When you are someone’s child, that someone is always there 

telling you to put your shoes away and that you must eat your green 

beans before you have any dessert and that you have to stop bothering 

your sister or you will lose your TV privileges. It’s not easy someone’s 

child. It means you live by someone else’s rules. 

But all of us here today are children. That’s what the author of First John 

is telling us. That all of us, big and little, old and young. We are all 

children of God in Jesus Christ. Because of God’s love for us, we aren’t 

on our own. We aren’t hopeless and friendless. We are adopted and 

adored. We belong to someone. We are someone’s child. And not just 

anyone. We are God’s children now. 
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That’s the good news today; that we are someone’s child. Three times, 

the writer says we are children, in our reading from 1 John. He says: 

Little children, abide in him. Because of the Father’s love we are 

children of God. Beloved, we are God’s children now. And it’s that 

verse in chapter 2, verse 2, that I want to unpack a bit. We are God’s 

children now. Because that’s what it’s all about; our life together, it’s 

about us being brothers and sisters in Christ. We are family. We are 

God’s children now. 

To be God’s children now first means that we are GOD’S children now, 

with the emphasis on the GOD part.  Yes, we are children of our own 

parents. And we come from our own families of origin. And we are 

proud of our great-great grandparents who settled this land. Or worked 

on the railroad. Or were sharecroppers. Or made their way across the 

Oregon trail. In my family there are Scottish shopkeepers and German 

engineers and women who spent every moment gardening and canning 

food because that’s what they had to do to survive when their husbands 

died. We all have family stories. And I love those stories and those TV 

shows like Finding Your Roots where they tell the story of some famous 
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person, that their great-great grandparent was a baker or a dancer or a 

slave that bought their own freedom. And it doesn’t matter who the 

famous person is, almost everyone cries when they find out. They are all 

so grateful to know about the family that they belong to. 

We might know our families and our history. But here, in this 

community of faith, we are part of a family that doesn’t just include our 

relatives. This family is God’s family. And it goes way back to the 

beginning and Adam and Eve and the family of Abraham and Isaac and 

Jacob and all the families of Israel and Jesus’ family and his disciples 

and their families and all the people who have ever followed Jesus down 

through the ages. Our family isn’t just our family. Our family is GOD’S 

family now. And Jesus says that may cause problems. He tells his 

disciples, it may cause problems with your parents. Or your siblings and 

your in-laws. Especially if your family values aren’t the same as God’s 

family values. Because it’s God’s family values that matter to us now. 

Families teach us what to value. They teach us what our mission is in the 

world. Think for a moment about your family’s mission? What was or is 

important to your parents? What values have your parents passed on? 



4 
 

Maybe: ‘Work hard. Or be useful. Or clean up after yourself. Or grow 

beautiful flowers. Or fix whatever is broken.’ What is the mission 

statement you got from your parents? (Share) Now that you’ve thought 

about your family mission, I want you to think about God’s family 

mission. And that according to 1 John, that mission means a life of 

righteousness. And love. And purity. 

To be part of God’s family, for us to be GOD’S children, it means that 

we pursue righteousness. Now what does that mean? What does it mean 

to be righteous? It means that you do what is right. It means you seek 

what is fair and good. And that’s according to God, not according to the 

world around us. Because you are GOD’S child. Doing what is right, 

how about if we start with the ten commandments: Don’t make anything 

more important than God. Don’t lie. Don’t steal. Don’t kill. Don’t want 

what isn’t yours. Make sure everyone gets a day of rest. That’s a good 

starting point for righteousness. And then how about if we do justice and 

love kindness and walk humbly with God? How about loving our 

neighbors as ourselves?  How about if we read the 23rd Psalm and hear 

about the green pastures and still waters and we try to protect them so 
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our Shepherd can lead us there? How about if we preserve the beautiful 

natural places where God can restore our soul? 

We are GOD’S children now. God as in the God of Israel, as in the God 

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. GOD’S children. Not the children of 

greed or the children of our possessions or the children of having bigger 

and better and faster at whatever cost to the earth. We are not the 

children of competition or the children of I’m better than you and I’m 

worth more than you, and I win and you lose. We are not the children of 

wrath. Or the children of malice. Or the children of keeping track of 

wrongs so that we can get revenge. We are not the children of fear or the 

children of anxiety or the children of worry that we won’t make it 

through and nothing can be done. That is not who we are. That’s not 

where we come from and it’s not where we are going. We are not 

children of those things. We are children of God. 

God’s family is a family of righteousness. And God’s family is a family 

of love. Because doing what’s right always means love. It means 

working for the common good. It means putting the needs of others first. 

It means giving even though you may not receive the same back. In 
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chapter 3, verse 1, it says See what kind of love the Father has given us. 

SEE, LOOK, look at it, just look at it: God’s love for us in Jesus. Look 

at the kind of love God has that pursues us relentlessly. That forgives 

our mistakes. That says, I know you don’t get things right but I love you 

anyway. And I will love you no matter what. See the love God has for us 

in Jesus, that will love us all the way to the cross and back. That will 

love us when it seems there is no more love left in the world. Even when 

we give up, God won’t give up on love. God will still want us to be 

God’s own. 

God loves us with laser-like focus. And that focus is called purity, God’s 

third family value. The Greek word used here for purity, hagnos, means 

unspoiled or chaste or free from pollution. Scholars describe hagnos 

with words like impeachable rectitude and moral sincerity. And if I 

would describe it, I would say it means it is crystal clear. Think about 

the water you drink and air you breathe. You don’t want lots of stuff 

mixed up in them. You don’t want water that has a little bit of sewage in 

it. You want it to be clear. You don’t want air that has cancer-causing 

particles in it. You want it to be unpolluted and unspoiled. And you want 
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it that way all the time, not just sometimes. That’s what purity is about. 

It about being consistent and transparent and dependable. It means 

pursuing the same thing over and over again without giving up. It means 

setting your heart on the kingdom of God. It means having the same 

mind that was in Jesus Christ, who gave up his own glory, so that we 

might have heaven’s glory too. To have God’s love fully, completely, 

and with 100% purity. 

So we are GOD’S children now, in righteousness, love and purity. But 

we are also CHILDREN. We are child-like and childish. We make 

mistakes. We miss the mark. Our emotions get the better of us. We pout 

and fuss. We are CHILDREN. So we have to be patient. We must expect 

to learn. And grow. And mature. And forgive and encourage one 

another. And we need a community where we can do that. We need a 

place where we can develop in our faith and help one another understand 

that God isn’t finished with us yet. We are CHILDREN. It says in 

chapter 3, verse 2, that ‘what we will be is yet to be revealed.’ How 

many of us think that this is it for us? That this is all there is to us and 

our lives? Brothers and sisters, there is more to be revealed. There is 
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more that God will accomplish in us. And not just in us. In others too! 

We are God’s CHILDREN. We aren’t completely grown. And we don’t 

know what God is up to. So we have to have believe that God’s got this. 

And that everything will be revealed in due time. 

We are God’s children now. NOW we are God’s children. We may have 

been someone else’s children before. We may have lived in fear or 

isolation. We may have lived in shame. But not NOW. NOW we are 

God’s children. And whatever was in the past is in the past. We are no 

longer children of wrath or greed or jealousy or disappointment or 

whatever we were in the past. We are NOW children of God. 

RIGHT NOW, today in the present. Not sometime in the future; not 

when we die or when Jesus comes again at the end of time and calls our 

name. We are God’s children NOW. Right NOW. And right NOW we 

belong to God. Right now, we have God’s name written on our hearts. 

Right now we are members of the Creator’s household. So right now, 

God’s family values are our family values. Righteousness, love and 

purity. Right now, as we plant a Community Garden and meet our 

neighbors there to eat and work and play. Right now, as we welcome our 
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local youth and let them know that they are God’s children too. Right 

now as we plan a Summer Vacation Bible school in fellowship with 

Midway United Methodist and St. Matthew AME. Right now as we host 

yoga classes and AA meetings and help refugee families and tutor 

school kids. Right now, as we gather to love one another and be God’s 

family. And stick to God’s mission. And grow in God’s grace.  

We are God’s children NOW. Today. Not when we have our lives 

together or when we have more money or more time. Or when we are 

more spiritually settled. Or when the world finally straightens up or 

when our neighbors are nice and the politicians get it right. We are 

God’s children now. And that’s what the world needs us to be. So how 

can we God’s family here and now in this community? How can we let 

others know that our family is a big family and this is their family too? 

Because this family, God’s family, so loves the world. And it always 

will. 


