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In life, we do not always prefer mysteries.

We prefer things that we can explain. We prefer what we can manage, 
what we can predict, what we can know and control. It’s only natural. 
We prefer to understand rather than to not understand. When we buy 
milk, we want to fi nd milk in the container, not some mystery liquid. When the mechanic 
takes a look at our car, we want him/her to fi x it, not shrug in puzzlement. When we go out 
to catch the school bus at 7am, we do not want to wait in the cold for it to come at some 

completely random time. We want to know so we can know; 
so we can anticipate, plan, and act.

It is helpful and it is necessary for many things to be 
‘un’mysterious in life. But there are still things that remain a 
mystery. And the way that God works is one of those things. 
The apostle Paul is writing to the church at Corinth to remind 
them that mystery is a central part of faith. He tells the 
Corinthians and us that God’s ways are mysterious, the part 

we play is a mystery, and we are stewards, caretakers (!) of that mystery. It’s disconcerting, 
but perhaps a bit oddly comforting as well.

1. How God works among us is a mystery. As much as we’d like to wrap our brains around it 
and predict it and control it, we can’t. God does really weird stuff like give old Abraham and 
Sarah a baby, or commission an enemy like Paul to preach the gospel, or send his own Son to 
die on a cross to bring new life.

2. Our part in God’s work is a mystery. We might think we are meant to accomplish one big 
project, but maybe really it’s to reach out to that one person. We might think we have failed 
entirely, but God is really putting us in position for something else. We can’t see the end of 
things clearly. For ourselves or for anyone else. Don’t judge, Paul says. God knows what God 
is doing. Don’t worry.

3. We are stewards of mystery. (WHAT?!) That means we care for and nurture the unknown-
ness of things and the wonder of what might be. Like planting a seed in our Community 
Garden, we don’t make growth happen. We don’t cause things to work.     --continued 

Pastor’s Notes

“Think of us in this 
way, as servants of 

Christ and stewards of 
God’s mysteries.” 
1 Corinthians 4:1



Worship With Us!
Don’t forget: Sunday, March 13, SPRING AHEAD. 
Daylight savings time ends!

Lenten Worship--Baptism

March 6—Jonah—Repentance
Jonah 2:1-10

March 13—Crossing Jordan—Death
Joshua 4:15-24

March 20—Palm Sunday
Luke 19:28-40

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP
Maundy Thursday Worship, “Gathering at the 
Table” Thursday, March 24, 7pm

Good Friday Worship, “Stations of the Cross” 
Friday, March 25, 7pm

Community Easter Sunrise Service, Walter Bradley 
Park, March 27, 7am

Easter Sunday Worship, March 27, 11am

Pastor’s Notes 
continued from p. 1
We simply witness it and tend the mystery of it. So we are 
protective (!) of our hope in the mysterious God at work in us and 
in others and in the world around us.

Questions to ponder:
What are the mysteries in your life right now?• 
How might you be a steward of those mysteries?• 
How might God be at work in unseen and unknown ways in • 
you or those around you?

Bits and Pieces
Paul Prather, contributing columnist for the 
Lexington Herald Leader, recently shared a list of 
artistic works in various media that he says, “have 
enlightened and matured me, that have enlarged my 
spirit and helped me see God or my fellow man, 
or both, more clearly”. A copy of Prather’s list is 
displayed in the library at church. A folder will be 
available for you to leave a list of works that have 
spoken to you. Or, you may email them to Ellen 
Costigan at www.thecfarm@wildblue.net We will 
combine the lists and share them at a later date.

Homeplace Devotions—Next date for your calendar, 
Sunday, April 10, 2pm. Talk to Sarah Wilson to get 
involved.

A  “Thank You” basket of fruit and treats was 
delivered to Northside Elementary School staff in 
February. We appreciate all they do for the students in 
our community and we keep them in our thoughts and 
prayers.



Membership Committee
Do you have fellowship ideas? Talk to Ellen Costigan 
about ways to get people together!  thecfarm@
wildblue.net

Kitchen Coordinator
We are looking for someone to be in charge of our 
kitchen. The volunteer position would involve making 
sure kitchen things are tidy and supplies are in order. 
If you are interested please talk to Judy Offutt!  Offutt.
judy@gmail.com 

Environmental Action Series
SPREAD THE WORD!
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION FORUM
Discuss. Network. Act.

On January 21, Zeb Weese gave a fantastic talk about 
natural areas in Kentucky. We realized how small the 
protected areas in Kentucky are.

On February 18, Dr. Joshua Adkins revealed the 
secret world of insects in our streams and their role 
in stream health. And how caddisfl ies make jewelry! 
Jim Costigan mentioned “how interesting it was 
to learn how many insects there are all around us 
and especially in our waterways.” Dr. Adkins gave 
an enthusiastic and interesting talk. It was good to 
welcome biology students from Woodford County 
High School. Many folks signed up for a “fi eld trip” 
to be planned this Spring to check out the bugs in Lees 
Branch in Midway. If you are interested in this outing, 
see Zeb or Mary Weese.

 March 17, 6:30pm        
“Homeowner Basics for Healthy Streams: A River of 
Words” 
Dr. Amanda Gumbert, University of Kentucky

April 21, 6:30pm         
“Bat Ecology and Conservation”
Dr. Luke Dodd, Eastern Kentucky University
May 19, 6:30pm       
“Kentucky’s Rare and Native Plants”
Tara Littlefi eld, Kentucky Nature Preserves 
Commission

Free of charge, with light refreshments and child care 
provided. 

Christian Education
The Midway Community Youth Group (MCYG) 
Forum has had six meetings and drafted a strategic 
plan to formally create a strong MCYG. Forum 
participants are planning to establish an organizing 
board and hire a consultant team to help conduct a 
pilot program for the MCYG later this year.  Pastors 
of each church that would like to become charter 
sponsors of the MCYG will be contacted within 
the next 30 days to approve the strategic plan. Our 
congregation will be advised of the progress of this 
initiative by the end of March 2016.

As a supporter of the “Adopt a Cabin” Program at 
Camp Burnamwood, our Church has maintained 
Cabin #3 since March 2011.  The next work day to 
repair and clean Cabin #3 will be on April 16.  There 
will be a sign up list positioned on the “Volunteer-
riffi c “Bulletin Board in the hallway next to the 
Pastor’s Offi ce for those desiring to travel to the 
camp and provide the necessary work to maintain the 
cabin. Contact John Davis by phone at 859-873-2190 
or by email at Jsdthree876@cs.com, if there are any 
questions.

Sunday School for students in the Age 3-Grade 4 Class 
and the Grade 5-12 Class will conclude the 2015-1016 
School Year on May 22. The Adult Sunday School 
classes will continue to meet through the summer.

The next scheduled meeting for the Christian 
Education Group will be after Worship Service in 
Fellowship Hall on April 17.

Community Garden

Wednesday, March 2, 6pm
It’s time to get growing again! If you want to help 
with the garden this year, be sure to try to attend this 
planning meeting!



Food Bank Collection

The food bank can always use 
the following items: 

canned vegetables and beans
dry pasta  |  cereal  |  rice
canned meats and pastas

baby food |  toiletries

March -- BEANS!

Our annual Palm Sunday Pot 
Luck Lunch will be held after 
worship on Sunday, March 20th. 
Meat and beverages will be provided so please 
bring your favorite salads, vegetables and desserts. 
After the long winter, it is a wonderful time for 
fellowship. It is also an opportunity to sign up for 
committees! 

Presbyterian 101
April 3, 10, 17, 24
Want a better understanding of what it means to 
be a Presbyterian? Considering a membership 
commitment? How about going deeper in faith? 
Or getting to know others better? This class is for 
you! Talk by Pastor Mary.

Do you have an extra room?
College Professor, Dr. James Carleton Paget will 
be visiting Midway from University of Cambridge 
and is looking for a place to stay, March 31 to 
April 6. He is willing to pay $50 and $90 a night. 
Contact: jncp1@cam.ac.uk or 011441223338231

Old shoes needed for the Waterstep 
Shoe Collection through March 27.

Mission Committee will be meeting April 17 
after worship. 

A mission trip for Uspiritus is being 
planned for May or June, details to follow. 

PALM SUNDAY Treasure Hunt
Kids are invited to participate in our Palm Sunday 
Treasure Hunt after worship on March 20. This 
year, they are HUNTING for food that will go in 
our Weekend Backpacks.

Please bring in the following through March 19:

BREAKFAST :Individual oatmeal packets,  
individual cereal boxes, granola bars

SNACK: Pudding cups, peanut butter or cheese 
sandwich crackers, individual sized pretzels, 
pretzel sandwiches, Ritz cracker sandwiches, 
graham cracker bites, individual fruit snacks, 
chewy granola bars, microwave popcorn, juice 
boxes

LUNCH: Individual Mac n Cheese cups, Ready 
to Eat single serving Chef-boy-ar-dee pasta, 
Ready to eat single serving Kroger brand Chili, 
Chicken N Dumplings, Beans and Franks, Rice 
and Chicken

DINNER: Hormel Compleats (less spicy ones), 
Larger sized Hormel Chili, Larger sized Chef-
boy-ar-dee pasta meals, Ready to eat soup cups 
(tomato or chicken noodle), individual fruit cups, 
individual applesauce

TOP FIVE BACKPACK NEEDS:

5.            Individual applesauce cups
4.            Individual instant oatmeal packets
3.            Individual Mac n Cheese cups
2.            Individual fruit snack packets
1.            Hormel Compleats dinners

 Chicken and Rice, Chicken and noodles, Chicken 
and Dumplings, Threee Cheese Chicken Pasta, 
Homestyle Beef and Potatoes, Meatloaf and 
Potatoes, Beef Tips and Potatoes



Witnessing to the Love of God in Jesus Christ,
By Feeding the Hungry and Hungry of Heart

Midway Presbyterian Church
PO Box 343
Midway, KY 40347
www.midwaypresbyterian.org
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