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April 17, 2016 

Revelation 7:9-17 

Acts 9:36-43   Going Out, Listening, & Speaking Resurrection 

 

It’s hard to know how to be the church sometimes. Especially now, with 

everything changing all around us. Things are different. The culture is 

different. People are different. The church is not what it used to be. The 

world is not what it used to be. Our jobs, our schedules, our family 

structures and communities; they aren’t what they used to be. So our 

church can’t be what it used to be. So what do we do? How are we 

supposed to be the church? 

Peter must have wondered the same thing as he tried to figure out what 

the church was supposed to be. After Easter, everything was different. 

All of this was new for Peter and the disciples. They were supposed to 

be the church. But there was no playbook for how to do it. There was no 

instruction manual. And no theologians and no New Member classes and 

no Books of Order to tell them how to do things decently and in order. 

The disciples had to figure out church for themselves. And that’s what 

the book of Acts is about. It’s about learning how to be the church in a 

new world. And this story comes in quite handy today, I think. When 



2 
 

everything is changing, and the world is different, and we feel like the 

church is back where it started, at square one. The book of Acts tells us 

that it’s not a bad place to be, really. In fact, it’s a good place. Where we 

can remember what being the church is really about. 

In our story today Peter is figuring out how to be the church. And today 

we learn three important lessons from Peter about who we are. First, as 

the church, we are called to go, to get outside of our familiar places. 

Second, we are called to listen to those around us. And finally, we are 

called to speak resurrection, especially to the least and the last and the 

forgotten. 

So, our first lesson today is that the church is called to go and get outside 

its comfort zone. Peter is visiting the coastal towns of Israel in our story 

today. He has left the city of Jerusalem behind. Though he kind of had 

to. He had to leave because things were getting tense. The chief priests 

and scribes were harassing the disciples and arresting them and throwing 

them in jail. Because they wouldn’t stop preaching and healing in Jesus’ 

name. The chief priests and temple leaders had had it with Peter and his 

lot. If only they could stone them without causing a riot. 
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So Peter had to leave Jerusalem. Even though Jerusalem was a special 

place for him. Around every corner was a memory of Jesus. Over there, 

Jesus had ridden into the city on a donkey. In that upper room there, he 

had eaten his last meal with them. In that courtyard there, he had been 

put on trial and convicted and beaten. On that hill over there, he had died 

on a cross. In that garden tomb there, he had been buried and then he had 

been resurrected. And in that room there, the disciples had all gathered, 

and the Holy Spirit had come upon them and they had spoken in every 

language in the world. Jerusalem was a special place for Peter and the 

disciples. 

We all have those places. Places that are special where important things 

have happened. We linger near them. We visit them again and again. 

The stadium where we watch the games. The spot at the beach where we 

vacation every year. That coffee place where we like to read and relax. 

The corner of the house where the Christmas tree goes every year. We 

have special places. Even in the church; our sanctuaries, our buildings, 

our church camps. They are special and full of memories; like 

thumbtacks in the divine. 
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In the Bible there are lots of special places, too. But there is always this 

tension about them. About whether God is only there or everywhere. 

And whether the people of God should linger there or keep moving. The 

highly technical words for this are immanence and transcendence. 

Immanence means that God is near and tangible and fixed in one spot. 

Transcendence means that God can’t be pinned down or located or even 

fully grasped. Immanence and transcendence. You can now impress 

your friends at lunch. You are welcome. This paradox between God in 

one place and God in every place is what Jesus embodies. The 

unlimitedness of God, limited to a 1st century Jewish man. The Holy 

One above every time and place in one time and place. It’s a tension we 

don’t try to resolve as Christians. We just try to keep the paradox in 

mind. 

But it’s hard to do. And usually we end up trying to fix God in one spot. 

So we will know where God is, or at least our memories of God. And I 

wonder how Peter felt leaving Jerusalem, that place that was so full of 

God for him. I wonder if he worried those worries that God would be 

lost and nothing would be the same and he would never have those 



5 
 

divine experiences again. But there was nothing Peter could do. And 

there was no going back. 

Peter couldn’t go back and neither can we. Peter couldn’t stay in his 

familiar place and neither can we. Here we feel God’s presence together, 

but God is just as much out there. And God calls us, the church to go 

out. Not to stay in Jerusalem with all the memories, but to get out into 

the world. Like we do when we get out into the Community Garden. Or 

our elementary school. Or the Homeplace Care facility. Or go to the 

Sandwich ministry. Or to deliver Meals on Wheels or Weekend 

Backpacks. Or to other churches, or to other service groups, or to City 

Hall or to work or to school, or to other places in our world to share the 

good news that God is love and love is what holds everything together. 

Going out because that’s where God calls the church to go. 

We are called to go. To get outside our walls. Outside of ourselves. 

Outside of our own familiar places. And second, the church is called to 

go out and listen. Now Peter was a big talker. He could preach up a 

storm. He could debate with anyone. In the book of Acts, Peter talks 

here, and he talks there, and he talks everywhere at the drop of a hat. But 
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when Peter gets out into the world, Peter goes from a talker to a listener. 

He listens to the people he meets. He listens when they share their needs. 

He listens when disciples from Joppa find him and say: Please come to 

us without delay.  

Peter listens out in the world. Instead of turning on his mouth, Peter 

turns on his ears and listens to others. And that is what we are called to 

do. Historically, the church has been good at talking. Boy, have we. The 

church has talked at people and talked for people and talked about 

people. We have talked a lot about how others are wrong and what they 

should think and what how the world ought to be. And what people 

really need and what we think will help them. And more than anything, 

what the world needs right now, is not a church that talks, but a church 

that will listen. That will be attentive and humble and curious and ask, 

what do you think, and how are you doing, and what do you need?  

It’s such a gift when someone listens, isn’t it? In this world where we 

only halfway have anyone’s attention. And we half-listen to each other. 

And we are too rushed to hear to our loved ones who are lonely. Or to 

our bodies that are too stressed. Or our spirits that are exhausted. As the 
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church, we are called to listen to God’s voice of peace and justice. Not 

talk over it. We are called to listen to those around us, to the least and 

the lost and the forgotten. Not tune them out. 

As the church, we are called to listen. To hear to one another. To hear 

the worries and the sorrows in our community. And sometimes we have 

to listen very hard. And we have to slow down. And we have to be quiet. 

And we have to stop doing so much so we CAN listen. So we can listen 

to God say, I love you. I’m with you. I’ll never let you go. Even in the 

midst of death. In the midst of disease and unemployment, divorce, 

addiction, crime, lost children, lost parents, lost hope. Listen, we say to 

the world. Listen, and you can hear God speaking to you. 

Peter listened. And he went to Joppa. And there he discovered a bunch 

of widows, mourning for a woman named Tabitha. A woman who had 

died, doing woman’s work, making clothes for the poor and destitute. 

And I wonder if Peter hesitated. I wonder if Peter wondered if this was 

what the church was all about. Helping these people who couldn’t help 

back. Who had no money or power or influence. They couldn’t 

contribute to the church budget or lead any committees. They were just 
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women, just poor widows. Just a few chapters before, Peter and the 

disciples had excused themselves from this sort of thing. They had 

appointed deacons to take care of widows and orphans so that they had 

more time for prayer and study. Yet God has a way of putting us right 

where we think we don’t need to be. And here Peter is, in the midst of a 

bunch of widows. Because service and study can’t be separated. And 

that’s what happens when you listen. That’s what happens when you go 

out to be the church. You end up with widows and orphans and the 

forgotten, who most need to hear words of resurrection. 

That’s the third lesson we learn today. The church is called to speak 

resurrection. Peter went out and he listened. And he heard the sorrows of 

these widows. He listened to the stories of this amazing woman, Tabitha, 

who dedicated her life to caring for the ones no one cared for. And how 

she showed them that they were not forgotten. But now she was gone 

and they felt forgotten by everyone again, even by God. And after 

listening to them, Peter wanted these widows to know that they weren’t 

forgotten. That Tabitha’s work was holy and this place was holy. And 

Peter does the one thing he knows to do. In the midst of death, he speaks 
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resurrection. In the midst of grief, he proclaims the victory of God. 

Tabitha, Get up, Peter says. You are not nameless or faceless. You are 

not forgotten. You are not dead and gone. Christ calls you, he calls us, 

his church, his children, Get up, my beloved. Rise. Because I love you 

and I’ll never let you go. 

As the church we are called to go. To leave behind our familiar places 

and our comfort zones. And we are called to listen. To listen for the 

Spirit; to slow down and hear our own hearts and the hurting hearts of 

the world. And we are called to speak resurrection. To witness the 

Kingdom of God among the least, the last and the forgotten. To proclaim 

that death is not the end of life or the end of us or the end of the church. 

Get up, Tabitha. In the name of Jesus, rise again. 


