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“What do you want me to do for you?” 

Jesus’ question to the blind man seems a bit strange. Obviously, the 
blind man is blind. Obviously, he has shouted for Jesus’ attention 
because he wants his help. Obviously, the blind man is blind and he 
wants Jesus to heal him. Obviously. Jesus should know that since he is the Son of God and all. 
Obviously.

And yet, Jesus still asks the blind man the question. 
“What do you want me to do for you?” As if it is not 
obvious at all what he wants. As if the blind man 
might ask for any number of things. As if there are no 
assumptions to be made about what the blind man needs. 
Jesus asks because maybe there is more to this than 
what is obvious. Jesus gives the blind man the dignity 
of naming his need. He gives him respect by letting him 
answer the question for himself. “What do you want me 
to do for you?”

What if Jesus asked us the same question? It might seem obvious to others what we need from 
Jesus. It might be obvious to us. Or maybe it is not obvious at all. Maybe we want healing 
from Jesus. Or maybe we want respect. Maybe we desire more energy. Or maybe we desire 
more quiet time. Maybe we want better grades, better clothes, better employment. Or maybe 
we want to be content; maybe we just want to be and be OK with that.

Jesus asks us the question because he cares about the answer and more importantly, he cares 
about us.  He wants us to have healing and wholeness. He wants us to come to him with our 
needs. And to discover in our conversation what it is that we are really looking for. Even if it 
is not so obvious.

Take time this month to refl ect on these questions: If Jesus asked you “What do you want 
me to do for you?” how would you respond? How does Jesus’ question shape how you might 
treat others in need?        

Pastor’s Notes

Then Jesus said to him, 
“What do you want me to 

do for you?” The blind man 
said to him, “My teacher, let 
me see again.”—Mark 10:51



Worship With Us!
October 4, World Communion Sunday

October 18, Burnamwood Camp Director Rick 
Frederick will be giving us a mission report during 
worship.

October 25—Pastor Mary will be off. Guest Preacher 
will be Rev. Kristy Ehlert.

Let’s Harvest Some Love!
Community Garden Work Days 

Every Saturday at 10am
The garden is still going. Make time to come enjoy the 

work and play of the Community Garden!

Food Bank Collection

The food bank can always use 
the following items: 

canned vegetables and beans
dry pasta  |  cereal  |  rice
canned meats and pastas

baby food |  toiletries

Outdoor Fellowship
The Wednesday Walkers continue to meet every week 
at 4 pm at the church. We will add weeding to our 
weekly walks as long as the garden needs attention.

Church Finances
Congregation Giving-September 2015
Regular Offering-$3,952
Backpack Ministry-$690

Fund Raising Efforts for Backpack Ministry
Yard Sale-$1,228.20
Face Painting Booth at Fall Festival-$318.52
Clean-Up after Fall Festival-$500

Devotions at the Homeplace at Midway, 
Sunday, October 11, 2pm
Would you like to bring a little sunshine to the elders 
at the Homeplace Care facility? On Sunday, October 
11 at 2pm, we will be doing a short devotion time with 
the residents. Pastor Mary is looking for people who 
would be willing to be part of this ministry. Please 
contact her at marysweese@gmail.com

Midway Community Garden Pumpkin Walk, 
Saturday, October 31, 6-8pm

NEW!!  Enter a carved pumpkin in our Halloween 
Pumpkin Walk sponsored by Midway Community 
Garden! Entry is free and pumpkins may be dropped 
off at the church on Thursday, October 29, 6-8pm 
and Friday, October 30, 6-8pm. PRIZES provided 
by Midway Bakery and Railroad Drug and Soda 
Fountain. Donations will be taken up at the Pumpkin 
Walk on October 31 for UNICEF.

Coming soon in November!!—Toy Drive for 
Buckhorn. Save your gently used kids toys for the 
Mission Store at Buckhorn.  Your used but clean toys 
can be handed on to another family who may not have 
the chance to shop.



Nursery News
Please welcome Dana Edmonds, who was recently 
selected to serve as an additional attendant in the 
Church Nursery. Now, she and Mary Edwards will be 
able to meet the need to supervise larger numbers of 
children on a weekly basis. 

The Christian Education Committee thanks Fran 
Stadelman for her donation of a new rug that is now in 
place in the Nursery room.

7th Annual Gala: Campfire and Starlight  
The 7th Annual Burnamwood Gala is Saturday, 
November 14, 2015 from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. at 
the Carrick House in Lexington. You may order your 
tickets online through Eventbright: www.eventbright.
com and search “Campfi re and Starlight” or link 
directly through the Burnamwood website: www.
burnamwood.net. Click on Gala and you’ll see a 
registration button. 

Cost prior to November 1: $85 Single/$145 Couple
Young Professional under 35: $55 Single/$85 Couple

After November 1: $105 single/$165 Couple
Young Professional under 35: $75 Single/$105 Couple

Table sponsors: $1000 Includes 8 tickets, extra drink 
tickets, goodie bag, name on table and publications

Silent Auction items can be donated by contacting 
either Director, Rick Frederick at: info@
burnamwood.net or Commission Chair: Joe Porter at: 
joseph.w.porter@gmail.com. 

Membership Committee
There will be a Membership Committee Meeting 
after worship on Sunday, October 11. We need to 
plan details for our Pot Luck on November 8th as 
well as begin to discuss Advent and Christmas. 
Our committee welcomes new members-see Ellen 
Costigan or Sara Hicks if you have ideas and/or would 
like to participate. You can also just show up at the 
meeting on the 11th.
> 
> 
> Thanks to all who helped make the Yard Sale a 
success. Folks donated items, sorted and priced the 
items, showed up before sunrise to carry it all outside, 
worked during the sale and during cleanup. Also, 
thanks to those who spread the word and thanks to 
those who made purchases! 

Christian Education
Midway Community Youth Forum
The second Youth Forum was held on September 22, 
2015 with ten attendees present to discuss ways to 
support the Midway Youth. Participants discussed 
many different activities that could be held for the 
benefi t of youth in the community. A survey will 
be provided to the youth to determine exactly what 
they would like to participate in for the future.  The 
Midway Presbyterian Church youth will be included 
in the distribution of the survey and they will be asked 
about their ideas about participating in a Community 
Youth Group.

The Midway Christian Church is planning two events 
for October. First will be a Midway Ghost Walk on 
October 17 & 24 starting at the Christian Church at 
7:30 p.m. Second will be a visit to a Bi-Water Farm 
in Georgetown on the afternoon of October 17. Bud 
Ratliff should be contacted if any of the MPC Youth 
would like to obtain more information about either of 
these events. 

The next meeting of the Midway Community Youth 
Forum will be announced in the near future.

Adult Sunday School Classes
The new “Issues” Class is now up and running with 
outstanding attendance each week. Participants review 
topics from current events and whatever else merits 
discussion.

The “Present Word” Class continues in the Library 
featuring a different theme and bible study.

Both classes feature fantastic coffee and conversation. 
Everyone is invited to attend either one of these 
enlightening classes every week. 

TOY COLLECTION November 1-22
for Buckhorn Home for Children Mission Store

Gather up your gently used Children’s toys and games 
for the Buckhorn Mission Store in Buckhorn, KY. 
Your donations will let families there ‘shop’ for their 
kids locally and allow your toys to have a new life! 
Make sure toys are clean and games are complete!



Witnessing to the Love of God in Jesus Christ,
By Feeding the Hungry and Hungry of Heart

Midway Presbyterian Church
PO Box 343
Midway, KY 40347
www.midwaypresbyterian.org

Pumpkin Walk
Midway Community Garden @ Midway Presbyterian Church presents a carved 
pumpkin contest on Halloween Night!!  Judging will take place at the church 
on Saturday, October 31 from 6-8 pm. Prizes donated by The Midway Bakery 
and Railroad Drug and Old Time Soda Fountain. Donations will be taken up for 
Trick or Treat for UNICEF.

To enter, drop off your CARVED pumpkin at the church on October 29 or 30 
from 6 - 8 pm. For more information, email offi ce@midwaypresbyterian.org.
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