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You reap what you sow. I’m pretty sure my parents told me 
that, or some version of it, when I was a kid. “If you pick on 
your sister, don’t be surprised if she picks back.” “If you act 
like a grouch, it will be a grouchy world.” “What goes around 
comes around.” Some might call it karma. Some might call it 
your just deserts. Some might say it’s the natural order of things, that one reap what 
one sows. Just look at our Community Garden. If we sow beans and squash, we will 
get a harvest of beans and squash.

We reap what we sow. And in our Community 
Garden, we plant what we intending to harvest. 
And so it is with our spiritual lives. If we wish for 
there to be peace, we must cultivate peace around 
us. If we wish for there to be joy, then we must seed 
the world around us with joy. If we want a deeper, 
closer relationship with God, then we must draw 
close to God. Make time for prayer and worship. Be 
intentional about how we spend our money and our 
time with loved ones. Set our minds to appreciating 

things and living our lives with gratitude. We reap what we sow. Our intentions shape 
our thoughts. Our thoughts shape our actions. And our actions produce a harvest. 
I see our church sowing so many wonderful seeds in our community and with very 
thoughtful intentions. We have worship and study with the intention of walking closer 
with God. We have a Community Garden with the intention of creating community 
and joy with our neighbors. We do the Weekend Backpack Project with the intention 
of making sure kids are fed. We open our Fellowship Hall to AA and Girl Scouts and 
other community groups with the intention of offering hospitality. We are planting all 
of those good seeds so that God may have a harvest of holiness and generosity and 
grace.
                          (continued....)

Pastor’s Notes

“And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in 

peace for those who 
make peace.” James 3:18



Worship With Us!
Community Service for Peace and Hope; Potluck 
September 13, 11am, Walter Bradley Park
Guest Preacher: Marian McClure Taylor, former director 
of the Kentucky Council of Churches
Marian Taylor brings an ecumenical vision to this annual 
multi-church event, having recently served six years as the 
Executive Director of the Kentucky Council of Churches. 
She also brings well-developed global sensibilities 
appropriate to the event’s “9-11” focus. Her doctoral degree 
is in political science, and her previous work experience 
includes nearly 10 years as the director of the international 
work of the denomination that ordained her to ministry, the 
Presbyterian Church (USA). Currently she is serving on 
boards of numerous nonprofi ts and the Kentucky Region of 
the Christian Church Disciples of Christ. Recently, she was 
certifi ed to provide bilingual (Spanish-English) interpreting 
services for state-employed social workers. Dr. Taylor and 
her husband Stephen live in Shelbyville, Kentucky.

Let’s Harvest Some Love!
Community Garden Work Days 

Every Saturday at 10am (9 am in hotter weather)
Our Garden still needs tending! Make time to come out
enjoy the community garden and pull a weed or two!

Food Bank Collection
During September, 

bring in Soup!
The food bank can always use 

the following items: 
canned vegetables and beans

dry pasta  |  cereal  |  rice
canned meats and pastas

baby food |  toiletries

Outdoor Fellowship
The Wednesday Walkers continue to meet every week 
at 4 pm at the church. We will add weeding to our 
weekly walks as long as the garden needs attention.

Pastor’s Notes continued....

Take time this month to refl ect on these questions: 
   

What do I sow around me with my actions and words?• 
What harvest am I • 
reaping?
How can I be more • 
mindful of my 
intentions?
In whatever situation • 
I am in, even if it is 
beyond my control, 
how can I act in 
ways that refl ect 
my intention to be 
faithful to Christ?



Church Finances
Congregation Giving-August 2015
Regular Contributions-$6,661.15
Building Fund/Capital Campaign-$5,280
Backpack Ministry-$550

Devotions at the Homeplace at Midway, 
Sunday, October 11, 2pm
Would you like to bring a little sunshine to the elders 
at the Homeplace Care facility? On Sunday, October 
11 at 2pm, we will be doing a short devotion time with 
the residents. Pastor Mary is looking for people who 
would be willing to be part of this ministry. Please 
contact her at marysweese@gmail.com

Let’s Celebrate!
Emily Wilson is turning 6 on 
September 11, and she is so 
excited to celebrate her birthday 
with all of you after church on 
September 6, as we enjoy her 
favorite snacks. 

Midway, and Midway 
Homeplace, resident 

Frankie Fisher is just one of 
the elders at the new facility! 

The Midway community 
came out on Friday, August 
7, to enjoy the Garden Party 
hosted by MPC.  Ice cream 
with toppings and music by 
Water, Grayson Vandegrift, 
and Aaron Hamilton made for 
a great evening. The children 
enjoyed the playground 
equipment. Thanks to all who 
helped at the event and to 
all who came out for a great 
evening of fellowship with our 
neighbors!



During August, the Property Committee had lengthy 
discussions about the repairs and painting that need to 
be done at the Manse. The consensus seems to be that 
we will break this big project into phases and begin 
with the chimneys and work our way down. This 
approach offers the advantage of stopping the interior 
damage caused by leaking chimneys while giving us 
a little time to fi gure out the best way to pay for this 
important project.

We also discussed a Facilities Use Policy which is 
needed now that groups are interested in using our 
Fellowship Hall. We want to ensure that our new 
building is taken care of and that the people who use it 
have an enjoyable experience. If you have suggestions 
please contact Sara Hicks.  

YARD SALE for the 
Weekend Backpack Project
Saturday, Sept 19, 8am-noon
Our annual yard sale is quickly approaching. Clean 
out those closets, garages and basements for a good 
cause-all proceeds benefi t the Backpack Ministry. You 
may drop items off at the church between 4:00 and 
6:00 PM three days prior to the sale which is Saturday, 
September 19. If those dates aren’t convenient, contact 
Ellen Costigan (502-227-3888 or www.thecfarm@
wildblue.net) and she will arrange another time or will 
pick up your donations. We also need volunteers to 
help the day of the sale-setup begins at 6:45 AM and 
the sale runs from 8-noon. Look for a sign up sheet at 
church or contact Ellen to volunteer.

Fall Festival Face Painting
Saturday, Sept 19, 10am-4pm and 
Sunday, Sept 20, 12:30-4:30pm
We need face painters! Last year, our face painting 
booth collected a lot of money for the Weekend 
Backpack Project. Please sign up on the Volunteeriffi c 
Board or talk to Pastor Mary.

Midway Community Youth Group Forum
The next Youth Group Forum will be held on 
September 22, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  
All individuals that are interested in the welfare of the 
youth in our community are invited to attend.
The fi rst Forum was a great success with fi fteen 
attendees from ten different Midway Community 
Churches.  All agreed to meet again to continue a 
discussion about addressing the spiritual and social 
needs of Church Youth and what would be the best 
way to assist them in church activities.  Since several 
churches in the local area have very small Youth 
Groups or none at all, so this topic is of great concern.
Please contact Bud Ratliff or Pastor Mary, if you have 
any questions about the forum. 

Sandwich Ministry @
Maxwell St. Presbyterian 
Church, Sept 13, 7:45am. 
Prepare bagged lunches 

and hand them out to those 
without stable housing in 

Lexington. Meet at the 
church at 7:45am or at 

Maxwell St. Pres at 8:30am. 
We will be back for worship!!



Sunday School Kick-Off!

Sunday School Class Begins
All Sunday School Classes will begin on September 6, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. There will be no school for any of the 
classes on September 13, 2015 due to the Community Worship Service for Peace and Unity to be held at Walter 
Bradley Park on that date. Classes will resume on September 20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. If you have any suggestions 
for additional classes or ways to improve our curriculum,  please contact John Davis at jsdthree876@cs.com or 
859-873-2190.

The 2015-2016 Sunday School year kicked off on August 30 with a Pancake and Sausage Breakfast prepared by 
the men of the church. Thanks to Alfred and Hurst Nuckols and Jim Costigan for manning the griddles!  Pastor 
Mary led a special class about prayer for the youth following the breakfast and the children made prayer shawls 
and prayer plates after the lesson, and then went upstairs to see the Sunday School rooms. 

Two Offerings for Adults!
The traditional Adult Sunday School meets in the 
library on Sunday mornings. Also for adults, an 
“Issues” class is beginning in the Fellowship Hall 
during Sunday School. The format may vary from 
week to week. Topics for discussion will come from 
current events and “what’s in the news”. Jim Costigan 
will facilitate the discussion for September. Come 
when you can. There will always be coffee and 
conversation.

The following Church members will serve as 
teachers/leadersfor 2015-2016:

Pre-K/Kindergarten: Sarah Wilson and Jan Butzer• 
Grades 1- 5: Sally Kinnaird and Ellen Costigan• 
Middle/High School:  Bud Ratliff and John Davis• 
Adult Class (traditional):  Bill & Onedia McClure• 
Adult Class (issues): Jim Costigan• 
Special Classes:  Pastor Mary Weese• 



Witnessing to the Love of God in Jesus Christ,
By Feeding the Hungry and Hungry of Heart

Midway Presbyterian Church
PO Box 343
Midway, KY 40347
www.midwaypresbyterian.org

Meals on Wheels Program-
Volunteers Needed
The Meals on Wheels Program managed by 
the Woodford County Senior Citizens Center 
provides necessary food during lunch time 
for individuals not able to prepare their own 
meals.  The MPC currently alternates with the 
Midway United Methodist Church every week 
of the month to provide those meals to those 
in need. If you would like to participate in 
this necessary program, please contact John S. 
Davis at jsdthree876@cs.com or by phone at 
859-873-2190.

Week-End Backpack Ministry
On September 18, 2015 the Backpack Ministry 
will continue with delivery of essential food 
items to students in need at the Northside 
Elementary School. The Woodford County 
Family Resource Center is currently obtaining 
permission slips from parents, so the exact 
number of students to receive packs will not 
be known until September 14.

Congregation members that would like to 
contribute to this ministry are encouraged to 
donate $40 per month or $400 for the year.  
Also, there is now a “Top Five” list of food 
items needed for the Backpack Ministry, 
which is posted on the church website, if 
Congregation members would prefer to donate 
food items. Contact Fran Stadelman or Judy 
Offutt, if you have any questions concerning 
this important Church mission program.
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