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It seems like it’s hard for people to get along and be 
civil to each other. And surprisingly, it is not unusual or 
particular to our times. Human beings have always had 
trouble speaking nicely to each other when they disagree; 
whether it’s about politics or religion. Or whether you support the red team 
or the blue team. Or how to redistrict the schools. Or how to make cornbread 
correctly. If there is something to argue about, we will argue about it. That’s 
just the way that human beings are.

But in the fellowship of Jesus, things 
can work a little differently. Jesus tells 
us to love one another and that we must 
do so even when we think differently 
and act differently and understand things 
differently. Our community should be a 
safe place where we can all feel heard. 
We can see one another as human beings, 
not as the ‘side’ they have taken. Because 
listening to someone, really listening, is 
one of the greatest acts of love there is.

Here are some guidelines for Listening with Love:
First, remember that God is still Lord of the universe.• 
Everything will be okay!
Seek fi rst to understand, then be understood. • 
Accept that what the other person is saying is real to them.•  
There is a real fear or worry behind it.
If the situation allows it, repeat what the other person has said back to • 
them and ask if that is correct.

Pastor’s Notes

“Remind them to be subject 
to rulers and authorities, to be 
obedient, to be ready for every 
good work, to speak evil of 

no one, to avoid quarrelling, to 
be gentle, and to show every 

courtesy to everyone.” 
Titus 3:2

...continued on next page...



Example of active listening: 
Me: That new traffi c light on 421 is such a pain! 
You: It sounds like you do not like that new traffi c 
light, is that right? 
It seems redundant, but it helps people know that 
you heard them. And it opens a door for them 
to explain why they feel the way they do. As Mr. 
Rogers would say, what a loving thing to let 
someone have their feelings.
Don’t interrupt or fi nish a sentence. • 
I have a hard time with this!
Don’t try to fi x someone else or their beliefs. • 
Talk about your own experiences rather than • 
what you’ve heard from the speaker.
In the end, it’s okay to agree to disagree.• 
Say, “Well, I don’t agree with you on that, but let’s 
be friends anyway!” What a powerful thing to see 
someone as more than just the issues they support.

On Sunday, April 26, we offered a time to practice 
these skills. Midway City Council is working on a 
Fairness Ordinance that will extend human rights 
protections to everyone regardless of gender identity 
or sexual orientation. The elders on our Session are 

Pastor’s Notes continued...

Worship With Us!
May 24
Creation Celebration Outdoor Worship Service
Blessing of Animals and Community Garden

May 31
Pentecost Service
Combined Worship at St. Matthew AME

Sign Up Today!Sign Up Today!
Maxwell Street 

Sandwich Ministry 
will be Sunday, May 10!

Rides will leave the 
church at 7:45am. 

We will be back to the 
church for worship!

Let’s Grow Some Love!
Our next planting date is May 2 at 10 a.m. 
Community Garden Work Days beginsoon! 

Dates and times change often due to weather, 
so contact Janice Holland to join the email list to 

receive up-to-date information!

considering sending a letter of support from our 
church. We’d like to hear your thoughts about this in 
order to represent our community as best we can in 
faith and love.

Then there will be a community forum coming this 
month for us to demonstrate our faith in love.
So, this month, practice your listening skills! And be 
part of the listening, speaking communal life of Christ.

Habitat Interest NightHabitat Interest Night
Tuesday, May 12 @ 7pm, Midway Public Library

The build in Midway is at 209 E. Stephens
and will begin in mid-June. People of all skill levels 

and no skill levels are needed!



Church Finances
Building Project and Capital Campaign

The capital campaign for the addition to the church began 
in 2013, and the congregation was extremely supportive of 
this project. It is hard to believe that we are already in year 
three of the campaign, and it is a good time to refl ect on 
this milestone in the life of our church. Key facts about the 
project include:

* Building costs - $ 585,057
* Initial building loan - $450,000
* Current building loan balance - $ 435,496
* Initial pledges for the project - $ 181, 360
* Pledges received to date - $ 135,825

Please remember to return your pledge as this helps to meet 
our planned expenses and retire this debt. If you would like to 
make a new or extended pledge, please contact Lewis Prewitt. 

Budget Update - First Quarter 2015

Included below are some fi nancial indicators for the fi rst quarter of 2015. This refl ects that through this period, 
both offerings and expenses are on target.

Unfortunately, we have encountered unplanned property expenses early this year which will impact the overall 
expenses for the church this year. Your annual pledges are extremely important to the work of the church, so 
please keep this in mind for your offerings. 

The next fi nancial committee meeting will be at the church on July 21, 2015 at 6:00 pm. If you have any 
questions or would like to learn more about the church fi nances, please contact Lewis Prewitt.



Camp Burnamwood 
Work Day

The cleaning and repair of Cabin 
#3 at Camp Burnamwood has been 
rescheduled for May 19.  A sign-
up sheet has been placed on the 
Volunteerifi c Board. This is the 
fi fth year the MPC has sponsored 
this cabin, so the congregation 
is encouraged to help clean the 
cabin and the surrounding grounds.  
Participants should 
meet at the Church 
at 9:00 a.m. on 
May 19 and bring 
their own lunch. 
Contact John Davis 
at Jsdthree876@cs.com or by phone 
at 859-873-2190, if there are any 
questions.

Christian Education Committee 
The next Christian Education 

Committee meeting is scheduled for 
July 19, 2015, after Worship.

The last day 
for the current 
Sunday School 
year will be May 
31, 2015, for the 
youth classes. 
Adult Sunday 

School classes will continue at 10:00 am 
every Sunday through the summer. The 
2015-2016 Sunday School year will begin on 
September 6, 2015. More details about the 
2015-2016 Sunday School Kick Off event 
will be announced in August.

All members of the youth group 
and congregation are encouraged to 
meet at the Church at 7:45 am on 
May 10, 2015 to travel to Maxwell 
Street Presbyterian Church to 
support the Sandwich Ministry. 
Participants will pack bag lunches 
and provide coffee and soup for 
those in need in the Lexington area. 
A sign up list has been placed on the 
Volunteerifi c Board.
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Witnessing to the Love of God in Jesus Christ,
By Feeding the Hungry and Hungry of Heart

Midway Presbyterian Church
PO Box 343
Midway, KY 40347
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