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April 14, 2019 

Isaiah 25:6-9 

Luke 19:28-40    Communion is About Blessing 

 

Today is a day of blessing. We celebrate the blessing of your baptism, 

today, Sophia. In the waters of the baptismal font, we announce God’s 

blessing for you and for your parents. We are all reminded of God’s 

blessing for each of us with that little sprinkling of water. God’s 

invisible grace is made visible. God’s love that surrounds you and holds 

you and all of creation feels so close and so real. I hope you can feel it, 

Sophia. I hope you know that God has loved you from the very 

beginning and will love you to the very end. You are blessed, Sophia. 

You are precious and wonderful and a gift from God.  

Today is a day of blessing. Today we celebrate how good God is and 

how close God is. And we remember the blessings shouted by a crowd 

as Jesus rode a donkey into Jerusalem. On that Palm Sunday long ago, 

people rejoicing loudly because the invisible grace of God was visible to 

them. The crowd of people with Jesus, shouting about the blessing; 

hooting and hollering and making a ruckus with loud voices. That’s 

what it says in the Bible. The people were proclaiming with a megalay 
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phonay in Greek, with a loud voice, a great big mega sound. Like the 

kind you use at a pep rally. ‘Hey, everyone! Pay attention, everyone! 

Here’s something great! Something amazing! You gotta see what God 

has done! Look at Jesus! He’s a wonder. A gift from God. A blessing to 

all of us. Blessed are you, Jesus! Blessed is the King who comes in the 

name of the Lord.’ 

Today is a day of blessing. It is a day for shouting about the blessings of 

God and the closeness of God and the goodness of God. And the 

disciples had seen Jesus do a lot of good things. They had seen Jesus do 

a lot of powerful things. We will teach you about them, Sophia. We will 

tell you all about the mighty things Jesus did; how he healed people. 

How he made people whole and well again. How he helped the blind to 

see and the lame to walk. How he cast out demons and forgave people’s 

sins and set captives free. How Jesus made that invisible grace of God 

visible and real for people who needed it. The people who had no grace. 

The people no one cared for or noticed. The small people. The marginal 

people. The children and women and outcasts and untouchables. Jesus 

told them they were precious and loved. That they were blessed and had 
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God’s favor. Is it any wonder they were shouting with a great big sound? 

Is it any wonder they went up to Jerusalem with him, blessing him all 

the way? 

Jesus told people that God cared about them. He showed them that they 

were blessed. That they mattered to God. And it was something that 

people needed to hear. Because they had forgotten. The world around 

them had forgotten. Everyone had forgotten God’s blessing. Even now, 

we forget. We forget God’s great love for us and for creation. We forget 

that we have God’s favor and that God’s plan from the very beginning 

has been to bless us. In Greek, the word for blessing is eu- logia. And it 

means good word or good speech. It means speaking powerfully positive 

things over someone. Speaking approval and benediction over someone. 

And don’t you feel blessed when someone does that?  Don’t you feel 

blessed when someone says, “Boy, am I glad to see you. I’m glad you 

are here. You know, I really appreciate you. I really appreciate how 

good you are and how kind you are. And what a good heart you have. 

You are a hard worker. You are smart. You are insightful. You are a 

blessing. And I want you to be in my circle of friends. I choose you for 
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my team, for my class, for my group. You really are something special.” 

Doesn’t it feel good to have those good words spoken over you?  To feel 

chosen? To feel special? To feel like we are a part of something 

important? Words have the power to do that. Words, good words have 

the power to bless us. They are like a sprinkling of mercy and grace over 

us. And God’s good word, God’s blessing has been spoken over you, 

Sophia. Over all of us in our baptism. You are special. You are 

important. You matter to me, says God. You are my own and you 

always will be. 

Jesus came into this world to remind us of that blessing. Of God’s good 

word that has been spoken over creation. From the very beginning, that 

has been God’s plan. Since way, way back in the beginning, way back in 

the book of Genesis, God told Abraham: “I’m blessing you, Abraham. 

And through you, I’m going to bless all the families of the earth.” 

Blessing has always been God’s plan. But we keep forgetting that plan. 

We keep forgetting the good word that God has spoken over us. And 

that good word is meant for everyone. We don’t believe there can be 

enough good words to go around. There can’t be enough blessings for 
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everyone. Not everyone can matter. Not everyone can be important. Not 

everyone can be special to God. So we argue about who is blessed and 

who is not. Who deserves good things and who does not. Who should 

have more and who should have less and how it just isn’t fair. We 

confuse God’s blessings with possessions and money and power and 

having the most of all that. And we think that those with the most, win. 

We hoard the blessings. We stockpile the blessings. They are for me and 

my people, not you and yours. We put a limit on God’s blessings 

because we think God’s blessings are limited. 

But God’s plan has always been to bless all the families of the earth. So 

why do we think that God, who is God, doesn’t have enough to do that? 

Why do we think that God, who is God, doesn’t have enough good 

words to go around? God has enough! More than enough! The prophet 

Isaiah imagines that life with God is like a banquet to which everyone is 

invited. God invites ALL peoples—that’s what Isaiah says, ALL 

peoples—to come to a feast, a great celebration with the best of 

everything, rich food and good wine. And in that life with God, God 

removes all the bad words that have been spoken over us. God removes 
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the despair and the fear and the envy that are like a shroud. God takes 

away all the rumors and the gossip and the terrible curses and the 

degrading profanities. All the bad words that have cut people down. That 

have stirred up hate. That have labeled people as less than and made 

them believe that they are nothing and nobody. God removes all of that. 

And God replaces all those words with good words. With welcome and 

consecration and blessing. It’s God’s plan. To bless people and make 

them a blessing for others. It’s not just a plan for me and mine. But for 

all people and all nations. In that life with God, they will be at God’s 

table with us. At a table just like this one, enjoying God’s grace finally 

made real and visible.  

No more curses. No more bad words. No more rejection or disgrace or 

death. God will wipe away every tear and all the bad news that caused 

them. God will bless us.  And the disciples of Jesus, they were seeing 

this plan unfold. They were beginning to see God’s plan in what Jesus 

was doing and in what he was saying. They saw God’s grace coming to 

life and they wanted to shout about it to others: “Listen! Look! Here is 

the One who comes in the name of the Lord! He is blessed and he is 
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blessing us! He is making God visible once again!” But there were those 

who did not like that. They did not like Jesus’ words. They did not like 

God’s blessings given out so freely. Especially if they went to those who 

didn’t deserve them. Especially if it got them all into trouble. “Quiet 

down!,” the Pharisees said. “Jesus, tell your disciples to hush! Tell your 

disciples that they have got to stop!” 

See, they didn’t think God’s blessing was for everyone. They didn’t 

think God’s good words should be spread around. The rulers and the 

leaders. The politicians and the religious folks, they thought they should 

control all of that. They thought they should say who was blessed and 

who was cursed. And if you said otherwise, you got in trouble. If you 

talked about a different kind of plan, God’s kind of plan for blessing, 

and you did it in a great big voice, a megala, phonay, they told you to be 

quiet. Or worse. 

But it didn’t stop them. It didn’t stop Jesus. Because Jesus knew that 

good words of God could not be stopped. God’s eulogia, God’s blessing, 

that was being echoed by the disciples on the way to Jerusalem, there 

was no stopping it. And if they were silenced, then another part of 
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creation would take up the shout. If God’s good words were silenced, 

then the very stones of the earth would cry out. We’ll see about that, said 

the Pharisees. We’ll see about that, said Pontius Pilate. And they did 

everything they could to silence Jesus and the blessing of God. They 

arrested Jesus and locked him up. They used fear and intimidation to 

terrify his disciples. They bound Jesus and struck him and spit on him. 

They spoke horrible words over him. They cursed him. “You aren’t 

special. You aren’t important. We reject you. God rejects you.” They 

cursed him. They took what was supposed to be God’s blessing for the 

world and put it on a cross. And killed it and put it in a grave and rolled 

stone against the entrance. They thought they had silenced it once and 

for all. But the stones wouldn’t cooperate. The stones cried out. They 

shook and trembled. They rolled away from the entrance of Jesus’ tomb. 

Because even the stones knew that God’s good words could not be 

contained. God’s blessing cannot be stopped. 

God has spoken a good word over this world. And today is a day of 

blessing. When we celebrate how real and how near God’s grace is.  

And that grace is yours, Sophia. And it is yours, Brad and Ashley. You 
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are precious and you are loved by God. You are God’s own and you 

always will be. That invisible grace of God is real today. 

At this table, the blessing is real. The feast of God’s Kingdom is real and 

you are invited. All the grace, all the mercy, all the love; it’s for you. It’s 

or a world of people under a shroud of despair, who are used to hearing 

bad words and curses and rumors and life-silencing statements. It’s 

meant for all people waiting to know that God’s love is for them too. 

And we pave the way for them to know it. Like the disciples throwing 

down their robes as Jesus approaches. We roll out the red carpet for 

grace. Because God’s blessing is for all peoples and all nations. From 

the very greatest to the very least. Let it be known: God’s love has loved 

you from the very beginning, and it will love you to the very end. You 

are precious. You are loved. You are God’s very own and you have 

God’s blessing. 


